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On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. (Matt. 2:11 NRS) 

 

Great job everyone!! I actually can’t say it enough. Great job 
everyone!! I say this because, my brothers and sisters here at Trinity 
Lutheran Church Wernersville, you deserve to hear this over and 
over again. Great job everyone!! Why am I telling you all great job? 
It’s because I am so very, very blessed to be leading a congregation 
that cares so very deeply for how we respond to God’s love and 
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grace and the things that God has done, is doing, and will do for us 
each and every day. 

 The people of Trinity truly know what it means to be healthy, 
vibrant, mission oriented stewards of all that God has given us. The 
people of Trinity know how to give of themselves, their time and 
their talents in so many ways.  

For many congregations the word “stewardship” is a difficult 
word to say and hear. It is often because the focus is on money and 
how much money we need to get through the next week, month, or 
year without thought to what God is really calling them to do. They 
often become lost in the bottomless pit of bill paying and penny-
pinching and forget what it means to use their resources for the 
work of the kingdom and the good of God’s people. 
 But here at Trinity we take the time to plan our giving of time, 
talents, and financial support in ways that reflect our ministry both 
within our faith community as well as out and about the greater and 
larger communities of God’s people. 
 We are a giving people who utilize a definitive stewardship 
campaign which annually encourages each of us to give in ever 
growing ways step by step as we are able. Our financial support of 
our synod and the ELCA is the fourth largest in the synod. That’s 
something to be proud of. We have learned how to manage our 
resources in responsible, healthy ways which enable us to give 
amounts to our greater church that can and do make a difference in 
our world: Lutheran Disaster Relief, ELCA Hunger, Aids, Malaria, 
Always Being Made New Campaign, Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Services, the list goes on. It is through our abundant gifts 
that we have been able to support the greater church and the work 
that we do through it.  

But there’s more. Because stewardship is such an important 
part of our ministry, we have, over the years, learned how to use our 
endowment investments to their fullest potential—something many 
churches are unable to realize for too many reasons that inhibit 
growth and understanding. How wonderful it is to be a part of a faith 
community which looks for ways to give away money to those in 
need—both church members and community members. For 
example: we provide student loan grants, leadership and  
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development money, and youth ministry support. For our 
community we financially assist Bear Creek Camp, Berk’s Women in 
Crisis, Bethany Children’s Home, the CW Food Pantry, Habitat for 
Humanity, Global Mission, Mission Possible, Opportunity House, 
Theological Education, St. Vincent’s Mission, Scouts, the Wernersville 
library, the West Berks Free Clinic, and the West Berks Shepherding 
Ministry. Not only do we assist these organizations, but the money 
we raise from the Strawberry Festival goes to local people who are in 
financial distress. 

Not only that, the annual offerings that you apportion out of 
God’s gifts to you supports the immediate work of Trinity Lutheran 
Church—all of which is prepared for you in an annual budget. Your 
time, your talents and abilities, and the financial gifts that are lifted 
up to God are the foundation for sharing the gospel message 
through worship, education, community and fellowship events. All 
the nuts and bolts workings of the church are the very things that 
enable us to spread the gospel message in ways that are powerful 
and transformative. 

And don’t forget our preschool and our rental property team 
and the ministry that happens through the work of these outreach 
opportunities. But occasions to give don’t end here. We often forget 
about Memorial giving that is done in memory of someone who has 
passed away. It is through memorial gifts that items are purchased 
which nurture fellowship, worship, and evangelism. For example, we 
will be using memorial money to purchase new kitchen appliances. 

These new appliances will not only enhance our ability to 
cook meals for church and community events that assist growth in 
evangelism and fellowship, but help us to be greener and more 
energy efficient as we look towards stewardship of our earth and the 
environment in which we serve others. 

New albs (worship assistant and acolyte robes) will be 
purchased through memorial money given in Earl Heffner’s name. 
Earl’s wife, Adele, and her daughter, Melissa, were excited and 
affirming in using this memorial money to purchase robes. These 
robes will give our worship leaders and acolytes an opportunity to 
remind us how our baptisms cloak us in Christ as well as turning our 
focus away from ourselves and instead towards the transforming  
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power and holiness of Christ. 
So great job everyone!! I can’t say it enough. Great job 

everyone!! I am proud, excited, and blessed to be leading a 
congregation that builds transforming ministry out of the abundant 
resources in which they have been given charge—a ministry built out 
of the gifts, time, and talents of those who love God and who 
actively respond to the ways in which God is working in their lives.  

Remember that Consecration Sunday is February 12th; Pastor 
Rebecca Knox will share the Word with us and after worship we will 
celebrate generous hearts with a dinner at the Wernersville Fire Hall.  

Just as the Wise men brought gifts to the baby Jesus in 
response to who he would one day be—king and savior—we place 
our gifts before the cross in celebration for what God has done for us 
by giving us Jesus. 

Peace and grace as we enter into this New Year with giving 
hearts, 

Pastor Julie 
 

 

We would like to recruit at least 2 people who would be interested in 
learning to operate the sound system on Sunday mornings. We 
would provide training and you would be part of a rotating schedule. 
Please contact Scott Franzen or Wendell Byler if you are interested. 

 
 

We wish to thank the following Church Council Members for their  
dedicated service over the past one and six years.   
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Jerry Jarsocrak for (2) three year terms 
Bob Bashore for (1) one year term 

 
At the congregational meeting on December 18, 2016 we elected the 

following people to church council: 
Susan Coleman for a first term of 3 years 

Laura Miller for a first term of 3 years 
Kay Stout for a first term of 3 years 

Forrest Lamm, Jr. for a 1 year term as youth representative 
Congratulations! 

 
We also adopted the budget that finance committee prepared based  
on the recommendations of our committee and teams.   
 

 
Birthday Milestones in January 

Richard Reber will be 90 on 1/7, Dawn Giangiacomo will be 80 on 
1/16 and Doris Ketner will be 84 on 1/28. Happy Birthday, Richard, 

Dawn and Doris. 
 
 

 

If you would like to change your Simply Giving Amount or if you 
would like to participate in the program or withdraw from the 

program, just pick up a form in the narthex, fill it out and place it in a 
sealed envelope with Barbara Debiec’s name on it. 
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Come and Join Us 
At a Pot Luck Reception 

 
Help us to celebrate the 

retirement of Frank and Laura 

Krick in Fellowship Hall following  

our January 15th Service.  

Please sign up in the narthex this 

Saturday or Sunday (1/7 & 1/8) 

to bring a main dish, salad or 

dessert & also indicate the 

number of people attending.  You 

can drop off your food in the  
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kitchen before the Church service 

or bring it down after the 

service. 

 

If you can’t sign up this weekend, 

please contact the office by 

January 12th and leave a message 

regarding what you’ll be bringing 

and how many people in your 

party to ensure that we have 

adequate food for this event! 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Elaine Binkley, Dawn 
Giangiacomo, Pastor Julie, Matthew Schwartz, and Doris Shadel. 
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Ruth Bachman,  
Janet Dissinger, Ron Harman, Ardelle Heffner, Marlene Ochs, June Page, 
Jim Putt, and Mary June Yackera. 
The Military: Eric Alderman, Marie Rosati Clark, Kiley Ann Gring, Allison 
Rosati  Martin, Justin Klinger, Brent Naveiro, Eric Ochs, Nick Taatjes, and  
Jeffrey Troutman, Jr. 
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman,  
Carolyn Bryant, Marge Dietrich, Peggy Guido, Amy Hatlee, Karen  
Hollinger, Nicholas Hydock, Sam Jarsocrak, Hannah Kramer, Nick Moore, 
Jake Powers, Ed Shull, Rodney Weiss, Jr.,  Beverly Wentzel, Jerry Zachousk, 
and Ann Zimmerman.   
Special Ministries:  Our missionaries in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and  
his family.  
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Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our 
prayer list current. 

 
Our sincere sympathy to the family of Tom and Megan Shannon as they 
mourn the loss of Tom’s grandfather.  Please remember them in your 
thoughts and prayers.  We also extend our sympathy to Dick Hummel 
whose sister, Charlotte, entered the Church Triumphant on December 15th. 

 

 

 
Thank you, Kathy Bashore and Kathy Lawry for coordinating our 
Advent Fun Shop. 
 
Thanks to everyone who helped decorate the church for Advent and 
Christmas.   
 
Thanks to the Fellowship Committee and bakers who provided 
goodies for the social after the Christmas Concert on December 11th.  
Everything was delicious.  We appreciated your generosity.  
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Our Strawberry Festival Dollars at Work  
(Community Response Fund) 

↓ 
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The following thank you is for the items we collected in late 
November for WSH. 
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The following is a thank you for monies donated 
from the Endowment Fund.  They also called and 

thanked us for the meal served on 12/1. 
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