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Stewardship and Generosity 

The Church has always used the term “Stewardship” when it comes to defining our response to God’s gifts and 
God’s Grace.  A Steward is a manager or a trustee who is responsible for the care of something that someone 
else owns, and that is how we as the Church view the world:  Something that God created and gave to us back 
in Genesis to manage.  About the only other place I hear the term Stewardship is at work.  I work for a 
company that takes 2 highly toxic materials, lead and sulfuric acid, and makes something essential for modern 
life out of them.  We then take back the old spent ones and every part of them is recycled and made into new 
batteries.  We do this not primarily because it is the right thing to do but because it is good business.  
Companies in our industry which cared less about stewardship have gone out of business, or at least been 
through bankruptcy several times. 
 
Lately though, we have come to fear that stewardship as a concept of wise management is going out of use, 
and so we would like to focus on using a term that everyone is familiar with and needs no explanation – 
Generosity.  We all want to be thought of as generous of spirit.  We respect others who are generous with 
their talents and their resources.  We do not respect those who are selfish, self centered, self serving, and 
miserly (another old term). 
 
Being generous with our time, talent and treasure makes us feel good.  Giving something to others makes us 
feel even better than receiving a gift ourselves, especially if we did nothing to “earn” it.  Maybe that is part of 
the difficulty here.  We can’t earn God’s Grace – God gives to us freely and abundantly, and sometimes we 
aren’t quite sure what to make of that.  That was what the young Martin Luther struggled with, he found he 
could never be good enough to receive what God had promised.  Then the light bulb went on and he 
understood God’s Grace to be a free gift we could never earn, because it was already ours.  The freedom that 
comes from knowing that enables us to be very generous with what we have received, we want to show our  
 
Gratitude to God in our generosity to others.  We are going to be talking about how our generosity that 
springs from that gratitude leads to the Mission of the Church, because while we have all received God’s 
grace, some of us have been less fortunate in our circumstances.  Some may have lost everything in a natural 
disaster, some may have been born into a life of poverty, and may not have the natural abilities that enable 
them to climb out of those difficult circumstances.  God loves all of his children, and we express our gratitude 
to God by loving those who have not had the best breaks in life.  The mission of the Church is to help those 
whom the world has hurt.  When members of our congregation went to El Salvador and Honduras to dig wells 
and when we went to Kentucky to help people who lack adequate housing, we were involved in the Mission of 
the Church, but we can’t do everything ourselves, so we give our treasure so that the Church can support 
others who can be where we can’t.  That is the message we would like to share between now and Generosity 
Sunday, March 11. 
 
Bob Bashore 

Stewardship Chairperson      
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We extend our sincere sympathy to Sharon Gring.  Sharon’s mother entered the Church Triumphant on 

Saturday, December 16th.  Please remember Sharon in your thoughts and prayers.   
We also extend our sincere sympathy to the family of Eleanor Zimmerman.  Eleanor entered the Church 

Triumphant on Saturday, 12/30.  At her request there was no funeral service.  Please remember her family 
also in your thoughts and prayers. 

 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Beth Byler, Dawn Giangiacomo, Diane Harman, Buzz 
Lockwood, Mary Nace, Ruth Rush, and Matthew Schwartz. 
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Lynn Christy, Clarence Coldren, Ardelle Heffner, Marlene 
Ochs, June Page, Jim Putt, Emma Renzo, Jane Wilkinson, and Mary June Yackera. 
The Military: Eric Alderman, Marie Rosati Clark, Kiley Ann Gring, Natalie Ketner, Allison Rosati  Martin, Justin 
Klinger, Eric Ochs, Nick Taatjes, and Jeffrey Troutman, Jr. 
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman, Carolyn Bryant, Joanne Debiec, Fred 
DeLong, Marge Dietrich, Samuel Guido, Nicholas Hydock, Hannah Kramer, Jake Powers, Patricia Prutzman, 
Resch Family, Kenneth Searfoss, Rodney Weiss, Jr., Beverly Wentzel, Jerry Zachousk, and Ann Zimmerman.   
Special Ministries:  Our missionaries in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his family, and our young adult in 
global mission work-Annie Herman. 
 

Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current. 
 

Don’t forget the giving records for 2017 are open through January 7th, 2018.  Please make sure that you use 
your 2017 envelopes. Your check must also be dated 2017. 

Rather than throwing away your excess 2017 calendars and appointment books, donate them to the VA or 
Berks Heim.  Just bring them in and place on the shelf above the coat rack next to the back windowsill and Sue 
Coleman will get them there. 

We wish to thank the following Church Council Members for their dedicated service over the past one, three 
and six years.   

Kevin Kurtz (2) three year terms 
Mary Nace (2) three year terms 

Pamela Moyer for (1) three year term 
Forrest Lamm, Jr. for a one year term 

 
We will be electing council members to replace these people following worship on Sunday, January 14th.  This 
will be a brief meeting of 5 to 10 minutes and we encourage you to stay and participate in the elections of new 
council members. 
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If you would like to change your Simply Giving Amount or if you would like to participate in the program or 
withdraw from the program, just pick up a form in the narthex, fill it out and place it in a sealed envelope with 

Barbara Debiec’s name on it. 
 

 

 
Thank you, Kathy Bashore and Kathy Lawry for coordinating our Advent Fun Shop. 
 
Thanks to everyone who helped decorate the church for Advent and Christmas.   
 
Thanks to the Fellowship Committee and bakers who provided goodies for the social after the Christmas 
Concert on December 17th.  Everything was delicious.  We appreciated your generosity.  
 
Thank you to Joe & Katy Perrone for the Christmas wreath door hangers. 
 
Thank you to the Boy Scouts for decorating help & getting decorations out of the attic.   
 
Thank you to Helen Hummel and Charlotte Moyer for helping with decorations. 
 
Thank you to Jamie Black & Frank Krick for extra efforts to find a new Christmas tree supplier. 
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Advent Fun Shop  
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Women’s Daytime Bible Study Christmas Luncheon 
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Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship 
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00.  If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are 
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers.  Please put your check (payable to 
Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate.  The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00.  
We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office, Nancy 
Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers.  Otherwise, the 
flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need.  Thanks.  We need Altar Flower Sponsors for 1/7 
and 1/28.  We need bulletin sponsors for all Sundays in January.  Please sign up in the narthex.   
 
Altar Flower Sponsors for January: 1/7-available, 1/14-Diane Klinger in memory of husband,Bruce, 1/21-
Kurtz family in honor of Stephanie’s and Carly’s birthdays, 1/28-available. 
 
Bulletin Sponsors for January:  All Sundays available  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Helpers for January 
Communion Assistant-Bob Bashore 
 
Altar Guild: Nancy Moyer 
 
Greeters: 1/7-Marie & Joe Rosati, 1/14-Diane Brown, 1/21-Phyllis & Frances Luft, 1/28-Dan Nace. 
 
Lay Readers: 1/7-Charlotte Moyer, 1/14-Joe Perrone, 1/21-Wendell Byler, 1/28-Diane Brown. 
 
Ushers: 1/7- Lawry’s, 1/14-Bashores, 1/21-Kurtzes, 1/28-Berkenstocks  
 
Counters: 1/7-Hummels, 1/14-Franzens, 1/21-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 1/28-Jarsocrak. 
 
Sound Technician: -1/7-Patrick Berkenstock, 1/14-Stephanie Kurtz, 1/21 -Scott Franzen, 1/28-Wendell Byler. 

 
Bulletin Assemblers: 1/3-Ann Sentz, 1/11-Kathy Lawry, 1/18-Bonnie Giamotti, 1/25-Laura Krick, 2/1-Kathy 
Bashore. 

 
Newsletter Assemblers:  Linda Weiss and Ann Sentz 
 
 

Church Council Members 
Susan Coleman  484-987-0959 
Diane Klinger   610-927-8730 
Laura Miller  610-678-2152 

Kay Stout  610-678-8238 
Wendell Byler, President  610-670-8512 

 
Church Council Highlights for December 

• Scheduled a brief Congregational meeting following worship on 1/14 to elect church council members 
for 2018. 

• Scheduled the annual Congregational Meeting following worship on 2/25 to review the reports of 
pastor, deacon, council, committees, and task forces as well as approve the 2018 budgets for 
Endowment and Rental Mgmt. 

• Searfosses and Kevin Kurtz are going to an exploratory mission trip to Puerto Rico from 1/13 to 
1/19/18. 

• We are prayerful that we will meet our 2017 expenditures by the end of the calendar year.  Remember 
Trinity in your year-end and 2018 financial planning. 

 
 

 
Birthday Milestones in January 

Eleanor Zimmerman will be celebrating her 84th birthday.   Dawn Giangiacomo will be celebrating her 81st 
birthday.   Happy Birthday Eleanor & Dawn. 
 


