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500 Years for Lent
Five hundred years ago a young man by the name of Martin
Luther nailed a list of 95 reasons why the practice of selling
indulgences should be stopped to the doors of the local church. I
don’t know about you, but it sounds a little bit like overkill. I mean
really? That’s like taping up a list of 95 reasons why we shouldn’t
have parking meters.
I mean, why would selling a few indulgences bother anyone? After
all, it was just a way for the church to make a little money. What

could it hurt? What could a few parking meters matter? But what if
the parking meters were in the emergency parking of the hospital
and not putting money in the meter meant you were denied
emergency medical assistance? Things would start to make more
sense.
Likewise, the manner of selling of indulgences was a sign of a more
serious and complex problem of faith. In simple terms, the church
was allowing people to buy some of Jesus’ “left over” goodness.
Their purchase would help buy their way out of purgatory and
provide a chance to get to heaven quickly. You could purchase a few
merits for your family and friends as well.
This idea that a person could literally buy their way into heaven was
to Luther’s ears and heart a mockery of God’s grace. And so, on
October 31—All Holy Eve—1517, Martin Luther rolled a pebble that
would turn into a boulder the world could not stop. How we know
and respond to Scripture, faith, grace, Christ, and God changed
forever.
So here we are 500 years later and we are rejoicing in our faith and
freedom because of God’s gift of grace given to us through Christ.
This revelation and other fruits of the Reformation were hard won
through the tears, conflicts, and battles waged by Martin Luther and
others like him. (Their writings, and in fact, the entire works in which
Lutheranism is grounded can be found in a collection of Reformation
works titled: The Book of Concord. The Book of Concord is what
makes the Lutheran Church a Confessional Church—confession as in
confessing faith not sins.)
This year we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation all around the world. The Lutheran World Federation
(LWF) has even initiated an event called, Women on the Move: From
Wittenberg to Windhoek. This event celebrates women of the
reformation and their work in the church today.
As you know, Wittenberg was the birth place of the Reformation,
but today Lutheranism has spread to every continent. Windhoek is
the capital of Namibia where over 90% of the people are Christian.
Over 80% of those people are Lutheran! One of my best friends, the
Reverend Magdalena Yashalonga was the first woman ordained in
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia (ELCN).
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How we live and serve as a united faithful people of God has—by
the grace of God and the hand of the Holy Spirit—grown and
blossomed over the last 500 years. It is with this excitement that we
have formed a Reformation 500 Team her at Trinity that will plan
and empower us to carry out a year full of fun and meaningful
anniversary events.
One way to begin our celebration will be to engage the Lenten
season in the same way as our early Christian ancestors did.
Historically, the beginning of Lent was an invitation to those who
wished to be instructed in the faith. (In those days they would have
been adults.) After a short ritual blessing their coming journey of
catechetical study, he or she would work with their teacher/mentor
over the next 40 days of Lent.
Finally, during the night of the Easter Vigil, he or she—surrounded
by the community of faithful believers—would be baptized; and then
for the first time—share in the bread and the wine amid the Body of
Christ.
Because last year’s Soup and Study was so successful, we are doing
it again! Just as our church ancestors used Lent as a time of
catechetical study, we will too. We will study Luther’s Small
Catechism and what it means for us today. Please join us each
Wednesday in Lent for Soup, Study, and Sacrament beginning at
6:00pm. The Lenten schedule is as follows:
March 1, Ash Wednesday:
12:00pm Holy Communion with dispensation of ashes followed by
light lunch
6:00pm Soup and Study
7:00pm Holy Communion with dispensation of ashes
March 8
12:00pm worship and lunch at St. Daniel’s, Pr. Julie preaching
6:00pm: Soup and study
7:00pm: worship and Sacrament
March 15
12:00pm worship and lunch at Trinity Wernersville, Dr. Rev. Ben
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Motz preaching
6:00pm Soup and Study
7:00pm worship and Sacrament
March 22
12:00pm worship and lunch at
6:00pm Soup and Study
7:00pm worship and Sacrament
March 29
12:00pm worship and lunch at
6:00pm Soup and Study
7:00pm Worship and Sacrament
April 5
12:00pm worship and lunch at
6:00pm Soup and Study
7:00pm Sacrament
April 9, Palm Sunday of the Passion
10:30am Holy Communion
April 10, Monday—Practice for Easter Vigil 7pm.
April 13, Maundy Thursday
7:00pm worship and Holy Communion
April 14, Good Friday
12:00pm Stations of the Cross (Something new! Come for quiet,
prayer and reflection.)
7:00pm Adoration of the Cross
April 15, Easter Vigil
2:30 Practice for the Easter Vigil
5:30 Easter Vigil (approximately 2 hours.)
April 16, The Resurrection of Our Lord
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10:30am Holy Communion

February 26, 2016
Annual Congregational Meeting
For reception of reports and adoption of endowment and rental
management budgets
Immediately following worship
A reminder to all Committee Chairs that the deadline for all reports
for the Congregational Meeting is Monday, February 13th. They can
be e-mailed (preferred method) to the office @
tlcworship@aol.com. Otherwise, a hard copy should be in Carol
Koch’s mailbox by the above date.
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If you would like to change your Simply Giving Amount or if you
would like to participate in the program or withdraw from the
program, just pick up a form in the narthex, fill it out and place it in a
sealed envelope with Barbara Debiec’s name on it.

Our sincere sympathy to the Shannon family on the passing of Tom’s
grandfather to the Church Triumphant in early January. Please
remember the Shannon family in your thoughts and prayers
Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Elaine Binkley,
Diane Brown, Barry Coldren, Dawn Giangiacomo, and Doris Ketner.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Ruth Bachman,
Janet Dissinger, Ron Harman, Ardelle Heffner, Marlene Ochs, June
Page, Jim Putt, and Mary June Yackera.
The Military: Eric Alderman, Marie Rosati Clark, Kiley Ann Gring,
Allison Rosati Martin, Justin Klinger, Brent Naveiro, Eric Ochs, Nick
Taatjes, and Jeffrey Troutman, Jr.
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman,
Carolyn Bryant, Marge Dietrich, Peggy Guido, Karen Hollinger,
Nicholas Hydock, Sam Jarsocrak, Hannah Kramer, Nick Moore, Jake
Powers, Rodney Weiss, Jr., Beverly Wentzel, Jerry Zachousk, and
Ann Zimmerman.
Special Ministries: Our missionaries in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg
and his family.
Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep
our prayer list current.
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Sunday, February 12th, is our congregation’s Consecration
Sunday. We urge you to attend two important events: Sunday
morning worship and the Celebration Luncheon immediately
following worship that same day at the Wernersville Fire Company,
catered by the Penn Werner Hotel Staff.
This spiritual-growth-oriented process is designed to enrich our
biblical understanding of Christian stewardship. Rather than focusing
on the need of the church to receive, the experience concentrates on
the need of giver to give for his or her own spiritual development.
We believe that you are concerned enough to attend on
Consecration Sunday and make your financial commitment as an act
of worship in the church sanctuary.
No one will call on you at your home for a pledge. However, we
will contact you personally to secure your commitment to attend
morning worship on Consecration Sunday and the Celebration meal
immediately after worship.
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Letters of thanks were also received from Bethany Children’s Home
($250.00), Western Berks Free Medical Clinic ($1220.00) and ELCA
Lutheran Disaster Relief ($1000.00) for gifts from the Endowment
Fund.

To Bethany Miller for being selected for Berks County Band and
Kevin Gemmell for being selected for Berks County Chorus. Both of
them also participate in the Carolbells.
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We’re excited to share that in 2016 over 335,000 Thrivent members
chose to direct Choice Dollars® to more than 32,000 churches,
schools and other nonprofits, including Trinity Lutheran Church,
through Thrivent Choice®. Based on member recommendations,
Trinity Lutheran Church received $1,570 in charitable outreach
funding in 2016. These funds were put into our preschool funds as
directed by the church council. As a reminder, if you have any
undirected 2016 Choice Dollars, they will expire on March 31.

Some pictures from out Bell Choir Christmas party
at Kay Stout’s.
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Thanks to Kay for hosting us and Mary Nace for
the pictures.
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