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Called to be Generous
As most of you know, three Mission Possible Team members have been to Puerto Rico and back. Kerri
and Mark Searfoss and Kevin Kurtz—in a flurry of very quick planning and preparation—made arrangements
through the North American Mission Board to travel to the hurricane devastated island. Their work centered
on relief efforts that assisted victims with receiving food and other items needed for survival so that—when
the time is right—recovery work can begin.
There will be a couple of opportunities to hear their story. On March 1st at 7:30PM they will tell the
story of their experiences to Mission Possible Team members and other guests. Our hope is that their story
will help us prepare for a future mission trip focusing on recovery efforts. There will also be a Sunday morning
presentation (day to be announced). You are invited to come hear their story.
But what I really want to draw your attention to is not what happened while they were there, but
rather something miraculous that happened before they even left Trinity’s building to go to Puerto Rico. The
Sunday before they left for Puerto Rico, Kerri and Kevin shared with us how their trip came to be. They went
on to ask if anyone would be interested in helping to purchase Walmart gift cards for victims as this would be
the most efficient way for people to buy water, clothes, food, and other needed supplies.
And then, without any prior warning, no “hard sell,” no begging or pleading—just a story and a
mission—we generously gave them close to $900 towards the purchase of those gift cards. That, my beloved
brothers and sisters, is a miracle because it happened in the span of about ten minutes.
That kind of unselfish, generous giving is what allows God’s mission to happen in this world. And we’ve
done it before. We’ve given to the mission school in Malawi, to Ian’s Boots, and we’ve given to more. To give
of our financial resources, time, and talent with such abundant enthusiasm is how we fulfill our baptismal
calling to serve others.
Our financial gifts—our offerings—support the ministries and mission of God’s people. Whether it’s
purchasing Walmart gift cards for a devastated people, buying strawberries for the Strawberry Festival, paying
our staff for the hard work they do, or repairing the copier that prints our bulletins so that we may sing God’s
praises and hear the Word on a Sunday morning, (remember not having a bulletin on Sunday morning?) all of
our financial resources go toward spreading the Gospel message in so many different ways.
And so with generous hearts, we give so that we can do ministry—ministry that allows us to actively do
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, not just talk about it. March 11 is Generosity Sunday followed by an all-church
potluck lunch at the Wernersville fire hall. Our Sunday morning preacher will be the Dr. Rev. Mike Bennethum
who is the executive associate to the bishop and our ELCA Director for Evangelical Mission in the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Synod. He will give us some holy insight concerning how our generosity furthers the mission of
God’s people.
We’d like to hear from you. We invite you to take a few minutes to do the following 2 things:
1. Take the stewardship 5 question questionnaire on: surveymonkey.com/r/Q7736SH
2. Fill out the Trinity Time and Talent Form which many of you received by email.
Hard copies of both can be found on the white table in the church entranceway.
Blessings, Pr. Julie

We extend our sincere sympathy to the Coldren Family, Larry Moore Family and Franzen Family.
Scott’s mother, Shirley Franzen, entered the Church Triumphant on Sunday, December 31 st. Barry’s Dad,
Clarence, entered the Church Triumphant on Saturday, January 13 th. A memorial service was held here on
Tuesday, January 23rd. Janet Moore’s mother passed away recently. Please remember these families in
your thoughts and prayers.

Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Dawn Giangiacomo, Diane Harman, Buzz Lockwood, Matthew
Schwartz, Renee Stout & baby daughter.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Lynn Christy, Clint Garrison, Ardelle Heffner, Marlene
Ochs, June Page, Jim Putt, Emma Renzo, Jane Wilkinson, and Mary June Yackera.
The Military: Eric Alderman, Marie Rosati Clark, Kiley Ann Gring, Natalie Ketner, Allison Rosati Martin, Justin
Klinger, Eric Ochs, Nick Taatjes, and Jeffrey Troutman, Jr.
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman, Carolyn Bryant, Joanne Debiec, Fred
DeLong, Marge Dietrich, Samuel Guido, Nicholas Hydock, Hannah Kramer, Jake Powers, Patricia Prutzman,
Resch Family, Kenneth Searfoss, Rodney Weiss, Jr., Beverly Wentzel, Jerry Zachousk, and Ann Zimmerman.
Special Ministries: Our missionaries in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his family, and our young adult in
global mission work-Annie Herman.
Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current.

February 25, 2018
Annual Congregational Meeting
For reception of reports and adoption of endowment and rental management budgets
Immediately following worship
A reminder to all Committee Chairs that the deadline for all reports for the Congregational Meeting is
Monday, February 11th. They can be e-mailed (preferred method) to the office @ tlcworship@aol.com.
Otherwise, a hard copy should be in Carol Koch’s mailbox by the above date.

Food Pantry Sundays
February 18th & 25th
We’ll be collecting for the Conrad Weiser Food Pantry
Pantry items needed are as follows:
Cereal – hot and cold
Spaghetti/Pasta
Meat – tuna, chicken, spam
Beans
Juice

Jelly
Spaghetti Sauce
Canned Vegetables
Soups and Stews
Crackers

Peanut Butter
Rice
Canned Fruits
Jello or Pudding

Pantry clients also greatly appreciate receiving personal care and household items: soap, shampoo,
toothbrushes and toothpaste, laundry detergent, toilet paper, tissues, etc.

If you would like to change your Simply Giving Amount or if you would like to participate in the program or
withdraw from the program, just pick up a form in the narthex, fill it out and place it in a sealed envelope with
Barbara Debiec’s name on it.

•
•
•
•

Bethany Miller for being selected to as First Chair, Bass Clarinet in District Band. Concert was Saturday,
January 20th.
Helen Hummel for being awarded 4th place in Peach Jelly at the PA Farm Show.
Heritage Society for being awarded 1st place in sauerkraut at the PA Farm Show.
Charlotte Moyer for being awarded 5th place in sauerkraut at the PA Farm Show.
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Youth and Family Coming Up:
February 24th West Berks Mission District Youth Event: You should have received an email
with all the details. Registration deadline is February 9th. Please see Pr. Julie ASAP for info and
forms if you did not receive them.
Confirmation February 4, 11, 18, and 25
First-Communion classes will begin in February for children 4 years old and up.
* We will meet for 4 non-consecutive Sundays: 2/18, 3/4, 3/18, and 3/25.
* First Communion will be during Holy Week on Maundy Thursday, March 29th at 7:30PM.
* Each class will meet after worship in the Social Hall. Lunch will be served.
* We will need parent volunteers to help with lunch and stay for classes.
* Please see Pr. Julie if you have a child you think is ready for First Communion classes.
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Children Sharing “I Love to Tell the Story” on Sunday, January 21 st as Sunday
School Orchestra played

Timmy Hipple, and Alexis and Sammy Shoumlisky with Pastor Julie
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Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship

The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00. If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers. Please put your check (payable to
Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00.
We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office, Nancy
Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers. Otherwise, the
flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need. Thanks. We need Altar Flower Sponsors for 2/4,
2/18, and 2/25. Please sign up in the narthex.
Altar Flower Sponsors for February: 2/4-available, 2/11-Barbara & Richard Debiec in memory of James Ervin,
2/18-available, 2/25-available.
Bulletin Sponsors for February: 2/4-Joe & Sue Sickler in memory of Charles Sickler, 2/11-Boy Scout Troop
459, 2/18-Barbara & Richard Debiec in memory of James Ervin, 2/25-Sue & Joe Sickler in honor of Beth’s
birthday.
Communion Assistant: Sue Coleman

Helpers for February

Acolytes: 2/4-Paige Shannon, 2/11-Scouts,
Altar Guild:
Greeters: 2/4-Helen & Dick Hummel, 2/11-Boy Scouts, 2/18-Frank & Laura Krick, 2/25-Linda & Kirsten Weiss.
Lay Readers: 2/4-Dan Nace, 2/11-Boy Scouts, 2/18-Mary Nace, 2/25-Betty Lou Franzen.
Ushers: 2/4- Lawry’s, 2/11-Boy Scouts, 2/18-Kurtzes, 2/25-Berkenstocks
Counters: 2/4-Debiec/Rinehimer, 2/11-Hummels, 2/14-Franzens, 2/18-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 2/25-Jarsocrak.
Sound Technician: -2/4-Patrick Berkenstock, 2/11-Stephanie Kurtz, 2/14 -Scott Franzen, 2/18-Wendell Byler,
2/25-Scott Franzen.
Bulletin Assemblers: 2/1-Kathy Bashore, 2/8-Barb Debiec, 2/13-Eleanor Brossman, 2/15-Sandra Miller & Pat
Sickles, 2/22-Mary Young, 3/1-Mary Jane Evans.
Newsletter Assemblers: Linda Weiss and Ann Sentz
Church Council Members
Wendell Byler, President 610-670-8512
Susan Coleman, Vice President 484-987-0959
Scott Franzen 610-678-7330
Jerry Jarsocrak 610-670-0954
Diane Klinger 610-927-8730
Laura Miller 610-678-2152
April Schwartz 484-345-9018
Kay Stout 610-678-8238
Harmony Wentzel 610-390-9986

•
•
•

Church Council Highlights for January
Elected and selected officers and some committee liaisons.
Finalized plans for Council retreat on Feb. 3rd from 9 AM to 3 PM @ Furnace Creek Manor
Educated and reviewed financial process with all council members.

Birthday Milestones in February
Elaine Binkley will be 81. Happy Birthday Elaine.

