
Trinity Tidings for Feb. 2020 
Trinity Lutheran Church 130 S. Walnut St., Wernersville, PA, 19565, 610.678.1782, 

e-mail: tlcworship @aol.com, www.trinitywernersville.org, facebook.com/trinitywernersville 
Pastor Julie Osterhout, Deacon Carol Koch, Musician: Nancy Moyer, Sexton: Jamie Black 

 
“You	shall	love	the	LORD	your	God	with	all	your	heart,	and	with	all	your	soul,	

and	with	all	your	might.”	
(Deut. 6:5 NRS) 

 
Yes, February is almost here. What does that mean? It means Super Bowl, Groundhog Day (which is 

Super Bowl Day), Valentine’s Day, Transfiguration, Ash Wednesday, Martin Luther died Feb. 18, 1546, and 
for my family there are a boat load of birthdays in February—five! 

But for the church, February 2020 is a green time—what we call “Ordinary Time.” Though some 
people insist Epiphany is a season, in truth, it is only one day—January 6th. The Sundays after that are 
Sundays after Epiphany, the liturgical color is green, and the season is well . . . ordinary. 

For the church, the color green signifies “life.” And this ordinary time is a time for engaging in 
ordinary life—engaging in ministry. It is through “Ordinary Time” that we hear the stories of Jesus’ ministry—
the ministry that sets an example for how we are to do ministry, too. 

Following Jesus’ example means we do ministry with generous hearts—hearts that overflow with the 
love and grace of God. It is this kind of ministry that demonstrates how much God loves us and how much 
we love God. Which brings us to a very real question. Do you love God? It is easy to talk about how much 
God loves us, but we don’t always talk about how much we love God. 

A relationship is a two way street. And in a relationship of love, there is a commitment to 
demonstrate our love to whoever is in the second half of that relationship. Dr. Gary Chapman in his book, 
The Five Love Languages, tells us there are five love languages—five ways that people receive love—five 
ways to give love: words of affirmation, gifts, service, quality time, and physical touch. Though Dr. 
Chapman is focusing on human relationships, it is clear that all of these love languages are a part of the 
relationship we have with the God we love. 

So how do we show God our love during not only this “Ordinary Time” but all year long? Well, we 
show God love when we use “words of affirmation” as we sing praises, pray, and even hear the word.  

“Gifts” of love are demonstrated through our generous gifts of time, talent, and treasure. We show 
our love for God by choosing to give to the ministries of Trinity—ministry that actually changes the lives of 
others. We do that through our Mission Possible Team, our Endowment Fund, our Community Response 
Fund (money raised through the Strawberry Festival), and the work of our preschool; as well as the work of 
pastor and deacon in our faith community, the greater church, and neighborhood. There’s more: special 
offerings for Advent, Lent and service organizations, the food that is collected for the food pantry, the 
music that we present particularly our Sunday School Orchestra which is a community effort. I am sure you 
can think of some more ways Trinity changes lives. 

Our love language of “service” is found in the doing of all the above and more. When we go to work, 
school, spend time with family and friends—or even engage in community volunteer projects—we are not 
only sharing God’s abundant love for others, we are showing how much we love God. For when we serve 
others, we are serving Christ. 

How about the love language of “Quality Time?” What kind of quality time do you spend with God? 
This is time spent reading scripture and talking to God through prayer, silence, and listening. It is time 
spent in worship. 

And “Physical Touch?” That may sound difficult—after all—how does one touch God? But we can 
because God touches us through the bread and the cup—Christ is really and truly present in this holy meal. 
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God is in the water that pours out upon us in our baptisms. God is in every flower we touch, every animal 
we caress, the air we breathe, the oceans in which we splash, and the water we drink—God is in all of it—
God is creation itself. 

So how do you show God your love? How do you live out a generous life rich in speaking love, giving 
love, serving in love, spending time in love, and reaching out in love? As we enter this new year of 2020 let 
us be mindful of how we show our love for God born of the life transforming power of God’s love for us. 
May the peace of God strengthen you and love you. May our love for God come to life in all we say and do. 

 
Blessings, 
Pr. Julie 
 

	

Sunday, February 9th 

 

Everybody Come to Church! 
 

for 

Generosity Sunday  
Group Picture after Worship 

 

followed by 

a Ziti Luncheon 
in the Social Hall 

 
No worship on Saturday night, February 8th 

 

 
If you would like to change your Simply Giving Amount or if you would like to participate in the program or 
withdraw from the program, just pick up a form in the narthex, fill it out and place it in a sealed envelope 

with Barbara Debiec’s name on it. 
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Food Pantry Sundays 

February 16th and 23rd 
We’ll be collecting for the Conrad Weiser Food Pantry 

Pantry items needed are as follows: 
 
Cereal – hot and cold    Jelly    Peanut Butter 
Spaghetti/Pasta    Spaghetti Sauce   Rice 
Meat – tuna, chicken, spam   Canned Vegetables       Canned Fruits   
Beans      Soups and Stews              Jello or Pudding 
Juice           Crackers 
 
Pantry clients also greatly appreciate receiving personal care and household items:  soap, shampoo, 
toothbrushes and toothpaste, laundry detergent, toilet paper, tissues, etc.   
  

 

 
A reminder to all Committee Chairs that the deadline for all reports for the Congregational Meeting is 
Monday, February 10th.  They can be e-mailed (preferred method) to the office @ tlcworship@aol.com.  
Otherwise, a hard copy should be in Carol Koch’s mailbox by the above date.  
The Annual Congregational Meeting for reception of reports and adoption of endowment and rental 
management budgets will be held  following worship on Sunday 3/3.   
 
 

 
Birthday Milestones in February 

Elaine Binkley will be 83 and James Weinhold will be 81.  Happy Birthday Elaine and Jim.   
 

Please	remember	in	your	prayers:	
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Elaine Binkley, Dan Eshbach, Sandra Miller, Phil Schaeffer, 
Matthew Schwartz, Sue Sickler, and Rodney Weiss, Jr. 
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Sharon Gring, Ryan Harman, Ardelle Heffner, Joan 
Kava, Diane Klinger, Ed & Pat Paine, Barbara Pennypacker, Cathy Richards, Clarence Schein, Pat Sickles, 
Kay Weatherholtz, and Jane Wilkinson.                                                          
The Military: Kiley Gring Mohn, Natalie Ketner, and Justin Klinger. 
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman, Carolyn Bryant, Fred DeLong, Marge 
Dietrich, Peggy Guido, Glenn Helbert, Jennifer Hemstreet, Jessey Homan, Shirley Kerchner, Sharon  
Kleczynski, Hannah Kramer, Cindy Marsh, Destiny Olivarares, Jake Powers, Clairre Putt, Tom Reppert, Jerry 
Zachousk, and Ann Zimmerman.      
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Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his Family. 
Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current. 

 
 
 

 

 
A gift from our Social Ministry Committee budget. 
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This Thank you is for the items you donated to the Giving Tree in the narthex during Advent.  Thanks also 

to Mary Jane and Ed Evans for delivering the items to Bethany. 
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How are We Doing? 
Trinity’s Financial Summary for December 

Average Attendance in December, 2019: 68 
Average in December, 2018: 83 
Average Weekly Giving in December, 2019: $5,663.29 
Average in December, 2018: $5836.91 
Total income year to date: $196,859.71 
Total income year to date in 2018: $179,817.43 
Total expenses year to date: $188,146.83 
Total expenses year to date in 2018: $180,734.04 
Total income in December: $28,316.43 
Total expenses in December: $19, 442.51 
Percentage of Mission Support made year to date:  

to Synod: 113%, to Mission District: 100% 
Thanks to your generosity, we ended 2019 in the black with a balance of $11,687.88 in the general fund. 
 

Flower	and	Bulletin	Sponsorship	
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00.  If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are 
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers.  Please put your check (payable to 
Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate.  The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is 
$15.00.  We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office, 
Nancy Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers.  
Otherwise, the flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need.  Thanks.  We need Altar Flower 
Sponsors for 2/23 and we need bulletin sponsors for all the Sundays in February except 2/9, plus Ash 
Wednesday on 2/26.  Please sign up on the appropriate chart in the narthex. 
 
Altar Flower Sponsors for February: 2/2-Ron & Diane Harman in honor of their 50th wedding anniversary 
on 1/31.  2/9-Barb and Rich Debiec in honor of Fern Ervin’s 89th birthday, 2/16-Laura Miller in memory of 
her brother, 2/23-available. 
 
Bulletin Sponsors for February: 2/2-available, 2/9-Diane Brown in thanks for all God’s blessings, 2/16, 
2/23, and 2/26-available. 
	

Helpers	for	February	
Council	Devotions	and	Snack:	Wendell Byler 

	
Communion Assistant:  Allison Given 
 
Greeters: 2/2-Cindy Hassler-Schappell & Bob Schappell, 2/9-Kurtzes, 2/16-Hummels, 2/23- Cindy 
Hassler-Schappell & Bob Schappell 
	
Lay	Readers:	2/2-Bob Bashore, 2/9-Diane Brown, 2/16-Kathy Lawry, 2/23-Harmony Wentzel.	
	
Ushers:	2/2-Lawry’s, 2/9-Bashore’s, 2/16-Kurtzes, 2/23-Berkenstocks.  
 
Acolytes: 2/2-Jocelyn Enck, 2/9-Alexis Shoumlisky, 2/16-Aislin Given, 2/23-Owen Wentzel. 
 
Sound System: 2/2- Scott Franzen, 2/9-Patrick Berkenstock, 2/16-Wendell Byler, 2/23-Stephanie Kurtz, 
2/26-Scott Franzen  
	
Counters:	2/2-Hummels,	2/9-Franzens, 2/16-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 2/23-Jarsocrak, 2/26-Debiec/Rinehimer 



	
Bulletin	Assemblers: 2/5-June Rapley, 2/12-Diane Brown, 2/19-Connie Fritz, 2/26-Linda Weiss, 3/3-
Ann Sentz. 
 
Children’s Sunday School Teachers: 2/2-Harmony Wentzel, 2/9-Morgan Enck, 2/16-Beth Byler, 2/23-Lori 
Shoumlisky. 
 

Church	Council	Members	
Wendell Byler, President  610-670-8512 

Harmony Wentzel, Vice President  610-390-9986 
Scott Franzen 610-781-7674 

Jerry Jarsocrak  610-670-0954 
Laura Miller  717-507-0934 

Elwood (Woody) Noll  484-638-2057 
Joe Perrone  484-949-4829 

Cindy Hassler-Schappell  610-451-6131 
 
 
 

Church Council Highlights for January 
• Set date of March 1 for Congregational Meeting following worship/All reports are due into the office 

by 2/10 so report can be compiled. 
• Bob Bashore did a presentation on the Extravagant Generosity workshop he, Diane Brown and 

Pastor Julie attended on 1/10 and 1/11.   
• Elected officers and assigned committee liaisons. 
• Planned council retreat. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


