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Stewardship. What does it mean to you?
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember that I am with
you always, to the end of the age.” (Mt 28:19-20 NRSV)
What a profound way in which the writer of the Gospel of Matthew ends this gospel! As Christians our
calling is to spread the gospel message to all corners of the earth. So what does this have to do with
Stewardship you ask? Well, everything.
About a month ago our Stewardship Committee asked our church family to answer five questions
either by using an email link to Survey Monkey or write by hand on hard copy. Approximately one quarter of
the congregation responded. Thank you! Our five questions dealt with What you know about Stewardship,
How God has touched your life, What God’s greatest gift to you has been, How you respond to God’s work in
your lives, and finally, How do you see your time and talents being used by the church at all levels?
Responses were varied, but overwhelmingly, the people of Trinity know what it means to care for all of
God’s creation and our financial gifts as good stewards of all God has given us. We understand that caring for
God’s gifts is a baptismal promise we try to keep each and every day.
We are thankful for our families, our lives, our faith, and the times God’s presence was revealed to us
in a moment of tragedy or difficult situations. And we are grateful for our God given vocational gifts, abilities,
and opportunities to use them in this world.
What gifts does Trinity’s family have to give in return? By helping in any way we are able—through our
time, our talents and our treasures. We want to help the poor, teach, reach out in mission, pray, and
volunteer our time in meaningful ways.
And what about the greater church? Our synod? Our own community of faith? How should we best be
using our time, talents, and treasures? The people of Trinity are a generous and giving community. If we could,
we’d save the world. Responses expressed a desire to reach out to ALL people and generations, disaster relief,
eliminating hunger, homelessness, providing medical care, education, spreading the gospel and kindness all
around the world! Wow! What a mission minded people we are!
Thank you Trinity family for taking the time to answer our questions and share your thoughts on gifts
and stewardship. With your financial support and gifts of time and talent we will walk into our future ready to
put the gospel into action! We will be ready to live out our baptisms in ways that make positive changes in
both our global and local communities.
As a grace-filled people we will indeed go into the world baptizing and making disciples of all nations.
Amen!
Blessings,
Pr. Julie
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Upcoming Special Events

Sunday March 11th after worship (Generosity Sunday), the Stewardship committee invites you to our annual
congregational dinner. This year, we are having a potluck meal in our Social Hall. We ask that you sign up in
the narthex and share your favorite dish with us as well as share good fellowship. We need an approximate
head count so we know how many tables to set up.
If you like to bowl, sign up for the WBMD Bowl-a-Thon Sunday 3/11 in the afternoon. See info in the narthex.

Friday, March 23rd @ 7 PM, the Fellowship Committee is sponsoring a trip to the Reading Royals Hockey
Game. Cost is $17.00 Please sign up in the narthex if you are interested.

Sunday, March 18 @ 9:15 AM-as we prepare for Easter, Parish Education invites everyone to an all
ages event The Great Surprise in place of Sunday School that day. Kids and their families will
experience hands on fun with a variety of surprising activities. Through these WOW experiences,
everyone discovers the amazing surprise that Jesus is alive!
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Wednesday, March 21, 2018
WEST BERKS MISSION DISTRICT
Annual Lenten Prayer Breakfast
8:00 A.M. at The Inn at Reading
1040 Park Road Wyomissing PA 19610
Please join us for an inspirational morning with our guest speaker
The Rev. Dr. Theresa Latini
Dr. Latini is the first President of the newly formed United Lutheran Seminary with campuses in Philadelphia and
Gettysburg. She will be sharing on the topic: “The Power and Promise of Lament” A sign up sheet is posted in
the narthex. Funding is being provided by our Endowment Committee Leadership and Education line. Our goal
would be to have at least 6 to 8 people attend from Trinity. Deadline to sign up is Sunday, March 11th.

Wednesday, March 21st @ noon we are hosting the Conrad Weiser Ministerium Lenten service and meal. We
need 3 people to sign up to bring vegetable soup and 5 people to bring bar-b-que. Please see the sign up
sheet in the narthex.

Sunday, April 1-Covered Dish Easter Breakfast. Come between 9:15 and 9:30 AM to enjoy breakfast,
conversation, and something special for Easter. Bring a dish to share with others. Easter Egg hunt
for elementary and younger children @ 10 AM followed by Easter worship & Holy Communion @
10:30 AM. A sign up sheet for this event will appear in the narthex in mid March.

Many of you probably remember Althea Albright who served as our Youth Director about 5 or 6 years ago.
Althea has graduated from seminary and has received her first call. She is being ordained at Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church in Reading on Saturday, April 7 @ 3 PM. If you would be interested in attending, please email or call Carol at the church office by the end of March. We will arrange car pooling if there is interest.
Even if you prefer not to car pool, we need a head count for her.
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We extend our sincere sympathy to Rosalie Putt and her family. Her husband, Jim entered the Church
Triumphant on Monday, January 29th. A funeral service was held here on Friday, Feb.2nd. Please
remember Rosalie in your thoughts and prayers.

Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Mary Jane Evans, Dawn Giangiacomo, Diane Harman, Buzz
Lockwood, Mitchell Matlack, Pamela Moyer, Barbara Pennypacker, Fred Pirl, Matthew Schwartz, Sofia Stone,
baby Charlie Stout.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Lynn Christy, Ardelle Heffner, Marlene Ochs, June Page,
Emma Renzo, Jane Wilkinson, and Mary June Yackera.
The Military: Eric Alderman, Marie Rosati Clark, Kiley Ann Gring, Natalie Ketner, Allison Rosati Martin, Justin
Klinger, Eric Ochs, Nick Taatjes, and Jeffrey Troutman, Jr.
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman, Carolyn Bryant, Joanne Debiec, Fred
DeLong, Marge Dietrich, Samuel Guido, Nicholas Hydock, Hannah Kramer, Jake Powers, Patricia Prutzman,
Resch Family, Kenneth Searfoss, Rodney Weiss, Jr., Beverly Wentzel, Jerry Zachousk, and Ann Zimmerman.
Special Ministries: Our missionaries in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his family, and our young adult in
global mission work-Annie Herman.
Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current.

Just a reminder if you have any Thrivent products.
You may have Choice Dollars to distribute. Formerly they advised you when this occurred but they no longer
do this. You have to go online and check. If you direct your choice dollars to Trinity, it goes to support our
preschool. If you do not direct your dollars, it is like throwing money away. Please check your account
monthly, or at least quarterly.
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And a Little Child Shall Lead Them
About 6 weeks ago our Sunday School lesson was about the widow’s offering and how she gave all that she
had to help others. As part of the story and activites, Kathy Lawry, gave each child 2 pennies. I was unaware
of this, but as I was preparing for bell rehearsal, saw Owen Wentzel and his grandmother come up to the
chancel and put something in the offering plate after church. I thought nothing of it until Betty Lou Franzen,
who was the counter that day, came to Kathy and I and showed us the offering plate with the 2 pennies he
had been given. Since Generosity Sunday is March 11, this seemed appropriate to share.
Scout Sunday, February 11, 2018
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Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00. If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers. Please put your check (payable to
Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00.
We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office, Nancy
Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers. Otherwise, the
flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need. Thanks. We need Bulletin Sponsors for 3/4,
3/18, and 3/25. Please sign up in the narthex.
Altar Flower Sponsors for March: 3/4-Pamela Moyer in memory of her mother, 3/11-John Ketner in memory
of his wife, Doris, 3/18-Scott and Betty Lou Franzen in memory of Lydia Beth, 3/25-Pamela Moyer in memory
of her mother and Annie McKinney
Bulletin Sponsors for March: 3/4-available, 3/11-Rick & Kathy Lawry in honor of granddaughter Kate’s
birthday, 3/18-available, 3/25-available.
Helpers for March
Communion Assistant: Carly Kurtz
Acolytes: 3/4-Carly Kurtz, 3/18-Bethany Miller
Altar Guild: Anne Marie Rinehimer
Greeters: 3/4-Kurtz Family, 3/11-Joe & Sue Sickler, 3/18-Marie & Joe Rosati, 3/25-Dan & Audrey Eshbach.
Lay Readers: 3/4-Jerry Jarsocrak, 3/11-Anne Marie Rinehimer, 3/18-Hummels, 3/25-Bob Bashore.
Ushers: 3/4- Bayshore’s, 3/11-Lawry’s, 3/18-Kurtzes, 3/25-Berkenstocks
Counters: 3/4- Hummels, 3/11-Debiec/Rinehimer, 3/18-Franzens, 3/25-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 3/30-Jarsocrak.
Sound Technician: -3/4-Patrick Berkenstock, 3/11-Stephanie Kurtz, 3/18-Wendell Byler, 3/25-Scott Franzen,
3/29 & 3/30-Scott Franzen, 3/31-Mike Jarsocrak.
Bulletin Assemblers: 3/1-Mary Young, 3/8-Mary Jane Evans, 3/15-Sandra Miller & Pat Sickles, 3/22-Carolyn
Kurtz, 3/28 (Maundy Thursday & Good Friday-June Rapley, 3/29 (Easter Vigil & Easter)-Diane Brown.
Newsletter Assemblers: Linda Weiss and Ann Sentz
Church Council Members
Wendell Byler, President 610-670-8512
Susan Coleman, Vice President 484-987-0959
Scott Franzen 610-678-7330
Jerry Jarsocrak 610-670-0954
Diane Klinger 610-927-8730
Laura Miller 610-678-2152
April Schwartz 484-345-9018
Kay Stout 610-678-8238
Harmony Wentzel 610-390-9986
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Church Council Highlights for February
Approved Rental Management Budget for 2018.
Next meeting date changed to 2nd Tuesday (2/13) due to scheduling conflicts.
There will be an Easter Covered Dish Breakfast. People should arrive between 9:15 AM and 9:30 AM.
Fellowship is sponsoring a trip to the Reading Royals Hockey Game on Friday Night, 3/23. Sign up in
the narthex.
There will be a Mission Possible Presentation on the Puerto Rico trip to the committee on 3/1. A
presentation will be made in church on a weekend in the future.

Birthday Milestones in March
June Page will be 94. Happy Birthday June.

