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The	Eye	of	the	Storm	

 
What is it about March? “In like a lion and out like lamb or in like a lamb and out like a lion.” We have 

the Ides of March—that fatal March 15th when the Roman Emperor, Julius Caesar, was treacherously stabbed 
to death by his best friend as he asks, “Et tu Brute?” (That’s Shakespeare for “You too, Brutus?”) 
 March is the month of wind and kites, cold and warm, snow and rain—a time of uncertain weather. It 
is the month when our yearning for spring is at its greatest. This year the Spring Equinox comes on March 20th 
which has on occasion greeted us with a bluster of blizzards. 
 And yet, amid all of this meteorological confusion of a fickle, raging March, we find the eye of the 
storm as we immerse ourselves in the quiet Lenten self-reflection of holy kairos—God’s time. Ash Wednesday 
is March 6th. In times past, the Lenten obligation was to pray, fast, and give alms. 
 I believe this is still an opportunity for us today though our interpretation of what it means to do these 
three things is broader and more far reaching. We are able to pray to God in so many places and in so many 
ways. We pray that God help us grow closer to God, we pray for the well-being of family, friends, and 
neighbors, we pray for peace, we pray for things personal, public, grand, and small—but most importantly is 
that we are intentional in our time of conversation, listening, and reflection with the One who never leaves us.  
 How about fasting? Some people really do fast during Lent. Some are unable to do that—but in the 
spirit of denying self, many can and do “give up” things that are well loved (candy, TV, that glass of wine, etc. . 
.) But for myself, I want to give up something that makes a difference in the kind of person I am in ways that 
are permanent and strengthen my relationship with God and my neighbor. Can I give up my lazy attitude of 
staying in contact with those I love? Can I give up my poor self-care habits and become healthier in mind, 
body, and spirit? This is how I think about what it means to “fast”—giving up the things that make positive 
change in my life. 
 Finally, giving alms or giving to the poor—translation: serving the poor. When we serve the poor we 
are serving God. Perhaps you could help with Opportunity House meals if you’ve never done that, or become 
actively involved with mission opportunities as they present themselves here at Trinity, or consider mentoring 
a younger person, help out with Needles of Love, Social Ministry, or Mutual Ministries (evangelism). 
 But above all, take time for sacred time—kairos time: read scripture and devotions, then pray some 
more. Here you will find the eye in the middle of the storm. Be at peace. Christ is with you always.  
 
Peace, 
Pastor Julie 
 

2019 Lenten Schedule 
March 5—12:00pm Shrove Tuesday Marti Gras Lunch  
March 6—Ash Wednesday 
 12:00: Worship/Imposition of Ashes followed by soup lunch  

6:00: Soup and Study 
7:30: Worship/Imposition of Ashes 

*March 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10: 6:00pm Soup/Study; 7:00pm Vespers with Holy Communion 
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March 27—12:00pm Ministerium Worship and Soup at Trinity 
April 14—10:30am Palm Sunday of the Passion 
April 18—7:30pm Maundy Thursday Worship 
April 19—Good Friday 

12:00: Stations of the Cross  
7:30: Worship 

April 20—5:30pm Easter Vigil  
Baptisms of Renee and Charlie Stout 

April 21—10:30am: The Resurrection of Our Lord 
 
*Soup and Study will meet in the Library.  
We will be studying the Temptation, some parables of Jesus, the Passion story itself, and more. 
 
Wednesday 12:00 Ministerium Worship/Soup Schedule 
March 13—St. Francis, RC Robesonia 
March 20—Zion Lutheran, Womelsdorf 
March 27—Trinity Lutheran, Wernersville 
April 3—St. Daniel’s Lutheran, Robesonia 
April 10—Trinity Lutheran, Robesonia 
 
 

Upcoming Special Events 

 
 

If you like to bowl, sign up for the WBMD Bowl-a-Thon Sunday 3/3 in the afternoon.  See info in the narthex. 
 

 
The Annual Congregational Meeting for reception of reports and adoption of endowment and rental 
management budgets will be held following worship on Sunday 3/10.  Reports are available in the narthex.  

 
 
 

 
Friday, March 22nd  @ 7 PM, the Fellowship Committee is sponsoring a trip to the Reading Royals Hockey 

Game.  Cost is $17.00 Please sign up in the narthex if you are interested. 
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Godparents for Tanzania (G4TZ) works to end poverty in Tanzania by educating young people for self-

sufficiency and service. G4TZ provides scholarships for forty-five students to attend secondary school, 
vocational training, and college. 

With a population of 57 million, Tanzania is one of the largest countries in Africa. In recent years, the 
country has experienced rapid economic growth, and per capita income has risen significantly to $2920 per 
year (versus $60,200 per year in the United States). However, this growth primarily benefits educated people 
in urban areas. Twenty million Tanzanians still live in extreme poverty, surviving on less than $1.90 per day. 
Extreme poverty is acute in remote areas, where most people have limited access to quality education, clean 
water, electricity, and health care. 

G4TZ believes that education is the best way to help young people lift themselves and their families 
from poverty. Their scholarship students are preparing for careers in health care, education, engineering, and 
business. And their graduates are serving people all over Tanzania as doctors, physician assistants, nurses, 
teachers, wildlife managers, and agriculture specialists. With education, young Tanzanians can raise the 
standard of living for themselves, their families, and their communities. 

G4TZ’s executive director, Kristin Westermann, will be with us on March 23 and 24 for worship and 
Sunday School. Join us to learn more about the work of G4TZ. 

 

 
Wednesday, March 27th @ noon we are hosting the Conrad Weiser Ministerium Lenten service and meal.  
Please plan to attend. 
 

 

 
Join us on Sunday, March 31 @ 11:30 AM-as we celebrate Lent and prepare for Easter. 

Parish Education is trying something different this year.  It will be much like our Advent Fun Shop but 
preparing for Easter rather than Christmas. 

 
We will begin with a light lunch and then proceed to the craft tables to make Lenten and Easter items.  

This is an event for all ages.  A sign up sheet will be appearing soon.  If you would be willing to donate food, 
sign up in the narthex by 3/24.   We are also asking you to sign up if you plan to attend so that we have a 
general idea of how much food to provide.  If you would like to do a craft table, talk to Carol Koch. We already 
have 4 volunteers but would like 2 or 3 more.  Have lots of suggestions to provide you with.  Remember they 
have to be easy enough for our kids to do with a little adult help. 
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Please	remember	in	your	prayers:	
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: David Gross, Dr. Stephen Friberg, Ryan Harman, Diane 
Klinger, Buzz Lockwood, Cathy Richards, Tom Schwalm, and Matthew Schwartz. 
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Ardelle Heffner, Joan Kava, Pat Sickles , Kay Weatherholtz, 
and Jane Wilkinson. 
The Military: Bryce Dawson, Kiley Ann Gring, Natalie Ketner, Allison Rosati  Martin, Justin Klinger, Eric Ochs, 
Nick Taatjes, and Jeffrey Troutman, Jr. 
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman, Carolyn Bryant, Fred DeLong, Marge 
Dietrich, Peggy Guido, Glenn Helbert, Karl Himmelmann, Jessey Homan, Donald & Shirley Kerchner, Hannah 
Kramer, Jake Powers, Tom Reppert, Kenneth Searfoss, Judy Steffie, Beverly Wentzel, Jerry Zachousk.and Ann 
Zimmerman.  
Special Ministries:  Our missionary in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his family. 
 

Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep ourprayer list current. 
 
 

 
Just a reminder if you have any Thrivent products.   

You may have Choice Dollars to distribute.  Formerly they advised you when this occurred but they no longer 
do this.  You have to go online and check.  If you direct your choice dollars to Trinity, it goes to support our 

preschool.  If you do not direct your dollars, it is like throwing money away.  Please check your account  
monthly, or at least quarterly.   

 
 

 
Easter Flower signup begins Weekend of March 9/10.  Cost of flowers is $8.50.  Flowers 
will be used to adorn the chancel at Easter vigil and on Easter morning.  You may 
take your plant after service on Easter morning or leave it and it will be delivered to 
shut-ins.    
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Your Mission Support Dollars at Work 
Bear Creek Camp conducts day camps in Lutheran congregations throughout Northeast Pennsylvania.    What 
makes the Wilkes-Barre Cooperative Bear Creek Day Camp unique is besides children attending from the 
participating downtown Wilkes-Barre Lutheran parishes, children are intentionally invited who are part of 
Mercy Services, a program for children at risk which is directed by Sister Lucille Brislin.  Mercy Services is 
housed in the St. John's Parish House which adjoins St. John's Lutheran Church where the Bear Creek Day 
Camp is held. Thanks to a grant provided by the Witness and Service Team of the NEPA Synod of the ELCA, 
which is funded by Mission Support Giving, over half of the children who attend the Wilkes-Barre Cooperative 
Bear Creek Day Camp come from Mercy Services. These children are truly diamonds in the rough in that they 
have all the potential of other children but next to none of the opportunities.  And, without fail, every year as 
the result of singing, laughing, playing and praying together, these children begin to shine with God's love as 
the result of being nurtured in the faith based outdoor ministry of the Bear Creek Day Camp. 

 
 

How are We Doing? 
Trinity’s Financial Summary for January 

After each third Tuesday of the month Council Meeting, we will print the financial information for the previous 
month.  
 
Average Attendance: 79 
Total income for 2018: $179,817.43 
 Total expenses for 2018: $180,743.04 
Total income last month: $12,796.00 
Total expenses last month: $14,602.58 
Percentage of Mission Support made year to date:  

to Synod: 8 %, to Mission District: 0% 
 
Debt Retirement Completed!  Please consider adding your debt retirement giving to your regular 
weekly/monthly giving. 

 
 

Some Candid Shots from Our Mystery Dinner on February 23rd  
Thanks to Diane Brown 
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Flower	and	Bulletin	Sponsorship	
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00.  If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note t 

note that there are flower envelopes in the narthex beside the signup list for altar flowers.  Please put your 
check (payable to Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate.  The cost of sponsoring the 
bulletins is $15.00.  We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the 
office, Nancy Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers.  
Otherwise, the flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need.  Thanks.  We need bulletin 
sponsors for 3/3, 3/6 (Ash Wednesday), 3/17, and 3/31.  We need altar flower sponsors for 3/17 & 3/24.  
Please sign up on the appropriate chart in the narthex. 
 
Altar Flower Sponsors for March: 3/3-Pam Moyer in memory of her mother, 3/10-Available, 3/17-Scott and 
Betty Lou Franzen in memory of Lydia Beth, 3/24-Available, 3/31-Pam Moyer in memory of her mother and 
Annie McKinney. 
 
Bulletin Sponsors for March: 3/3-Available, 3/6 (Ash Wednesday) available, 3/10-Rick & Kathy Lawry in honor 
of granddaughter Katie’s birthday, 3/17-Available, 3/24-Charlotte Moyer in memory of loved ones and 
husband Donald,3/31-Available.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	



Helpers	for	March	
Council	Devotions	and	Snack:	Wendell Byler 

	
Communion Assistant:  Wendell Byler 
 
Greeters: 3/3-Janice Lamm, 3/10-Frank & Laura Krick, 3/17-Audrey & Dan Eshbach, 3/24-Kathy & Bob 
Bashore, 3/31-Kurtz Family. 
	
Lay	Readers:	3/3-Kerri Searfoss, 3/10-Joe Perrone, 3/17- Wendell Byler, 3/24-Diane Brown, 3/31-Ron Rush.	
	
Ushers:	3/3-Lawry’s, 3/10- Bashore’s, 3/17-Kurtzes, 3/24-Berkenstocks, 
3/31-Laura Miller & Barb Debiec.  
 
 
Sound System: 3/3- Patrick Berkenstock, 3/6 (Ash Wednesday)-Scott Franzen, 3/10- Stephanie Kurtz, 3/17-
Wendell Byler, 3/24-Scott Franzen, 3/31-Patrick Berkenstock.  
	
Counters:	3/3-Debiec/Rinehimer, 3/6-Hummels,	3/10-Franzens, 3/17-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 3/24-Jarsocrak., 3/31-
Debiec/Rinehimer. 
 
Bulletin	Assemblers: 3/7-Connie Fritz, 3/14-Linda Weiss, 3/21-Anne Sentz, 3/28-Kathy Lawry, 4/4-Carolyn 
Kurtz. 
 
Children’s Sunday School Teachers: 3/3-Morgan Enck, 3/10-Beth Byler, 3/17-open, 3/24-Sandy Shadel. 
 

Church	Council	Members	
Wendell Byler, President  610-451-1506 

Harmony Wentzel, Vice President  610-390-9986 
Scott Franzen 610-781-7674 

Jerry Jarsocrak  610-413-9472 
Laura Miller  717-507-0934 

Elwood (Woody) Noll  484-638-2057 
Cindy Hassler-Schappell  610-670-1971 

April Schwartz  484-577-9150 
Kay Stout  610-763-8776 

 
 

 
Church Council Highlights for February 

• Approved letter of transfer for Susan (Coleman) George to St. John’s (Hain’s) UCC. 
• Ecumenical (Ministerium) noon Lenten service @ Trinity on 3/27. 
• 2016 audit completed. 
• Pete confirmed that our debt has been retired. 
• Fence has been installed and paid for. 

 
 


