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“Let the Children Come!”

What a truly amazing Holy Week lies ahead of us. As | write
this article it is March 22—Tuesday of Holy Week. It has been my
first Lenten season with all of you and of course, this is my first Holy
Week here at Trinity. | am thrilled and honored to be presiding over
the Lord’s Supper this Maundy Thursday as 13 children actively share
in the bread and cup with their church family.

And of course, this year’s Easter Vigil will welcome four children
into the body of Christ through the sacrament of holy baptism. As we


http://www.trinitywernersville.org/
http://www.facebook/trinitywernersville.com

promise to support and pray for these children we also remember
how precious their presence is in the life of the church. Our calling is
to be a welcoming congregation that opens arms wide to receive the
children just as Jesus did.

Perhaps some of you have been able to access our new Facebook
site. It is a place where we have been able to share events and
messages and most particularly pictures of the people of Trinity—
including the experiences of our children. Many of you also noticed
the pew insert that was shared from Pennside Presbyterian Church in
Mt. Penn, PA. | shared this on our Facebook site because it explains
some important ways in which we can welcome children into our
church family. They are practices that | have promoted for many
years.

| would like to share the content of that posting here:

To the parents of our young children may we suggest. ..
Relax! God put the wiggle in children. Don’t feel you
have to suppress it in God’s house. All are welcome!

Sit towards the front where it is easier for your little
ones to see and hear what’s going on. They tire of
seeing the backs of other’s heads.

Quietly explain the parts of the service and actions of
the pastor, ushers, choir, etc.

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses.
Children learn liturgical behavior by copying you.

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel
free to do so, but please come back. As Jesus said,
“Let the children come to me.”

Remember that the way we welcome children in
church directly affects the way they respond to the
church, to God, and to one another. Let them know
that they are at home in this house of worship.
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To the members of our church .. .
The presence of children is a gift to the church and
they are a reminder that our church is growing.

Please welcome our children and give a smile of
encouragement to their parents.

As many of you know we have placed a rocker in the Narthex
along with a few quiet toys providing a temporary place for parents
and their toddlers who need a short respite during worship. It was
exciting to learn that this was definitely not a new idea for Trinity. It
was brought to my attention that the One Hundredth Anniversary
book explains that when the church renovations were completed in
the 1960s, the Narthex was enlarged to provide enough room for
young families to bring their small children during worship! Did you
know that? It reminds us that the people of Trinity have always had a
mind for welcoming young children and aupporting their parents.

It has been a joy for me to see the excitement in the faces of
our children as they experience, learn, participate, and ask and
answer questions. Jesus said, “Let the children come to me” and
indeed we are doing that. Thank you to Carol Koch, Kathy Lawry, and
all the teachers that make Sunday School happen. Thank you to all
the people who participated in Road to Resurrection as well as all
those who participate in the faith life of our children. Thank you to
the parents whose presence and encouragment is invaluable in
seeing that their children and youth come to worship and special
events. We are who we are because of our children and youth. May
God bless them and those who love them, care for them, pray for
them, and support them. Amen.

Peace and grace,
Pator Julie

Our sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Sue Holder and

Mary Nace. Sue entered the Church on Thursday, Feb. 25 Mary’s

mother, Mary Koenig entered the Church Triumphant on Thursday,

March 31°. Please remember these families in your thoughts and
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prayers.

Please remember in your prayers:

Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Dawn Giangiacomo,
Ardelle Heffner, Doris Ketner, and Elwood (Woody) Noll.

Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Ruth Bachman,
Janet Dissinger, Ron Harman, Marlene Ochs, June Page, Mary June
Yackera.

The Military: Eric Alderman, Marie Rosati Clark, Allison Rosati
Martin, Justin Klinger, Brent Naveiro, Eric Ochs, Scott Schaffer, Nick
Taatjes, and Jeffrey Troutman, Jr.

Family and Friends: Robin Ansbach, Wanda Barnett, Catherine
Brettell, Larry Brossman, Carolyn Bryant, Marge Dietrich, Sharon &
Larry Hamilton, Amy Hatlee, Deb Himmelmann, Nicholas Hydock,
Letitia Jarsocrak, Sam Jarsocrak, Hannah Kramer, George Krick, Nick
Moore, Shirley Noecker, Jake Powers, Holly Shaffer, Rodney Weiss,
Jr., Jerry Zachousk and Ann Zimmerman.

Special Ministries: Our missionaries in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg
and his family.

Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep
our prayer list current.

[ would Like (o thank Kirsten Weiss for (aking on the
responsibility of sending the thank you notes for memorial gifis.

[ also wang (o thank all thase who belped with Koad (o
Resurrection on Palm Sunday,-Kathy Bashore for the wonderdtid
decorations (1 was really impressed with the cell in the youth
room), the narrators at each stop-Pastor Julie, Charlotte Moyer,
Helen Hummel, Kevin Gemmell, Bob Bashore, and Stephanie
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Kurs, the leader on the journey-Betty Lou Fransen, (he silent
belpers-.Jobn Rtz (Jesus), Kevin KRuts and Corly Kty Also 4
Shout out” (o Kathy Lawry, my righ¢ hand lady in Sunday School.

Finally thanks (o Cindy Hassler-Schappell for the Chocolate
Bunnias 1or the Faster baskats and (o the mystery lady 1for the
pansies on Faster. (see note below)

Carol Koch
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Fromthe Stewawrdship Committee

Here are our final results from Consecration Sunday:

We received 75 estimate of giving cards, for a total of $167,771. This
represents 71.2% of our 2016 budget.

The Stewardship Committee wishes to thank everyone who
participated in our Consecration Sunday program and thanks the
Congregation for its faithful witness to the Grace of God.
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Fromv ouwr Missiow Interpreter-Sue Sickler

Thank you!

} Your congregation gave
. i Wt s " $28,972.00
TOGETHER to Mission Support in 2015

In 2015 the congregations of the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod
contributed a total of $2,295,391.29 to undesignated Mission Support.

Of this total amount, $1,216,557.38 (53%) stayed in the Synod and
$1,078,833.91 (47%) was sent on to the ELCA to support various ministries.

This means that 53 cents of every dollar of Mission Support from your
congregation supported the Strategic Directions below for mission and
ministry right here in the Synod.

e Deepening our spiritual lives and our relationships with God

e Renewing our passion for sharing the good news

e Enhancing the connections among people and communities

e Strengthening ministries to Youth, Young Adults and Families

e Working on all five goals above with financial support to our ministry
partners

In addition, more than $619,236.00 was given through the synod to other
designated missions - such as the World Hunger Appeal, Missionary Support
and Always Being Made New Campaign.

Find out more about what your generous offerings to Mission Support do at

the Synod’s website:
http://nepsynod.org/resourcesmenu/stewardship/mission-support/




STARTING YOUR SPRING CLEANING?? Our annual Strawberry
Festival will be here before you know it. Donate your books, media
& puzzles for resale. Place them on the windowsill in the narthex.
Thanks for helping make our festival a success!

The Ecumenical Affairs Committee of Wernersville
presents:
An Interfaith Response to Violence

Presenters from:
Islamic Center: Elsayed “Steve” EImarzouky
Congregation Oheb Sholom: Rabbi Brian Michelson
St. John’s (Hain’s) UCC: Rev. Dr. Jon Fogle

When: April 10" from 3-5:30

Where: Novitiate (Jesuit Center)
501 N. Church Rd.
Wernersville, PA 19565

Sign up sheet in the narthex.

Any questions-talk to Helen Hummel or Betty Lou Franzen

Free will offering will be collected to support the event. We hope to
see you there!

The next Berks Festival of Faith Worship Service will be our Easter

Celebration. It will be held on Thursday, April 21st at 6:30 p.m. at the

fully accessible Bern Lutheran Church, located one block off of Rt.

183 on the road to Berks Heim. The Berks Festival of Faith services

are designed for individuals with intellectual and developmental

disabilities, their families and their friends, but the entire Christian
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community is invited to worship with us. Refreshments and
fellowship follow each service. Come join us on the 21st as we
celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior with song, prayer,
scripture, and the re-enacting of the Easter Story!

Preschool S=m &
TRINITY LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL WERNERSVILLE

What sets our Preschool program apart from many others out
there? As you can see in our advertising we provide a faith-
based education.

One example of what that means is: through the church Lenten
season we have followed Jesus on His journey to the cross.
Each Wednesday is our “Jesus day.” As we part from our other
themes of the month like shapes, Leprechauns, and
Transportation, our ‘story for the day’ begins with a review of the
Baby Jesus Christmas story. Each Wednesday following, we
have a story about Jesus as a boy, Jesus growing up, Jesus the
teacher and storyteller, Jesus the Healer, Jesus feeds the 5000,
and so on.

Of course, we also decorated our paper Easter baskets and set
them out in hopes that the bunny would hop by over the Easter
break. He did! And we delight in that part of Easter
celebrations as well as the Resurrection.

I

As always Fall 2016 registration forms, brochures, and more
information about tuition, fees, and class schedules are
available on our website www.trinitywernersville.org.

Western Berks Shepherding Ministries will be having a 1 hour
new volunteer training session on Tuesday, April 12" at 10:00 am in
the conference room of St. John’s (Hain’s) UCC, Wernersville. All
volunteers are used only once a month, can receive mileage
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reimbursement and are covered with insurance. If you enjoy helping
others and meeting new people, please consider becoming one of
our volunteers. If you have any questions, please call Cheryl Young at
610-670-5945.,

If you need help with transportation to your doctor
appointments, the dentist, therapy or groceries, please call Cheryl.
We cannot transport those who require a wheelchair. But, we do
transport those with walkers or canes.

®
MISSION:-. -
,LE) 3 Members of Trinty will be traveling to

New Windsor, MD on Wednesday,

May 11" leaving from church at 6:45 AM, returning early evening.
We will be volunteering in the Bretheran Service Center. If you have not
indicated you would like to go along it is not too late to join us. Just let
Pastor Julie or Kevin Kurtz know by Sunday, May 1*.

We need your help; we will be taking personal care kits assembled by
members of Trinity to New Windsor for distribution by Lutheran World
Relief. Donations of any of the following items for personal care kits are
needed. Monetary donations will be used to purchase items we may
need to round out the kits.

The following items are in each Personal Care Kit:

] ¥ One new light weight bath towel (20” X 40” to 52”
St -
SHiic X 27”) dark colors are

Atibactorial eodorant

P — recommended
¥ Two bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of i
soap any brand, in individual original wrapping i

¥ One adult-size tooth brush in its

4 original packaging
¥ One study comb ( not picks or fine e
A ==,
> toothed combs ) 2.~}

¥ One metal nail clipper (attached file optional)
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¥ Or your monetary donation in the offering plate marked New
Windsor.

Soap, toothbrushes, combs, and nail clipper multi packs will be accepted.
All donations must be received by Sunday, April 17™. Look for a collection
bin in the narthex.

Any items you can donate will be packaged and delivered to Brethren
Service Center on our work day there May 11, 2016. The more you donate
the more lives you touch.

When LWR distributes Personal Care Kits, it’s often to people
who have lost everything. In the wake of a natural disaster, or
having fled from violence as their homes were overtaken, they
clasp a towel from a faraway place, with a bar of soap, a
toothbrush...and washing up, they know that they have not
been forsaken by the world.

The very simple gesture of giving a Personal Care Kit can give
someone the encouragement to start anew, starting with a
bath. You can share God’s grace and love by providing that
simple comfort.

The Potato Project
http://Thartharvest.dyndns.org
'HELP! SEED POTATO CUTTING -2016 'HELP!
Scheduled Saturday and Sunday, April 16 & 17, 2016, 1PM-4PM
Held at Zion Moselem EL Church, 340 Zion Church Rd., Kutztown,
PA 19530 (MAP)
We'll be cutting seed potatoes in the Shoolhaus and outside.

Rain or Shine, Bare bones event, bring your own knife, cutting board,
drinks, and snacks.
Come the whole time, and both days, or come for a little while when
you can.
For more info see Pastor Julie.
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