Trinity Tidings for April 2018
Trinity Lutheran Church 130 S. Walnut St., Wernersville, PA, 19565, 610.678.1782,
e-mail: tlcworship @aol.com, www.trinitywernersville.org, facebook.com/trinitywernersville
Pastor Julie Osterhout, Deacon Carol Koch, Musician: Nancy Moyer, Sexton: Jamie Black

APRIL FOOLS
As I write this, I am sitting in my office on Friday (my day off L) the 23rd of March. I sit here on

this bright, sunny spring day knowing we are surrounded by 10 inches of wet, melting snow on the

ground. Many of us got our days off Wednesday and Thursday of this week. I don’t recall the last

time we got this kind of snow this late in March—not sure we ever have though last year came close on
March 14th. It’s just not what we expected—three Nor’easters in a row.

I know it’s not April, yet—but it does bring new meaning to the phrase, “April fools.” In just

barely over a week we will see just how much April fools. This year, as you know, we celebrate The

Resurrection of Our Lord on April Fools Day. The Apostle Paul writes to the Corinthians, “. . . the

message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God.”

It is foolishness to believe that a human being could be dead—really and truly medically dead

and on the third day after having died come back to life. It just doesn’t make sense. It is not possible.
It is ridiculous, ludicrous, absurd, outlandish, and nonsensical. It is foolish to think that such a thing
could happen.

And yet it happened. It is stupidity to those who are dying. But to those who were saved

through the dying of Jesus Christ—the one who perishes instead of us—the one who destroys sin,

death, and the devil in his one single act of death—this news of life is the power of God. It is the light
of our existence. It is beauty. It is creation. It is forever and ever.

Jesus steps out of the tomb and into a future that has uprooted everything we ever knew. It

turns on its head the expected, natural order of our human existence. It has the power of a spring

Nor’easter to stop us in our tracks and reroute us in new, different, challenging, and unbridled ways.

May the Resurrection of Our Lord renew you in faith, love, and a passion to be alive and vital in

the midst of the lives of each and every person you encounter each and every day.
Peace and grace,
Pr. Julie
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Church Council Highlights for March
Approved using artificial flower arrangements created by Helen Hummel when there are no flower
sponsors. Recommending to memorial fund that we use a portion of the Clarence Coldren & Jim Putt
funds for this purpose. Recognition in bulletin when this is done.
Discussion of what to do with the property at 110 S. Walnut now that it is being vacated.
Confirmation Retreat @ Bear Creek Camp the weekend of 4/6-8.
We need volunteers to be delegates to WBMD spring assembly on Thursday, May 10 @ Atonement
Lutheran Church in Wyomissing @ 7 PM and to Synod Assembly in Wilkes Barre on June 8th & 9th.
Changed council meeting date in May to 2nd Tuesday, 5/8.
WBMD Music Camp will be held at Trinity from 7/30 to 8/3.

2

Trinity Strawberry Festival 2018
Mark your calendars:
Saturday June 9, rain date June 10
3:00 pm to 7 pm
HOW CAN YOU HELP???
Pot your extra plants for the Plant Sale
Used costume jewelry sale—Check your jewelry box for those bangles and baubles you no longer
wear; someone else will think they’re cool
USED BOOKS AND MEDIA—Sort through what you have and look for times and place to drop off
at the church—more info later!
Donate a basket of goodies or handmade artwork for the RAFFLES.
We’re looking for BAKED GOODS, BAKED GOODS, BAKED GOODS—homemade cakes, pies,
brownies, breads, trail mix, candy—yum!
VOLUNTEER your TIME for 1 hour, 2 hours, 3 hours—we need whatever you have to spare for a
wonderful ministry of community fun and replenishing our Trinity Community Fund which sends
money out to special needs in the community.
o Thursday 6/7 - 5:30 set up
o Friday 6/8 - 9:00 am - pare strawberries
o Saturday 6/9 - 8:45 donuts; 9 am set up tents/tables
o Saturday 6/9 - 1:00 fill stands and final touches
o Saturday 6/9 - 2:45-5:00 and 4:45-7:00 work at stands
o Saturday 6/9 - 7:00 pm clean-up
Bring your neighbors, family, co-workers for a really great time of fun, games, FOOD, and music.
questions or suggestions: blou-clue@comcast.net (Betty Lou Franzen)

We are starting to collect new and gently used stuffed animals as prizes for our Strawberry
Festival. If you wish to contribute, please contact Barbara Debiec @ 610-670-2841 or drop
them off in the narthex or in the office. If you have an interest in helping coordinate the
games, please let me know.
We have given away $2000.00 of our Community Response Funds from the Strawberry Festival. Last month
we sent a check to a CW High School Student that Kathy Bashore recommended. She has Ectodermal
Dysplasia, a genetic disorder that involves defects of the hair, nails, teeth, skin, and glands. She was in need of
a full dental implant and jaw surgery. A go fund me page had been set up but Kathy knew her through HS
musicals so we gave that directly to the young lady through Kathy. This month we gave $1000.00 to Adam &
Renee Stout for Charlie Stout, Kay's granddaughter, who was born 4 months prematurely and has been in the
Lehigh Valley Hospital since January.
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We are running out of large juice cans that we use for distributing altar flowers. If you have any to recycle,
please bring them to church.

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our
Generosity Sunday potluck dinner. We had a wonderful time sharing good
food and fellowship. A special thanks to the Fellowship Committee who
partnered with us to make this event a success!
The Stewardship Committee

The above is from Pastor Mary Wolfe of Hope Lutheran Church in Reading, PA. Our Endowment Fund is
helping to support this ministry this calendar year. The following page is another thank you for Endowment
Fund Support
4
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Many of you probably remember Althea Albright who served as our Youth Director about 5 or 6 years ago.
Althea has graduated from seminary and has received her first call. Her date and time of ordination has been
changed. It is now Saturday, 5/19 at 11 AM at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church in Reading. If you would be
interested in attending, please e-mail or call Carol at the church office by the end of April. We will arrange car
pooling if there is interest. Even if you prefer not to car pool, we need a head count for her.

Our sincere sympathy to Dick Hummel on the loss of his sister, Doris Klaassen. Doris entered
the Church Triumphant on Sunday evening, March 4. Please remember this family in your
thoughts and prayers.

Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Dawn Giangiacomo, Diane Harman, Buzz Lockwood, Mitch
Matlack, Barbara Pennypacker, Betty Reber, Matthew Schwartz, Sofia Stone, baby Charlie Stout.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Lynn Christy, Ardelle Heffner, Marlene Ochs, June Page,
Emma Renzo, Jane Wilkinson, and Mary June Yackera.
The Military: Eric Alderman, Marie Rosati Clark, Kiley Ann Gring, Natalie Ketner, Allison Rosati Martin, Justin
Klinger, Eric Ochs, Nick Taatjes, and Jeffrey Troutman, Jr.
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman, Carolyn Bryant, Joanne Debiec, Fred
DeLong, Marge Dietrich, Samuel Guido, Glenn Helbert, Jessey Homan, Nicholas Hydock, Hannah Kramer, Fred
Pirl, Jake Powers, Patricia Prutzman, Tom Reppert, Resch Family, Kenneth Searfoss, Joyce Sutliff, Rodney
Weiss, Jr., Beverly Wentzel, Jerry Zachousk, and Ann Zimmerman.
Special Ministries: Our missionaries in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his family, and our young adult in
global mission work-Annie Herman.
Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current.
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Pictures from “The Great Surprise”,courtesy
of Sue Coleman

Will it or won’t it float?

Turning powder into balls

Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00. If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers. Please put your check (payable to
Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00.
We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office, Nancy
Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers. Otherwise, the
flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need. Thanks. We need a Bulletin Sponsors for 4/29.
Please sign up in the narthex.
Altar Flower Sponsors for April : 4/8-Cindy Hassler Schappell in memory of Heath’s 32nd birthday, 4/8Kurtzes in honor of Kevin & Cecilia’s birthdays and Stephanie & Kevin’s 30th wedding anniversary, 4/15-Carol
Koch in memory of her husband, Bob, 4/22-Kathy & Bob Bashore in honor of their wedding anniversary, 4/29Diane Brown in honor of all family birthdays.
Bulletin Sponsors for April: 4/1-Sue & Joe Sickler in memory of Sebastian Bodanza, 4/8-Anne Marie
Rinehimer in memory of her parent’s wedding anniversary, 4/15-Diane Brown in memory of her mother, 4/22Karen Berkenstock in memory of her parents, 4/29-available

Helpers for April
Communion Assistant: Deacon Carol
Greeters: 4/1-Frances & Phyllis Luft, 4/8-Clarence Schein, 4/15-Bonnie Giamotti, 4/22-Kathy & Izannah
Bashore, 4/29-Diane Brown.
Acolyte: 4/1-Emily Kaiser
Lay Readers: 4/1-Bob Bashore, 4/8-Kathy Lawry, 4/15-Laura Miller, 4/22-Deacon Carol, 4/29-Elaine Briner.
Ushers: 4/1- Lawry’s, 4/8- Bashore’s, 4/15-Kurtzes, 4/22-Berkenstocks, 4/29-Barbara Debiec & Laura Miller
Counters: 4/1-Debiec/Rinehimer, 4/8-Hummels, 4/15-Jarsocrak, 4/22-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 4/29-Franzen.
Sound Technician: -4/1-Wendell Byler, 4/8-Stephanie Kurtz, 4/15-Scott Franzen, 4/22-Scott Franzen, 4/29Patrick Berkenstock.
Bulletin Assemblers: 4/5-Carolyn Kurtz, 4/12-Connie Fritz, 4/19-Linda Weiss, 4/26-Anne Sentz, 5/3-Bonnie
Giamotti
Newsletter Assemblers: Linda Weiss and Ann Sentz
Children’s Sunday School Teachers: 4/8-Karen Houck, 4/15-Kathy Lawry, 4/22-Paige Shannon, 4/29Harmony Wentzel.
Church Council Members
Wendell Byler, President 610-670-8512
Susan Coleman, Vice President 484-987-0959
Scott Franzen 610-678-7330
Jerry Jarsocrak 610-670-0954
Diane Klinger 610-927-8730
Laura Miller 610-678-2152
April Schwartz 484-345-9018
Kay Stout 610-678-8238
Harmony Wentzel 610-390-9986

