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The	Secret	of	Winter	

 
“Come outside and enjoy the spring day,” says my husband, Bruce, as I look at the thermometer and 

notice it is a balmy 45 degrees outside with wind and no sun. “I can’t!” I call out—though I am not sad about 
refusing. “It’s too cold!” And all the while Bruce is outside in short sleeves with rake and shovel in hand. 

He has already built a 10’ by 4’ raised bed, hauled out his plastic greenhouse, disposed of the 
Christmas tree, purchased onion sets and small lettuce plants, a trellis, and several small wooden two-foot 
lengths of white picket fence to surround the wild-flower bed.  

The other day I finally put on my scarf, winter coat, wool socks, gloves, and hat and ventured out into 
the “spring” day where I was admonished to look carefully for green, sprouting tulips, daffodils, and other 
bulbs lest I inadvertently tread upon their tender shoots. He laughed at my bundle of winter layers and 
insisted I “get over myself.” “Okay,” I smirked, “You’re right. I’ll just decide not to be cold.” 

And yet, the other evening as we stood together under the almost full moon of a still and windless 
night, I realized Bruce could see what I could not. He knew the secret that winter held. He could see what was 
going to be, not what is. Where I saw muddy brown grass, grey branches, and barren dirt-filled flower and 
vegetable beds, he saw green grass, swaying leafy bushes, and a greenhouse full of lush vegetables ready for 
transplanting. He saw bursting tulip and daffodil buds, and could already feel the breath a warm spring 
evening. 

Our faith life can be like that, too. Sometimes we can feel nothing but dry, cold air, see only the grey 
and brown of our lives, and forget about what can be—will be. As the seasons turn, so does our faith ebb and 
flow. The dark night of winter perishes and the days begin to grow warmer and longer as the sun returns to us 
in all its summer glory. 

The seed that died in the ground begins its journey to the surface of the earth pushing its way through 
the top soil. Crumbles of dirt fall aside as new shoots of life reach for the sky. I can’t but not think of the hymn,  

 
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,  
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
Jesus like a seed lies in the tomb awaiting the day of resurrection and new life. The dark winter days of 

the cross fade away into a new day of resurrection. Jesus is the return of love fresh and new as spring. It is the 
same for us, too. “For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his.” (Rom. 6:5 NRS) 

Love is born in us through the life-giving resurrection of Jesus Christ. May you find the blessings of 
resurrection and new life all around you. May you see God’s hand in the birth of holy buds and sacred shoots. 
And may the Holy Spirit breathe on you with the warmth and softness of a spring day. 

 
Peace and grace to you, 
Pastor Julie 
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2019 Lenten Schedule 
*April 3, 10: 6:00pm Soup/Study; 7:00pm Vespers with Holy Communion 
April 14—10:30am Palm Sunday of the Passion 
April 18—7:30pm Maundy Thursday Worship 
April 19—Good Friday 

12:00: Stations of the Cross  
7:30: Worship 

April 20—5:30pm Easter Vigil  
Baptisms of Renee and Charlie Stout 

April 21—10:30am: The Resurrection of Our Lord 
 
*Soup and Study will meet in the Library.  
We will be studying the Temptation, some parables of Jesus, the Passion story itself, and more. 
 
Wednesday 12:00 Ministerium Worship/Soup Schedule 
April 3—St. Daniel’s Lutheran, Robesonia 
April 10—Trinity Lutheran, Robesonia 
 

Upcoming Special Events 

  
Wednesday, April 17th 

WEST	BERKS	MISSION	DISTRICT	
	Annual	Lenten	Prayer	Breakfast	

8:00 A.M.  at The Inn at Reading 
1040 Park Road   Wyomissing PA 19610 

Please join us for an inspirational morning with our guest speaker  

  The Rev. Steven Shussett 
 

He will be sharing on the topic: “Spiritual Well-Being: Becoming Who We Were Meant To Be”.  A sign up sheet is 
posted in the narthex. Funding is being provided by our Endowment Committee Leadership and Education line. 
Our goal would be to have at least 6 to 8 people attend from Trinity.  Deadline to sign up is Sunday, April 7th. 
 
 

 
Sunday, April  21-Covered Dish Easter Breakfast.  Come between 9:15 and 9:30 AM to enjoy 
breakfast, conversation, and something special for Easter.  Bring a dish to share with others.  Easter 
Egg hunt for elementary and younger children @ 10 AM followed by Easter worship & Holy 
Communion @ 10:30 AM.  A sign up sheet for this event is in the narthex.   
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Adopt	a	Shut-in/Senior	at	Trinity	
At our recent Social Ministry Committee meeting we discussed how we could make our homebound and/or  
our  super senior members (those 90 and older)  feel more a part of our ministry and know that they are not 
forgotten just because they can no longer be in church as often as they once were.  There are 12 people that 
we know of that fall into this category.  They all get a newsletter at the beginning of the month but we felt 
that at a minimum if you adopt a shut-in/senior you could send a card toward the middle of the month to let 
them know they are thought of and deliver a poinsettia after Christmas and an Easter flower after Easter.  Of 
course, you would be welcome to expand about this with more cards, phone calls and even visits.  Already 4 of 
the 12 are adopted.  If you would be willing to help, please call Deacon Carol at the church office.  We only 
need 8 more volunteers.   

 
 

Please	remember	in	your	prayers:	
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: David Gross, Dr. Stephen Friberg, Ryan Harman, April 
Schwartz and Matthew Schwartz. 
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Ardelle Heffner, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger, Buzz Lockwood, 
Sandra Miller, Cathy Richards, Pat Sickles , Kay Weatherholtz, and Jane Wilkinson. 
The Military: Bryce Dawson, Kiley Ann Gring, Natalie Ketner, Allison Rosati  Martin, Justin Klinger, Eric Ochs, 
Nick Taatjes, and Jeffrey  
Troutman, Jr. 
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman,  
Carolyn Bryant, Fred DeLong, Marge Dietrich, Peggy Guido,  
Glenn Helbert, Karl Himmelmann, Jessey Homan, Donald & Shirley  
Kerchner, Hannah Kramer, Jake Powers, Tom Reppert, Kenneth Searfoss,  
Judy Steffie, Rodney Weiss, Jr., Beverly Wentzel, Jerry Zachousk, and Ann Zimmerman.  
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his family. 
 

Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current. 
 

How are We Doing? 
Trinity’s Financial Summary for February 

After each third Tuesday of the month Council Meeting, we will print the financial information for the previous 
month.  
Average Attendance: 88 
Average Weekly Giving: $3435.00 
Total income year to date: $26538.20 
Total expenses year to date: $31705.26 
Shortfall, year to date (income minus expenses): -$2192.06 
Total income last month: $13742.20 
Total expenses last month: $17102.68 
Percentage of Mission Support made year to date:  

to Synod: 18 %, to Mission District: 17% 
Debt Retirement Completed!  Please consider adding your debt retirement giving to your regular 
weekly/monthly giving. 
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Mardi Gras/Shrove Tuesday Luncheon on March 5, 2019 
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Burning the Mortgage at worship on 3/10/19 

  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Flower	and	Bulletin	Sponsorship	
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00.  If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are 
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers.  Please put your check (payable to 
Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate.  The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00.  
We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office, Nancy 
Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers.  Otherwise, the 
flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need.  Thanks.  We need bulletin sponsors for 4/19 
(Good Friday) and 4/28.  Please sign up on the appropriate chart in the narthex. 
 
Altar Flower Sponsors for April: 4/7-Happy 33rd Birthday Heath Hassler, 4/14-Kevin & Stephanie Kurtz in 
honor of their wedding anniversary, 4/21-Carol Koch in memory of her husband Bob, 4/28-Kathy & Bob 
Bashore in honor of their 35th wedding anniversary. 
 
Bulletin Sponsors for April: 4/7-Happy 33rd Birthday Heath Hassler, 
4/14-Diane Brown in memory of her mother, 4/18-John Ketner in memory of wife Doris, 4/19-available, 4/21-
Lory & Jim Walker in honor of Diane Brown’s birthday, 4/28-available. 
	



Helpers	for	April	
Council	Devotions	and	Snack:	Woody Noll 

	
Communion Assistant:  Mary Nace 
 
Greeters: 4/7-Audrey & Dan Eshbach, 4/14-Harriet Helbert, 4/21-available, 4/28-Beth Byler, Carson & Jocelyn 
Enck. 
	
Lay	Readers:	4/7-Wendell Byler, 4/21-Mary Nace, 4/28-Betty Lou Franzen.	
	
Ushers:	4/7-Lawry’s, 4/14-Bashore’s, 4/21-Kurtzes, 4/28-Berkenstocks. 
 
Acolytes: 4/7-Barbara Debiec, 4/14-Tacy Grippon. 
 
Sound System: 4/7-Stephanie Kurtz, 4/14-Wendell Byler, 4/18-Scott Franzen, 4/19-Wendell Byler, 4/20-TBD, 
4/21-Scott Franzen, 4/28-Patrick Berkenstock. 
	
Counters:	4/7-Hummels,	4/14-Franzens, 4/19-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 4/21-Jarsocrak, 4/28-Debiec/Rinehimer. 
 
Bulletin	Assemblers: 4/4-Carolyn Kurtz, 4/11-Bonnie Giamotti, 4/18-Kathy Lawry and Barbara Debiec, 4/25-
Laura Krick, 5/2-Kathy Bashore. 
 
Children’s Sunday School Teachers: 4/7-Karen Houck, 4/14-Lori Shoumlisky 4/21-Easter Breakfast/Egg Hunt, 
4/28-Kathy Bashore (?) 
 

Church	Council	Members	
Wendell Byler, President  610-451-1506 

Harmony Wentzel, Vice President  610-390-9986 
Scott Franzen 610-781-7674 

Jerry Jarsocrak  610-413-9472 
Laura Miller  717-507-0934 

Elwood (Woody) Noll  484-638-2057 
Cindy Hassler-Schappell  610-670-1971 

April Schwartz  484-577-9150 
Kay Stout  610-763-8776 

 
 

Church Council Highlights for March 
• Offering for Special Lenten envelope that will go out with Lenten letter will go to Lutheran Disaster 

Relief. 
• Looking into participation in Amazon Smile. 
• Cindy Hassler will be council member on Endowment Committee. 
• Parking Permit Forms will be issued. 
• Need female and male representative to Spring WBMD assembly on Thurs, 5/14 @ 7 PM at Bern 

Lutheran Church and for Synod Assembly on Saturday, 6/1 in Hazleton. 
 
 
 


