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From	Sabbath	to	Resurrection	

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Last Sunday we entered the season of Easter after a 

very intense Holy Week. For myself—and many other pastors and deacons—it is Easter Monday that feels like 
the celebration of the long awaited resurrection. It feels like a “true” day of rest and recuperation. It is this day 
and the week following Easter that rostered leaders often take time for sabbath and renewal. 
 The beauty of the spring weather found in the bounty of God’s creation seen in the sun, warm 
weather, the flowers, blues skies, and the greening grass is a helpful sign of resurrection around us. And yet, 
we easily pass it by when we do not take time to “stop and smell the roses.” 
 And so it is through the late spring of May that the lushness of all that grows flourishes and comes to 
its fullness. In my younger days (and even now) I couldn’t wait until everything “came out.” I have always 
reveled in the rush of wind through tree leaves and that feeling you get when the sun bakes gently on your 
skin and the brilliance of the day fills you to overflowing. Then, I would walk to where a picnic table sat at the 
top of a wooded hill behind the house I grew up in. I would sit on top of the table under the sun dappled 
canopy of maple, oak, and sassafras while contemplating life. 
 Back then I didn’t know to call that kind of retreat Sabbath—real Sabbath—not Sunday morning 
worship Sabbath, but real Saturday, sixth-day-of-rest, Sabbath. It was on this day of Sabbath that the women 
waited with their ointments and spices before going to the tomb to properly prepare Jesus’ body for burial. 
This Sabbath was that time between death and life. They followed the law to do no work, but in the morning—
the gospel awaited them. 
 Their time of waiting ended with the joyous news of life and resurrection, renewal and thanksgiving. 
And isn’t that how every 1abbath should end? The joy of renewal and rejuvenation should always follow 
retreat and respite. 
 Jesus, too sought out 1abbath not only in its traditional, religious manner, but as a time for peace and 
prayer after the overpowering push and shove of the crowds who followed him. “But now more than ever the 
word about Jesus spread abroad; many crowds would gather to hear him and to be cured of their diseases. 
But he would withdraw to deserted places and pray” (Luke 5:15-16 NRS). 
 It is an example for us. As we move deeper into these fifty days of Easter let us remember the gift of 
resurrection—life, transformation, and renewal. Find time for 1abbath in ways that allow you to revel in 
wonder at all of God’s creation whether it be to watch for the blossoming of a single bud or to marvel at the 
furthest reaches of a Navy blue, star-sparkling spring night. 
 Embrace the gift of 1abbath and the newness of transformative, new life. Walk purposefully into the 
next fifty days seeking times and places of refuge and solace; for at the end we will find the Spirit of Pentecost 
waiting for us—ready to breathe upon us, stir us, and invigorate us into bearing the fruit of our 1abbath rest. 
We will be ready to burst into the world with renewed vision and insight.  
 But for now, peace and thanksgiving and blessed 1abbath. 
 
Pr. Julie  
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Church	Council	Highlights	for	April	
• Audit Committee for 2017 financial records approved. 
• Pastor will be on vacation from 4/24 thru 4/29 and doing continuing education from 5/13 thru 5/19. 
• Charlotte Moyer and Bob Bashore will be our synod delegates this year. 
• Next meeting is Tuesday, 5/21 @ 7:30 PM. 

 
 
 

 

 
Music	Sunday/Mother’s	Day--May	12th	

Combining these two events makes this a very special service. 
All the choirs of the church-Carolbells, Joybells,  Senior Choir and Sunday School Singers and Ringers will be 

playing and singing. 
Our Mother Daughter team of Beth Byler and Morgan Enck will be our lay readers. 

And ladies-don’t forget your hat! 
Join the ladies of Trinity for a trip back to the 1950-60’s.  Wear your best Sunday “go to meeting” hat.  There 
are always extra hats available in the narthex if you don’t have one.  There are gifts for the mothers as well.  
We invite the men to dress up as well in honor of this occasion. 
 

And then the following Day 

Mother and Children Banquet 
Monday, May 13th 

6:30 PM 
All the women of the church plus children, male or female are invited to our annual banquet. 

 Chef Tedd Hickernell is preparing the meal and the menu includes:  
Chicken and stuffing, glazed carrots, salad and fruit salad. 

Homemade desserts by the men of the church 
Entertainment following provided by the Conrad Weiser High School Jazz Band. 

If you just want to hear the band, come to the narthex around 7:30.  Many of their parents do this so you 
will not be alone.  This is wonderful 30 to 45 minute concert.  Two of our own youth are involved in this 

group-Kevin Gemmell, and Bethany Miller.   
Sign up sheet is in the narthex. 

 
 

 
 

We will again be using geraniums in the chancel area to signify the fire of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost 
Sunday, June 9th.  Cost is $2.50 per plant.  Sign up begins in the narthex the first weekend in May. 
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Please	remember	in	your	prayers:	
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Dr. Stephen Friberg,  David Gross, Ryan Harman, April 
Schwartz, and Matthew Schwartz. 
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Ardelle Heffner, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger, Buzz Lockwood, 
Sandra Miller, Cathy Richards, Pat Sickles , Kay Weatherholtz, and Jane Wilkinson. 
The Military: Bryce Dawson, Kiley Ann Gring, Natalie Ketner, Allison Rosati  Martin, Justin Klinger, Eric Ochs, 
Nick Taatjes, and Jeffrey Troutman, Jr. 
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman, Carolyn Bryant, Fred DeLong, Marge 
Dietrich, Peggy Guido, Glenn Helbert, Karl Himmelmann, Jessey Homan, Donald & Shirley Kerchner, Hannah 
Kramer, Jake Powers, Tom Reppert, Kenneth Searfoss, Judy Steffie, Rodney Weiss, Jr., Beverly Wentzel, Jerry 
Zachousk, and Ann Zimmerman.  
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his Family. 

Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current. 
 
 
 

Thank you 

Thank you to Kathy Bashore and Kathy Lawry for 
overseeing our Lenten Fair Luncheon.  Also thanks to 
Diane Brown, Morgan Enck, Betty Lou Franzen, 
Stephanie Kurtz, Charlotte Moyer, and Harmony 
Wentzel for the crafts they prepared and shared with 
everyone.  There were 35 in attendance and everyone I 
talked to told me they enjoyed it and that we should 
do it again next year. 
            Deacon 
Carol 
 

7	Pictures	from	the	Event	
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Our Strawberry Festival Community Response Dollars at work.  We have provided 3 gifts in the last month 

to 3 families.   
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If anyone has pictures from the Easter Egg Hunt or the Easter Vigil baptism, please e-mail to the church for 
inclusion in our June Newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 

Flower	and	Bulletin	Sponsorship	
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00.  If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are 
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers.  Please put your check (payable to 
Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate.  The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00.  
We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office, Nancy 
Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers.  Otherwise, the 
flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need.  Thanks.  We need Bulletin Sponsors for all the 
weekends in May.  Please sign up in the narthex.   
 
Altar Flower Sponsors for May: 5/5-Carol Koch in memory of her mother, E. Kathryn Marburger, 5/12-Kurtz 
Family in honor of John’s graduation from Thaddeus Stevens, 5/19-Bob & Kathy Bashore in honor of Izannah’s 
30th birthday, 5/26-Scott & Betty Lou Franzen in memory of Pauline & Sylvan Colove. 
 
	



Helpers	for	May	
Communion Assistant:  Diane Brown 
 
Altar Guild: Barbara Debiec 
 
Greeters: 5/5-Cindy Hassler Schappell & Bob Schappell, 5/12-Janice Lamm, 5/19-Laura & Frank Krick 
	
Lay	Readers:	5/5-Dan Nace, 5/12-Beth Byler & Morgan Enck, 5/19-Anne Marie Rinehimer.	
	
Ushers:	5/5- Lawry’s, 5/12- Bashore’s, 5/19-Kurtzes. 
 
Counters:	5/5-Hummels, 5/12-Franzens, 5/19-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 5/26-Jarsocrak. 
	
Sound	Technician:	5/5-Wendell Byler, 5/12-Patrick Berkenstock, 5/19-Scott Franzen. 
	
Bulletin	Assemblers:  5/1-Kathy Bashore, 5/9-Beverly James, 5/16-Helen Hummel, 5/23-Barb Debiec, 5/30-
Eleanor Brossman 
Newsletter Assemblers:  Linda Weiss and Ann Sentz 
 
Children’s Sunday School Teachers: 5/5-Beth Byler, 5/19 (Last class for the season)-Mary Nace. 
 
Council Devotional & Snacks:  Laura Miller 
 
 
 

Church	Council	Members	
Wendell Byler, President  610-451-1506 

Harmony Wentzel, Vice President  610-390-9986 
Scott Franzen 610-781-7674 

Jerry Jarsocrak  610-413-9472 
Laura Miller  717-507-0934 

Elwood (Woody) Noll  484-638-2057 
Cindy Hassler-Schappell  610-670-1971 

April Schwartz  484-577-9150 
Kay Stout  610-763-8776 

 
 
 

 
Birthday Milestones in May 

Jane Wilkinson will be 97, Catherine Richards will be 81, Joan Kava will be 90, Jane Pfennig will be 80, and 
Helen Hummel will be 81.      Happy Birthday ladies.   
 


