June Tidings
Newsletter of Trinity Lutheran
Church, Wernersville, PA
Trinity Lutheran Church
130 South Walnut Street
Wernersville, PA 19565
610-678-1782
www.trinitywernersville.org.
e-mail address:tlcworship@aol.com
Facebook.com/trinitywernersville
The Reverend Julie Osterhout, Pastor
717-687-8682
Carol A. Koch, Deacon
610-670-1436
Nancy M. Moyer, Organist/Senior Choir Director
610-775-1839
Jamie Black, Sexton
610-678-1713
Peter Schmehl, Treasurer
610-670-0645
Barbara Debiec, Financial Secretary
610-670-2841

Strawberry Festival, Saturday. June 10, 3 to 7 PM
Raffle donations for the Strawberry Festival can be left at the church
at the back window or in the library. Any questions call Susan Coleman,
484-987-0959.
Baked Goods needed for the Strawberry Festival. Leave on the top in the
basement.
Sue Sickler
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Peace Be With You

And after [Jesus] had dismissed the crowds, he went up the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone,” (Matt. 14:23 NRS)
Even Jesus needed respite. Throughout the gospels we often see
Jesus seeking a place to be alone and pray—a place for retreat, quiet,
and solitude away from the needy crowds. Knowing we are called to
follow Jesus’ example, we, too, should be able to do the same, but
it’s really, really difficult. For me, I’m always putting my God Time on
the back burner.
This is one of the reasons I am so grateful for summer (and those
unplanned snow days). It is in the summer that we seek vacations,
our lives slow down, and we become more mindful of the beautiful
world of God’s creation around us. And yet, we struggle with giving
ourselves permission to take advantage of God’s gift of summer or
sabbath. Sabbath was made for humans—not God. Though
associated with worship, sabbath can also mean simply a time to
slow down and put our focus on God.
Summer days often open the door to a stronger awareness of God’s
presence in our lives. In response to our need to be alone and pray—
to be quiet and present in God’s creation—we will pause our Sunday
School gatherings and our choir practices. Instead, we encourage
individuals or groups to sign up for summer music. There will also be
a 5 day Vacation Bible School spread out over summer Wednesdays:
6/21, 6/28, 7/19, 7/26, and 8/1. We will meet from 6-8pm. Again, all
adults are invited to attend as there will be an adult study focusing
on the main story of the day. Also, Our Sunday morning summer
liturgy will begin and there will be only one council meeting for July
and August on August 8th.
Though many of us work throughout the summer days, know that
your church is a place that stands outside of the rest of the world. It
is a place of prayer and peace—a place of sabbath. You may have
noticed that the “new” baptismal font has 8 sides. That’s because
Sunday worship is considered to be on the 8th day of the week—a
time outside human time but inside God’s time. A restful summer
church schedule assists us into a slower paced spirit even as we
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continue in our daily work.
My prayer is that all of you will find time for sabbath in the
presence of God. Peace be with you all. The Holy Spirit is with us.
Amen.
Peace and grace,
Pr. Julie
Student Loan/Grants
Applications for the Student Loan/Grants from the Endowment Fund
are available now. We ask that applications be returned by June 30,
2017 so that we can evaluate the amount available for each student.
Please contact Diane Klinger, Endowment Treasurer, for applications
(610-927-8730).
Graduates

Please let Carol Koch or Pastor Julie know if you or your child or
grandchild is graduating from high school, college, graduate school,
or any institute of higher learning. We are going to recognize them
in church on Sunday, June 11th. At this point we are aware of Forrest
Lamm, Jr., Shawn Hickernell, and April Schwartz.

Other Special Events in June to put on your calendar
• 6/17 & 18 and 6/24 &25 are Conrad Weiser Food Pantry
weekends
• 6/19 is Father/Child Picnic @ 6:30 PM
• 6/21 & 6/28 are our first 2 Wednesdays of Vacation Bible
School from 6 to 8 PM (adults and children)
• 6/25-food crate begins (bring your excess produce). Money
raised goes to ELCA World Hunger
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We need adults and middle schoolers or older teens to help
with games and to oversee meals for VBS. If you are
interested, please see Carol Koch. Hopefully we can get at
least 1 adult person for games and 1 for meals on the 5
scheduled nights of Bible School so no one has to commit to
working more than one evening. Each activity will take
around half an hour. We are covered for craft leaders but
helpers are always welcome. All Bible School events are
held on Wednesday from 6 to 8 PM. The dates are: 6/18,
6/25, 7/19, 7/26, and 8/2. Schedule will look something like
this:
Meal: 6-6:30
Story & Singing: 6:30-6:50
Craft: 6:50-7:20
Games: 7:20-7:50
Closing: 7:50-8:00
There will be Bible Study for Adults while children are doing
crafts and games. Games will be outside, weather
permitting.

Birthday Milestones in June
Pat Sickles will be 84, Rosalie Putt will be 94, Mary June Yackera will
be 93, Marlene Ochs will be 86 and Edward Paine will be 91. Happy
Birthday Pat, Rosalie, Mary June, Marlene, and Ed. Obviously June is
a good month to be born into for longevity.
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Please remember in your prayers:

Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Barry Coldren,
Dawn Giangiacomo, Carl Grasham, Buzz Lockwood, June Page, Phil
Schaffer, and Matthew Schwartz.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Ruth Bachman,
Janet Dissinger, Ron Harman, Ardelle Heffner, Marlene Ochs, June
Page, Jim Putt, and Mary June Yackera.
The Military: Eric Alderman, Marie Rosati Clark, Kiley Ann Gring,
Allison Rosati Martin, Justin Klinger, Eric Ochs, Nick Taatjes, and
Jeffrey Troutman, Jr.
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman,
Carolyn Bryant, Joanne Debiec, Fred DeLong, Marge Dietrich, Karl &
Deb Himmelmann, Hannah Kramer, Wendi Pettinato, Jake Powers,
Patricia Prutzman, Kenneth Searfoss, Rodney Weiss, Jr., Beverly
Wentzel, Jerry Zachousk, and Ann Zimmerman.
Special Ministries: Our missionaries in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg
and his family.
Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep
our prayer list current.
Items needed for Conrad Weiser Food Pantry are: Jelly, Rice/Stuffing,
Canned vegetables, Canned meats, Canned Fruit, Potatoes-canned or
boxes, Saltine crackers, Pasta, Cereal, Drinks-mixes or cans, Canned
soup, Canned beans, Canned pasta, Tuna, Peanut Butter, Spaghetti
Sauce, Macaroni & Cheese, Snacks/Dessert, Toilet tissue, Paper
Towels, Tissues.
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Thanks to Tedd Hickernell who planned and prepared our Mother’s
Day Banquet. And thanks to the guys who set up, served, brought
desserts, and cleaned up. We also appreciate the music of the
Conrad Weiser High School Jazz Band. It was wonderful to see 3 of
our own young people-Kevin Gemmell, Forrest Lamm, Jr. & Bethany
Miller in the group.
From the June Synod Newsletter
This is Us

Well Drilling in Honduras
A well drilling trip to Honduras was life changing to the team from
Trinity, Wernersville, as it also was to the wonderful people of
Teguajal, Honduras. Although the village was small, over 200 children
came to the school where the team installed the well.
Before this well was drilled, the entire village’s source of drinking
water came from a polluted stream. Because of the very steep
banks, water had to be pumped up out of the stream.
The team saw Jesus at work many times that week. The group they
worked with from Honduras did not have technology to find the best
place to drill, so they used a simple but powerful form of prayer to
decide on a drilling location; and Jesus provided.
The team formed many relationships with the children and
teachers, and they left the village the on final day with many tears,
hugs, and memories to last a life time. Trinity is truly thankful for the
generous $6,000 grant from the synod Witness and Service Ministry
Team, funded from your Mission Support giving.
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Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00. The cost of sponsoring
the flowers is $38.00. If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note
that there are flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list
for altar flowers. Please put your check or cash in the envelope and
place in the offering plate. The week you are an altar flower
sponsor, please call the office, Nancy Moyer, or contact the altar
guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers.
Otherwise, the flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in
need.
Altar Flower Sponsors for June: 6/4- Linda & Kirsten Weiss in memory
of husband and father, Rodney Weiss, 6/11-Pamela Moyer in
memory of her father, 6/18-Karen & Patrick Berkenstock in memory
of her father and his pop-pop, 6/25-Diane Klinger in memory of her
husband.
Bulletin Sponsors for June: 6/4-Sandra Miller in memory of her and
Larry’s wedding anniversary, 6/11-Janice Lamm in honor of Forrest
Lamm Jr.’s graduation from Conrad Weiser High School, 6/18-Leslie
Pirl/Roth in memory of her father, Fritz Pirl, 6/25-Joe & Sue Sickler in
honor of Joe’s birthday.
The Basket of flowers in the chancel on 6/11 is sponsored by Janice
Lamm in honor of Forrest Lamm Jr.’s graduation from Conrad Weiser
High School.
Helpers for June
Communion Assistant: Carol Koch (Sat.), Betty Lou Franzen (Sunday)
Altar Guild: Nancy Moyer
Greeters: 6/4-Clarence Schein, 6/11-Laura & Frank Krick, 6/18Frances & Phyllis Luft
Acolytes: 6/3 & 6/4-Barbara Debiec, 6/11-Bethany Miller
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Lay Readers: 6/4-Jerry Jarsocrak, 6/11-Anne Marie Rinehimer,
6/18-Bob Bashore, 6/25-Kerri Searfoss
Ushers: 6/4-Bashores, 6/11- Lawrys, 6/18-Kurtzes, 6/25Berkenstocks.
Counters: 6/4-Jarsockrak,6/11-Debiec/Rinehimer, 6/18-Hummels,
6/25-Franzens.
Sound Technician: 6/4-Wendell Byler, 6/11-Patrick Berkenstock,
6/18-Forrest Lamm, Jr., 6/25-Scott Franzen, 7/2-Stephanie Kurtz.
Bulletin Assemblers: 6/1-Kathy Lawry, 6/8-Bonnie Giamotti, 6/15Suzanne Kreider, 6/22-Laura Krick, 6/29-Kathy Bashore, 7/6-Barb
Debiec.
Newsletter Assemblers: Linda Weiss and Ann Sentz
Church Council Members
Susan Coleman 484-987-0959
Diane Klinger 610-927-8730
Forrest Lamm, Jr. 484-709-5181
Laura Miller 610-678-2152
Pamela Moyer 610-670-5896
Mary Nace 610-207-4104
Kay Stout 610-678-8238
Wendell Byler, President 610-670-8512
Kevin Kurtz, Vice President 610-693-5233
Church Council Highlights for May
1. Welcome bags have been prepared & discussion will take place
with the congregation about distribution and spreading the work
2. A number of Flat/traveling Luthers have been purchased and are
available to take on your summer vacations & be photographed with
your wherever you may be.
3. Next year preschool will be held 5 mornings a week (as opposed to
4 this year). There will also be one afternoon class on a Wednesday
as a pilot program to test the waters for expanding the preschool
program into the afternoon in the future.
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