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The Land of the Free 
 

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
9 The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You 
shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, "Love your neighbor as 
yourself." 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. (Rom. 13:8-
10 NRS) 
 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for 
a redress of grievances.” (First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution) 
 
 Happy Fourth of July! It’s almost time for family summer fun, swimming, grilling, lighting sparklers, and 
watching fireworks—there will be band concerts and parades to see, too. For many this is the holiday set aside 
for family reunions. I remember the Bi-centennial celebration. It was July 4, 1976 and 90 degrees in the shade. 
I was 17 years old. My dad, a professional drummer, was playing a concert at the Serpentine Wall in 
Cincinnati. The Serpentine Wall and accompanying park snakes along the edge of the Ohio River near the 
Public Landing. 
 My mother had packed a picnic lunch (and yes, it was fried chicken and potato salad). We sat on a 
picnic cloth with hundreds of other people surrounding us. We watched kids play in a cascading fountain as 
we sweltered through our lunch and the beat of the band. People on the river drove their motor boats close to 
the landing so they could honk and wave. And if I remember correctly, the magnificent Mississippi Queen was 
docked close by—her massive paddle wheel still as the river current lazed around her. 
 Back then, being patriotic meant knowing the first few lines of the Declaration of Independence and/or 
the Constitution, flying our flag on patriotic holidays, and appreciating the Statue of Liberty and what it stood 
for, but not much else.  
 As I’ve grown older, being patriotic means something else to me. It means understanding the history of 
this country and working hard to uphold the very ideals and vision of our founding “parents” (yes, there were 
women supporting the cause, too).  
 Most importantly, I know that what we do here in the United States as a Democratic Republic is always 
a work in progress and that we will make mistakes, learn from them and move on all the better for it—at least 
that is the hope. And in truth, we have made a lot of mistakes—even the Continental Congress couldn’t agree 
that enslaved African peoples should be free the same as all “men” (okay, I won’t go there). 
 And though it would be great if we could already do this, we must continue to learn how to treat all 
women, men, and children fairly and equally under the law. It’s been a rough row to hoe, but we know that 
positive change does not come without healthy conflict that transforms old thinking into new thinking and 
revolutionizes how we see the world in relationship with each other. 
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 It seems that lately there is more conflict than ever before—but instead of moving in a direction of 
renewal and transformation, we seem to be moving in a direction to renew old ways of thinking that are not 
so healthy and are aimed at “putting people in their places.” Just read and watch the news. 
 So what does all this have to do with being a follower of Jesus? How do gospel following people 
reconcile patriotism and political leanings with their identity as child of God? This is a really important 
question for the here and now as we struggle to be people of God in a time when people’s political parties 
seem to overpower their baptismal identities. 
 For me, the answer is simple. I’m a child of God first, a follower of the gospel first. You might say, 
“Well, that’s easy for you, you’re the pastor!” And yet, as members of the priesthood of all believers, we are 
all called to follow, listen, and love. 
 What does this mean? (Or as Luther would say, “Was ist das?) It means we are called to act because 
we are called to love. It means that when we see men, women, and children being hurt, violated, starved, 
maligned, marginalized, hurt, broken down in mind, body, and spirit anywhere in the world, we act! Story 
after story of Jesus’ miracles, healings, and teachings are all about loving the ones whom we would choose not 
to love—and to do it actively—providing safety, just treatment, sanctuary, healing, food, clothing, shelter, 
comfort, and so much more. 
 We know that when a member of the body of Christ is hurt, we are all hurt. And so we are called to put 
aside prejudice, lift up the lowly, and work for justice and peace in the world. That is our baptismal promise. 
To do this we must dump our political beliefs and inclinations on the roadside so we can actively do love in the 
world without judgment or condition. 
 This is the way of Christ. As workers in the kingdom we are called to journey with others to places of 
renewed life and spirit. That is the heart of the gospel. And in a quirky, ironic sort of way, our governing body 
assures the freedom to do that unencumbered by government interference. Our separation from the state is 
assured. We are free. 
 We must be careful that we do not fall into the trap of civil religion where the Declaration and 
Constitution become our scripture, the pledge becomes our creed, the executive office becomes our savior, 
the flag becomes our cross, and members of the legislative branch become our disciples.  

And so it is this Fourth of July, 2019 that myself and 23 others will be in Puerto Rico actively loving 
others. We will help to rebuild a part of the United States that has been damaged by Hurricane Maria. It is 
what we do as followers of the gospel. I imagine it is what a good citizen does as well.  

 
Peace, 
Pr. Julie  
   

Council Highlights 
• Council Members will be having conversation with church members about expansion (changes) to the 

narthex. 
• New divided chalice and paten has been purchased from the Marlene Ochs Memorial Funds.  This will 

enable us when we have communion by intinction to have the grape juice and wine in one vessel. 
• Furnace has been repaired. 
• Wendell lowered the wall cabinets in the office and altered the drawers to accommodate hanging 

folders. 
• Next meeting is Tuesday, Aug. 13th @ 7:30 PM. 

 
	
	
	

2 



 
 
We would like to thank everyone for your donation to the Strawberry Festival Gift baskets.  Beautiful paintings 
were greatly appreciated.  Because of you we had another successful raffle.  Thank you so much. 

Connie Fritz and Sharon 
Gring 

 
Another year and another heartfelt thank you to all who signed up on Strawberry Sign up Saturday/Sunday to 
help at the Strawberry Festival and to those who answered our calls and emails for help.  Your willingness to 
help with the many Festival tasks is greatly appreciated, and is a major factor in the success of the Festival. 

Anne Marie Rinehimer 
and Mary Young 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7/6 & 7/7-food crate begins (bring your excess produce).  Money raised goes to ELCA World Hunger 
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Vacation	Bible	School	has	been	renamed	to	Summer	Bible	Fun	and	will	be	held	on	Wednesday,	
July	24th	and	Wednesday,	July	31st.			

We	will	begin	with	a	meal	at	6	PM,	gathering	worship	@	6:30	PM,	Crafts	for	children	from	7	to	
7:30,	games	for	children	from	7:30	to	7:55	followed	by	a	brief	sending	time	in	the	sanctuary.		
While	children	are	doing	crafts	and	games,	adults	will	meet	for	study	and	discussion	in	the	

library.		Our	offering	this	year	will	be	items	needed	by	Bethany	Children’s	Home	in	Womelsdorf	
for	their	Helping	Hands	Project.			

Boys	Sizes--Sizes-Small-and-Medium	 	 Girls	and	Misses	-	Sizes-X-Small,	Small	and	Medium	
Socks			 	 	 	 	 	 Socks	
Boxer	Shorts		 	 	 	 	 Sports	Bras	
Jeans	(all	sizes)		 	 	 	 	 Panties	
Sweatpants		 	 	 	 	 	 Jeans	(all	sizes)	
T-Shirts-Solid	Colors		 	 	 	 Shorts	
Sneakers	(all	sizes)		 	 	 	 T-Shirts	-	Solid	Colors	
Church	attire	and	shoes	(all	sizes)		 	 Shoes	-	all	sizes	
Coats			 	 	 	 	 	 Sneakers	-	all	sizes	
Sweaters		 	 	 	 	 	 Pajamas	
Pajamas		 	 	 	 	 	 Sweat	Pants	
Shorts		 	 	 	 	 	 Church	attire	and	shoes	(all	sizes)	

Sweaters		
		 	 	 	 	 	 Coats	
	

Bibles	-	Spanish	Version		 	 	 	 Pillows	and	Pillow	Cases	
Kids	Craft	Projects	and	Kits		 	 	 Twin	Blankets	
Markers,	Crayons,	Colored	Pencils	 	 Fleece	Throws	
Coloring	Books		 	 	 	 	 Blankets	
Soccer	Balls	 	 	 	 	 	 Bath	Towels	
Spanish	Books		 	 	 	 	 Kid	Friendly	Soap,	Shampoo	and	Conditioner	
Games	for	all	ages	 	 	 	 	 Toothbrushes	and	Toothpaste	

Hairbrushes	&	Combs	
	

WE	KINDLY	ASK	THAT	ALL	ITEMS	ARE	NEW.	WE	CANNOT	ACCEPT	USED	ITEMS.	
	

A	sign	up	sheet	will	be	available	shortly	so	we	can	get	a	guesstimate	of	how	many	meals	to	
prepare.	
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Fellowship	Committee	Special	Event	

 
Come along to the Dutch Apple Dinner Theater on Friday, November 15 to see Holiday Inn.  Dinner is @ 6 PM 
and show begins @ 7:30PM.  Cost is $62.00 per person. There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex beginning 

in July.  Final reservations are due 10/12 but we would like to get an estimate ASAP.   
 
 
	

Please	remember	in	your	prayers:	
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Richard Boyer, Ryan Harman, Joan Lutz, Barbara 
Pennypacker, Clarence Schein, April Schwartz, Matthew Schwartz and Joe Shoumlisky. 
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Ardelle Heffner, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger, Buzz Lockwood, 
Sandra Miller, Cathy Richards, Pat Sickles , Kay Weatherholtz, and Jane Wilkinson. 
The Military: Bryce Dawson, Kiley Ann Gring, Natalie Ketner, Allison Rosati Martin, Justin Klinger, Eric Ochs, 
Nick Taatjes, and Jeffrey Troutman, Jr. 
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman, Carolyn Bryant, Fred DeLong, Marge 
Dietrich, Kathy Falter, Ralph Fehr, Jr., Peggy Guido, Glenn Helbert, Karl Himmelmann, Jessey Homan, Donald & 
Shirley Kerchner, Randy Kline, Hannah Kramer, Joanne Perrone, Jake Powers, Tom Reppert, Kenneth Searfoss, 
Judy Steffie, Rodney Weiss, Jr., Beverly Wentzel, Jerry Zachousk, and Ann Zimmerman. 
Special Ministries:  Our missionaries in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his family.  

Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current. 
 

How are We Doing? 
Trinity’s Financial Summary for May 

After the third Tuesday of the month Council Meeting, we will print the financial information for the previous 
month.  
 
Average Attendance in May: 67 
Average Weekly Giving in May: $3210.25 
Total income year to date: $73708.67 
Total expenses year to date: $77,607.16 
Shortfall, year to date (income minus expenses): -$923.49 
Total income in May: $12,841.00 
Total expenses in May: $14,113.86 
Percentage of Mission Support made year to date:  

to Synod: 45%, to Mission District: 42% 
 

Debt Retirement Completed!  Please consider adding your debt retirement giving to your regular 
weekly/monthly giving. 
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Pictures	from	the	Baptism	of	Lucy	Mae	Meter	
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Sunday School Orchestra @ Strawberry Festival  

 
 

 
 

Confirmation	

	
7 



Flower	and	Bulletin	Sponsorship	
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00.  If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are 
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers.  Please put your check (payable to 
Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate.  The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00.  
We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office, Nancy 
Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers.  Otherwise, the 
flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need.  Thanks.  We need Altar Flower Sponsors for July 
7th, 28th and August 4th .  We need Bulletin Sponsors for July 7th, 14th, 28th, and August 4th, 11th, and 18th.  
Please sign up in the narthex.   
 
Altar Flower Sponsors for July and August: 7/14-Kurtz Family in honor of John Kurtz’s birthday, 7/21-Pamela 
Moyer in memory of Annie McKinney, 8/11-Carol Koch in memory of her father, Rev. William H. Marburger, 
8/18-Rick & Kathy Lawry in honor of their wedding anniversary, 8/25-Charlotte Moyer in memory of her 
mother. 
 
Bulletin Sponsors for July and August: 7/21-John Ketner in memory of his and Doris wedding anniversary, 
8/25- Charlotte Moyer in memory of her mother. 
	

Helpers	for	July	&	August	
Altar Guild: Lufts (July), Laura Krick (August) 
 
Communion Assistant: Helen Hummel (July), Cindy Hassler (August) 
 
Greeters: 7/7-Linda & Kirsten Weiss, 7/14-Joe & Sue Sickler, 7/21-Eleanor Brossman, 7/28-Frances & Phyllis 
Luft 
	
Lay	Readers:	7/7-Dick Hummel, 7/14-Cindy Hasssler, 7/21-Ron Rush, 7/28-Elaine Briner, 8/4-Laura Miller, 
8/11-Kerri Searfoss, 8/18-Charlotte Moyer, 8/25-Joe Perrone. 
 
Acolyte: 7/14-Owen Wentzel 
	
Ushers:	7/7 & 8/4- Lawry’s, 7/14 & 8/11- Bashore’s, 7/21 & 8/18-Kurtzes, 7/28 & 8/25-Berkenstocks,  
	
Counters:	7/7 & 8/11-Debiec/Rinehimer, 7/14 & 8/18-Hummels, 7/21 & 8/25-Franzens, 7/28-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 
8/4-Jarsocrak. 
	
Sound	Technician:	7/7-Wendell Byler, 7/14-Scott Franzen, 
7/21-Patrick Berkenstock, 7/28-Stephanie Kurtz.  
	
Bulletin	Assemblers:  7/2-Diane Brown, 7/11-Carolyn Kurtz, 7/18-Connie Fritz, 7/25-Linda Weiss, 8/1-Ann 
Sentz, 8/8-Kathy Lawry, 8/15-Bonnie Giamotti, 8/22-Laura Krick, 8/29-Kathy Bashore. 
 
Newsletter Assemblers:  Linda Weiss and Ann Sentz 
 
Council Devotional & Snacks:  Jerry Jarsocrak 
 
 
 
 



Church	Council	Members	
Wendell Byler, President  610-451-1506 

Harmony Wentzel, Vice President  610-390-9986 
Scott Franzen 610-781-7674 

Jerry Jarsocrak  610-413-9472 
Laura Miller  717-507-0934 

Elwood (Woody) Noll  484-638-2057 
Cindy Hassler-Schappell  610-670-1971 

April Schwartz  484-577-9150 
Kay Stout  610-763-8776 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
Birthday Milestones in July and August 

Patricia Paine will be 86 and Mike Renzo will be 81 in July.  Clarence Schein will be 101,  John Ketner will be 88 
and Ardelle Heffner will be 82 in August.  Happy Birthday to all of you.   

 


