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“When in Our Music God is Glorified” ELW 850
Didn’t you just love hearing the children sing “Fisher’s of Men” this
past Sunday? For me it was more than just wonderful, it was a
flashback to myself 53 years ago. I was four years old (go ahead and
do the math) and sitting with a group of children in the basement of

Winton Place Methodist Church when I first learned that song. We
sat in front of a big, old upright piano as the teacher taught us the
words and motions. It was the first Bible song I ever learned and it
was the first choir in which I ever sang. It was the beginning of my
musical life.
My life-long passion for making, teaching, and performing music is
what brought me into the Lutheran Church. As a college student at
Carthage College, a Lutheran school, the Sunday morning worship
was, of course, woven through and through with beautiful melodies
of the liturgy. It was that very thing that introduced me to what later
became much, much more than a passing musical enjoyment.
Martin Luther, the great reformer that he was, had a great passion
for spreading the gospel message through song. For him, one could
not separate music from worship—or life! Luther wrote liturgy and
hymns for worship as well as essays and treatises on the use of music
in the life of the church—something the Roman church had not fully
engaged.
In celebration of the coming 500th anniversary of the Reformation,
it is good for us to immerse ourselves in the writings and teachings of
Martin Luther. Below is an excerpt of Luther’s writings concerning
hymns. His words are timeless and just as important to us today as
they were 500 years ago. Here is Luther’s 1524 Preface to the
Wittenberg Hymnal.
1 That it is good and God pleasing to sing hymns is, I think, known to every
Christian, for everyone is aware not only of the example of the prophets and
kings in the Old Testament who praised God with song and sound, with
poetry and psaltery, but also of the common and ancient custom of the
Christian church to sing Psalms. St. Paul himself instituted this in I
Corinthians 14 and exhorted the Colossians to sing spiritual songs and Psalms
heartily unto the Lord so that God’s Word and Christian teaching might be
instilled and implanted in many ways.
Therefore I, too, in order to make a start and to give an incentive to those
who can do better, have with the help of others compiled several hymns, so
that the holy gospel which now by the grace of God has arisen anew may be
noised and spread abroad.
Like Moses in his song [Exodus 15], we may now boast that Christ is our
praise and song and say with St. Paul, I Corinthians 2, that we should know
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nothing to sing or say, save Jesus Christ our Savior.
And these songs were arranged in four parts to give the young–who should
at any rate be trained in music and other fine arts–something to wean them
away from love ballads and carnal songs and to teach them something of
value in their place, thus combining the good with the pleasing, as is proper
for youth. Nor am I of the opinion that the gospel should destroy and blight all
the arts, as some of the super-religious claim. But I would like to see all the
arts, especially music, used in the service of Him who gave and made them. I
therefore pray that every pious Christian would be pleased with this and lend
his help if God has given him like or greater gifts. As it is, the world is too
lax and indifferent about teaching and training the young for us to abet this
trent. God grant us his grace. Amen.
Continuing the tradition of study and performance of God’s gift of
song, Carol Koch and I, Pastor Julie, will be attending the American
Lutheran Church Musicians’ Regional Conference in Ft. Wayne,
Indiana, July 5-8. Designed to engage pastors and church musicians
in the sharing of knowledge, rich musical worship, new compositions,
and new ideas, we will learn much about worship, choral, bell, organ,
and other instrumental music.
As I will be away this weekend, thank you to our Sunday School
Orchestra and the gift of their music on Sunday, July 3 rd as well as the
many other talented, “special” musical offerings planned for this
summer. Your time and talents will never go unnoticed. Luther
would love you!
Peace and grace,
Pastor Julie
1 Helmut T. Lehmann and Ulrich S. Leupold, eds.,

Luther’s Works, vol. 53, Liturgy
and Hymns Martin Luther (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1965), 315-316.

2

What the preschool has meant to Alexis ShoumliskyI am very proud to report Alexis has completed her Preschool and
Pre-Kindergarten at Trinity Lutheran Preschool. Alexis has learned
many things at Trinity Lutheran Preschool including manners,
academics and her faith. I am so happy for the services and
education that is provided by Mrs. Franzen, Mrs. Kooney and Mrs.
Gillman .
Specifically I am grateful for the free vision screenings provided by
the Lions club. Alexis’s first year at Trinity her vision was tested and
it was noted that she was not able to see well, even though her eyes
were just checked at her well visit by her pediatrician and no vision
impairment was mentioned.
We took her to the ophthalmologist and it was clear she needed
glasses. The ophthalmologist told my husband and I that most kids
compensate when they are not able to see so we were happy to
know she now could see clearly with her new glasses.
The second year the Lions club came to provide free vision
screenings, I was not certain she needed to have the screening done
since she had just been to the Ophthalmologist and her lenses in her
glasses were changed to a stronger lens. However I didn’t want
Alexis to feel left out so I completed the form to have her vision
tested. When Mrs. Franzen went over the results with my husband it
was noted that she was not seeing clearly.
My husband went back to the ophthalmologist and Alexis did not
have the appropriate lenses in her glasses . There was some kind of
mistake at the lab where her lenses were made. Thank goodness for
the vision exams otherwise we may not have known her lenses were
incorrect.
Thank you for all you do to make Trinity Preschool a wonderful
program.
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Sincerely,
Lori and Joe Shoumlisky

The Preschool at their closing program for the summer.

Have a garden?
If God blesses you with an abundance
bring your “overage” to the basket on the back windowsill.
If you don’t have a garden or are not growing what’s in the basket
take what you would like, leave a donation.
All donations will be given to World Hunger.
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Good Morning Mary Jane,
Thank you from all the clients and staff at Opportunity House for
volunteering in our kitchen last night. Please share our thanks and
deep gratitude with all the members of your Trinity Lutheran cooking
team.
Happy Spring!
John
Another year and another heartfelt thank you to all who signed up or
said “yes” to our calls and pleas for help at the Strawberry Festival. It
is our pleasure to speak with you each year. Your willingness to help
us in so many different ways is greatly appreciated, and it is a big
factor in the success of the festival.
Anne Marie Rinehimer & Mary Young
Thank you to everyone who donated stuffed animals for our games
at the Strawberry Festival. To see the smiles on the children’s faces
is priceless.
Barbara Debiec

JESUS LOVES US
Vacation Bible School
Wednesdays, July 13, 20, and 27, 6-8pm
Dinner included.
Outdoor worship and potluck picnic
Sunday, July 31, 10:30am

Intergenerational—for the whole family.
Activities for everyone.
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To register sign up in the narthex or call: (610)
678-1782
If needed, leave a message with
your name and contact information.
Calling all children of Trinity

Registration forms and sign up sheet are available in the narthex.
Let’s support Pastor Julie and the WBMD. Please call the church
office 610-678-1782 if you have questions.
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Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00. If you are sponsoring
the flowers, please note that there are flower envelopes in the
narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers. Please put your
check (payable to Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the
offering plate. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $12.00. We
also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower
sponsor, please call the office, Nancy Moyer, or contact the altar
guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers.
Otherwise, the flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in
need. Thanks. We need bulletin sponsors for all the Sundays in July
and we need an altar flower sponsor for 7/31.
Altar Flower Sponsors for July: 7/3-Suzanne Kreider in honor of
Carrie & Brad’s 5th wedding anniversary, 7/10-Betty Lou & Scott
Franzen in memory of Sylvan & Pauline Colove, 7/17-Pamela Moyer
in memory of Annie McKinney, 7/24-Kurtz Family in honor of John’s
19th birthday.
Helpers for July
Communion Assistant-Carol Koch
Altar Guild- Suzanne Kreider
Greeters: 7/3-Helen Hummel and Charlotte Moyer, 7/10-Barbara
Debiec, 7/17-Sue Sickler, 7/24-Kay Stout, 7/31-Mary Nace
Acolytes: 7/3-Barbara Debiec, 7/10-Patrick Berkenstock, 7/17-John
Kurtz, 7/24-Bethany Miller, 7/31-Forrest Lamm, Jr.
Lay Readers: 7/3-Mary & Dan Nace, 7/10-April Schwartz, 7/17-John
Kurtz, 7/24-Elaine Breiner, 7/31-Helen Hummel & Charlotte Moyer.
Ushers: 7/3- Lawry’s, 7/10-Bashores, 7/17-Kurtzes, 7/24Berkenstocks,
7/31-Laura Miller & April Schwartz.
Counters: 7/3-Franzens, 7/10-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 7/17-Jarsocraks,
7/24-Debiec/Rinehimer, 7/31-Hummels

Sound Technician: 7/3 & 7/10-Donald Oxenreider, 7/17-Wendell
Byler, 7/24-Scott Franzen, 7/31-Donald Oxenreider.
Bulletin Assemblers: 7/7-Kathy Lawry, 7/13-Bonnie Giamotti,
7/21-Eleanor Brossman, 7/28-Sandra Miller & Pat Sickles.
Newsletter Assemblers: Linda Weiss and Ann Sentz
Children’s Sunday School Teachers: 7/3- no Sunday
School/Sunday School Orchestra, 7/10-Beth Byler, 7/17-Stephanie
Kurtz, 7/24-Betty Lou Franzen, 7/31-no Sunday School/outdoor
service.
Church Council Members
Bob Bashore 610-488-0520
Wendell Byler 610-670-8512
Diane Klinger 610-670-3198
Mary Nace 610-207-4104
Pamela Moyer 610-670-5896
Donald Oxenreider 610-678-4866
Mark Searfoss 610-670-9674
Jerry Jarsocrak, President 610-670-0954
Kevin Kurtz, Vice President 610-693-5233
Church Council Highlights for June





Reviewing mission statement/forwarded to Mutual Ministry
Preschool finished the year in the black.
Thank you to everyone in the congregation who directed their
Thrivent Choice Dollars to Trinity. Those monies helped the
preschool.
VBS is for everyone-all ages are welcome.

Birthday Milestones in July
Jeanne Fiant will be 86, Clint Garrison will be 86, Patricia Paine will
be 83, and Janet Dissinger will be 81.
Happy Birthday Jeanne, Clint, Patricia, and Janet.

