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Time for School!

I’m excited! Aren’t you? Fall is coming!! And for me that has always meant the beginning of a new
school year. Our preschool will be revving up. (Have you been telling others about Trinity’s Preschool ministry?
Brochures are in the Narthex and on-line.) We will hold our annual Free Bring-a-Friend Spaghetti Dinner and
BP checks—community invited—as we participate in “God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday Day of Service” on
September 8th 4-6PM. Rally Day is Sunday, September 15, and our Sunday School, Confirmation Classes, and
Adult Forum begin that Sunday at 9 AM.
In fact, Martin Luther was ahead of his time as he called for education for both boys and girls as well as
adults. He felt learning to read was imperative if one was to read the Bible and learn about faith.
It has been eight years since I was a school teacher but I still know the feeling of that first day of school
just as many of our kids are feeling now—or will soon. The first day is a little scary, a little fun, and a lot
exciting. (Ok—so the excitement starts wearing off around October.) Even so when September comes, I still
feel that spark. Remember that old camp song, “It Only Takes a Spark?” I firmly believe that once one has
experienced the discussion and excitement of learning new things about faith, it is difficult to keep it to
yourself. The spark becomes a fire that spreads to others. And so I encourage everyone to engage in some
kind of Christian Education throughout the coming year.
But wait. There’s more! As many of you know, the ELCA Churchwide Assembly was held in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin from August 5-10. Bruce and I both attended as voting members along with about 25 other
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod voting members—lay and rostered. NEPS is one of the largest synods in the
United States. As I mentioned in my sermon on August 18th, though it was a grueling week—tedious at times—
I would do it again in a heartbeat.
I would do it again because the work we did was exhilarating, empowering, and inspiring. For the sake
of this news article, I will not go through all of the various topics over which we deliberated. Prepared by the
ELCA, an overview of those matters can be found on the white table in the Narthex.
Many of the topics over which we deliberated will renew hope for some and engender emotional
conflict for others. Most of the issues are simply begging to be unpacked and discussed. With this in mind, this
year we will have an opportunity to do so. We will revive our monthly Cross Training classes beginning Sunday,
September 29 from 4:00-6:00 PM. There will be snacks, but please bring your own beverage.
Our first topic of discussion will be the newest Social Statement to be approved at churchwide
assembly, Gender, Sexism, and Justice: A Call to Action. A few of you might be vaguely familiar with this as we
did a study on a portion of the proposed statement at a past Cross Training class. If desired, advance
preparation can be completed by reading the statement found at www.elca.org/womenandjustice. The
Apostle Paul writes, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28 NRSV).
May the spark and passion of learning invigorate you and stir you to seek deeper understanding of
Jesus Christ and the faith in which we live out our baptisms each and every day. See you in class!
Blessings, Pr. Julie

Come one, Come ALL to the Trinity Bring-a Friend Spaghetti Dinner
Sunday, September 8th is God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday Day of Service.
So mark your calendar. With the help of our own personal spectacular Home-Grown Italian Cooks, Joe and
Kelly Perrone, we will experience such a divine evening of Italian cuisine that you will think you are dining at a
country café in Tuscany!
We simply ask that you bring a friend! We will also be opening our doors to our neighbors here in
Wernersville. As part of our service to you and the people of Wernersville we will be offering Blood Pressure
checks. Dinner will be served 4:00 to 6:00PM. Come as you are able!
See you then.
We need helpers to bring dessert and to assist with clean up so sign up in the
Narthex!!

Thank you to the Kelly & Joe Perrone and Diane Brown, who provided our meals for Vacation Bible School,
Sandy Shadel, Harmony Wentzel, Morgan Enck, and Megan Shannon who led the crafts, Pastor Bruce
Osterholt, and Mike Enck who led the games, and to Pastor Julie for leading the music, story and adult study.

Deacon Carol

A sincere thank you to all of you who provided summer music. You may be sure it was greatly appreciated.

Nancy Moyer

Dear Members of Trinity
A want to thank you for all the birthday cards. I was glad that I got to clean
strawberries again and to see you all again. It was a nice day.
Love, Rosalie
Dear Trinity Family,
Thank you for all the support, Kind words, prayers and cards we received after the death of Mark’s father Ken.
It was a blessing to be surrounded by god’s faithful people. Peace to all of you,
Kerri, Mark, Jullie and Janet Searfoss
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My sincere thanks to all who donated animals and helped to man our game stands at the Strawberry Festival.
We look forward to your help next year.
Barbara Debiec

September 22-food crate ends (bring your excess produce). Money raised goes to ELCA World Hunger
Fellowship Committee Special Event

Come along to the Dutch Apple Dinner Theater on Friday, November 15 to see Holiday Inn. Dinner is @ 6 PM
and show begins @ 7:30PM. Cost is $62.00 per person. There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex beginning
in July. Final reservations are due 10/12 but we would like to get an estimate ASAP.
Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Sandra Miller, Barbara Pennypacker, Clarence Schein, April
and Matthew Schwartz, and Sue Sickler.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Ardelle Heffner, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger, Buzz Lockwood,
Cathy Richards, Pat Sickles , Kay Weatherholtz, and Jane Wilkinson.
The Military: Kiley Gring Mohn, Natalie Ketner, Allison Rosati Martin, Justin Klinger, Eric Ochs, Nick Taatjes,
and Jeffrey Troutman, Jr.
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman, Carolyn Bryant, Fred DeLong, Marge
Dietrich, Peggy Guido, Glenn Helbert, Jessey Homan, Shirley Kerchner, Hannah Kramer, Scott Krebs, Bryan
Long, Donald Long, Cindy Marsh, Debbie Minotto, Jake Powers, Tom Reppert, , Rodney Weiss, Jr., Beverly
Wentzel, Jerry Zachousk, and Ann Zimmerman.
Special Ministries: Our missionaries in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his family.
Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current.
Some Pictures from “Who Is Our Neighbor” VBS

Our VBS gifts for the Helping Hands Project for migrant children at Bethany Children’s Home

Our kids-Sammy, Alexis, Owen, Carson, Jocelyn and Rylee

The whole gang
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Want to help support the Crop Walk? Take this coupon and eat @ Isaacs on September 5

Want to help West Berks Mission District Shepherding Ministry? Clip this coupon and eat at one of these
restaurants on 9/25 or 9/26
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How are We Doing?
Trinity’s Financial Summary for May
After the third Tuesday of the month Council Meeting, we will print the financial information for the previous
month.
Average Attendance in May: 67
Average Weekly Giving in May: $3210.25
Total income year to date: $73708.67
Total expenses year to date: $77,607.16
Shortfall, year to date (income minus expenses): -$923.49
Total income in May: $12,841.00
Total expenses in May: $14,113.86
Percentage of Mission Support made year to date:
to Synod: 45%, to Mission District: 42%
Debt Retirement Completed! Please consider adding your debt retirement giving to your regular
weekly/monthly giving.

Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00. If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers. Please put your check (payable to
Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00.
We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office, Nancy
Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers. Otherwise, the
flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need. Thanks. We need Altar Flower Sponsors for
September 8, 15, and 22. We need Bulletin Sponsors for September 15, 22, and 29. Please sign up in the
narthex.
Altar Flower Sponsors for September: 9/1-Mary Young in memory of her wedding anniversary, 9/29Charlotte Moyer in memory of her husband, Donald.
Bulletin Sponsors for September: 9/1-Kathy & Rick Lawry in honor of granddaughter Sara’s birthday, 9/8Diane Brown in memory of her father

Helpers for September
Altar Guild: Nancy Moyer
Communion Assistant: Carol Koch
Greeters: 9/1-Carol Koch, 9/8-Hummel’s, 9/15-Harriet Helbert, 9/22-Bashore’s, 9/29-Hassler/Schappel’s
Lay Readers: 9/1-Mary Nace, 9/8-Betty Lou Franzen, 9/15-Beth Byler, 9/22-Diane Brown, 9/29-Dan Nace
Ushers: 9/1-Bashores, 9/8-Lawrys, 9/15-Kurtzes, 9/22-Berkenstocks, 9/29-Barbara Debiec & Laura Miller
Counters: 9/1-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 9/8-Jarsocrak 9/15-Debiec/Rinehimer, 9/22-Hummels, 9/29-Franzens
Sound Technician: 9/1-Scott Franzen, 9/8-Patrick Berkenstock, 9/15-Wendell Byler, 9/22-Scott Franzen,
9/29-Stephanie Kurtz.
Bulletin Assemblers: 9/5-Barb Debie, 9/12-Beverly James, 9/19-Helen Hummel, 9/26-Eleanor Brossman.
Newsletter Assemblers: Linda Weiss and Ann Sentz
Council Devotional & Snacks: Carol Koch
Church Council Members
Wendell Byler, President 610-451-1506
Harmony Wentzel, Vice President 610-390-9986
Scott Franzen 610-781-7674
Jerry Jarsocrak 610-413-9472
Laura Miller 717-507-0934
Elwood (Woody) Noll 484-638-2057
Cindy Hassler-Schappell 610-670-1971
April Schwartz 484-577-9150
Kay Stout 610-763-8776

Happy Birthday
Birthday Milestones in September

Ed Evans will be 80. Happy Birthday Ed.
•
•
•
•

Council Highlights
Strawberry Festival was profitable-$1650.13 to be put into Community Response Fund. Please
contact office or a council member if you know of someone in need in the area anytime throughout
the coming year. Next year SF will be 9/13 from 3 to 7:30 PM.
Giving is ahead of last year but still have financial needs.
Report on chuchwide assembly will be forthcoming.
Sunday School attendance record books from the 1960’s to 2005 will be available in the narthex if
anyone wants them. Any that remain at the end of September will be disposed.

