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Art or In?

So how many Lutherans does it take to change a lightbulb? What!? CHANGE!? Funny, maybe, but
there is truth in that joke. And it’s not just Lutherans who notoriously don’t like change. Most all of us have
moments when change of certain things becomes difficult and unaccepted. When it comes to something
that sticks in our hearts and gives us a sense of peace, comfort, and belonging, no one wants that to
change. We don’t ever want to lose that feeling of continuity and stability.
And yet, there are others who thrive on change. While appreciating the tried and true, they are
renewed in life changes that bring deeper meaning, efficiency, and spark new interest and excitement in
life. They are invigorated when transformation happens.
Neither is good or bad. In fact, we need both in our lives. We need what is familiar and provides
stability and comfort in our lives. We also need change to stimulate our awareness and provoke deeper
understanding. Change can shine light on our thoughts and ideas in transformational ways.
Scripture gives us the stability we need, but the Holy Spirit blows new understanding into what we
read—even beloved verses we know by heart can take on new meaning as life experiences change how we
feel about things, ideas, and relationships.
That’s why when we engage the Lord’s Prayer many are comforted in the recitation of the King
James Version (“Our Father who art . . .”) while others are recharged and renewed in the recitation of the
common English (“Our Father in . . .”).
Knowing these two versions (and there are many) gives us the opportunity to both rest in the words
we know from our youth and childhoods while also seeing an old friend in a new light that can refresh and
make us think more closely about what we are really asking of God.
So here’s some history. There are many versions of the Lord’s Prayer. There are two versions in the
Bible, Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4. As Lutherans we use the New Revised Standard Version of the
Bible and so the Matthew version of the NRSV is from where the common English version of the Lord’s
Prayer is derived. Then there is the Luke 11:2-4 version which is really short and to our ears sounds
incomplete.
The King James Version of the Lord’s Prayer, which is most similar (but not exact) to the version
most people learned as children, was written in 1611:
(Matt. 6:9-13 King James Version)
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
11 Give us this day our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever. Amen.
And here is the New Revised Standard Version (Matt. 6:9-13)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us this day our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one
You probably noticed that the “doxology” (“For thine is the kingdom . . .”) is missing from the NRSV.
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A doxology is an ending tacked onto a hymn or prayer, or even an act within a worship service.
Research has shown that the doxology, the part that reads, “For thine is the kingdom . . .,” was never part
of the original Greek and was likely added later by an over enthusiastic scribe. Most newer Bible
translations omit the doxology at the end, “For thine is the kingdom . . .”
Okay. So there is much, much more that can be discovered and discussed concerning differing
translations, early Greek, when changes were made, why they were made, and who made them, as well as
the theology of what it all means when we say those words. But that would create a book and this is a
news article.
Even so there is one theological thing to think about. Scholars today debate over and over again the
nature of evil as they try to interpret what is meant when it says “Lead us not into temptation.” Does God
lead us into temptation? In other words, does God tempt us or does the devil tempt us?
What exactly is going on here? Most of us would say (and there is a lot of scripture to back this up)
that God does not lead us into evil. And so in the common English Lord’s Prayer we ask God to save us
from the time of trial. Which is probably what the KJV version means, but it doesn’t sound that way—
especially to those who are unchurched and are just discovering who God is.
The words of the Lord’s Prayer have been through a lot of transformation over the last two millennia
including the many different languages into which it is read and spoken. Yet all that really matters is the
essence—the meaning—of what we are praying not so much the actual words we use.
When the old green LBW came out in 1978—and all hymnals thereafter—the common English
version has been and is listed as the first choice for saying the Lord’s Prayer. The common English version
is used in all churchwide and synod assemblies. And frequently in Mission District Assemblies as well.
Is Trinity replacing the King James Version with the common English for all time? No.
Are we going to use the common English for a while? For a while. There will be times when we will use the
King James Version because it seems fitting and appropriate to do so. For example, at committee
meetings and Bible studies, at various worship services, perhaps at ecumenical events, and at family
events like weddings and funerals—unless family would choose the common English—as well as any other
opportunities that present themselves.
When you are quiet and in personal prayer the King James Version is likely the prayer that will pour
from your heart. It will be a gift to know both—and maybe one day both versions will rest in your heart side
by side.
It is a reminder to us that the Holy Spirit is ever pushing us and transforming us into something new
each and every day. The Holy Spirit is a spirit of change and frequently—if not always—drives us out of our
comfort zones and into the unexpected life-giving places of ministry and mission.
It is never lost on us that the Lord’s Prayer is a communal prayer that begins with “Our” not “My”
and that it is prayer prayed by all people for all time before us, in our present, and in all time to come. It is
a prayer that grows and changes in word and style depending on the generations that speak it; and yet our
meaning remains the same:
1. We proclaim God’s holy name.
2. We ask for God’s kingdom to come to us.
3. We ask that God’s desires for us come into being in both heaven and earth.
4. We ask God to give us what we need to live.
5. We ask God to have mercy on us just as we do for others.
6. We ask God to save us from troubling times.
7. We ask God to bring us out of evil.
We end with a proclamation of God’s never ending authority, power, and glory.
Amen.
Peace and grace,
Pr. Julie
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Our VBS Project
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Our Endowment dollars at work
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Blessing of the Outdoor Classroom

By now I am sure everyone has noticed the fence by the back door that was erected last December. We
haven't said much about it, but then we weren't able to use it much last winter because the cold, rain, and
snow. But now that preschool is in full swing the new enclosure has been fantastic for our outdoor
preschool activities. The area provides a safe and protected environment for all children's activities
whether Preschool, Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, or other special events.
There will be a blessing of this Outdoor Classroom on Thursday, October 31 at 10:00 AM. Come and meet
our preschoolers and their families. Come and enjoy seeing the children in their Halloween costumes.

Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Sandra Miller, Barbara Pennypacker, Ron Rush, Clarence
Schein, April and Matthew Schwartz, Sue Sickler, Kay Weatherholtz and Rodney Weiss, Jr.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Ardelle Heffner, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger, Buzz
Lockwood, Cathy Richards, Pat Sickles, and Jane Wilkinson. The Military: Kiley Gring Mohn, Natalie
Ketner, and Justin Klinger. Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman, Carolyn
Bryant, Fred DeLong, Marge Dietrich, Peggy Guido, Glenn Helbert, Jessey Homan, Shirley Kerchner,
Hannah Kramer, Cindy Marsh, Jake Powers, Tom Reppert, Debbie Schelts, Avalon Walter, Beverly Wentzel,
Jerry Zachousk, and Ann Zimmerman. Special Ministries: Our missionaries in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen
Friberg and his family.
Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current.
5

28h COUNTRY FALL FEST
ST. DANIEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

480 Big Spring Rd, Robesonia
Saturday, October 12, 7:00AM-3:00PM rain or shine
Food, arts & crafts, flea market, games for children, craft sales, baked goods, silent auction & more
Country Breakfast served 7-10:30AM
Entertainment: DJ Terry Schnitter, Adult &Teen Challenge Choir,
Hand-made Amish Quilt Raffle Drawing 2:30 PM
Proceeds benefit the youth and General Budget of St. Daniel’s Church
•
•
•
•
•

Church Council Highlights for September
A website task force is to be formed to evaluate and update our website
Looking into a Knox Box to hold emergency key to the church
Crop Walk will be on 10/13.
Budgets are due 9/29.
Approved money from memorial fund (Marlene Ochs) for purchase of chalice and paten.

Dates to put on your calendar
Sunday, November 24-Advent Fun Shop immediately following worship. No children’s Sunday
School that day or 12/2.
Sunday, December 15 @ 3 PM-Christmas Concert featuring all the bell choirs, chime choir, and the
senior choir.
How are We Doing?
Trinity’s Financial Summary for August
After the third Tuesday of the month Council Meeting, we will print the financial information for the
previous month.
Average Attendance in August, 2019: 72,
Average in August, 2018: 72
Average Weekly Giving in August, 2019: $3594.00,
Average in August, 2018: $2930.00
Total income year to date: $117,327.16
Total income year to date in 2018: $104,34562
Total expenses year to date: $124,222.75
Total expenses year to date in 2018: $117,713.80
Shortfall, year to date (income minus expenses): -$3920.59
Total income in August: $14,376.00
Total expenses in August: $14,486.21
Percentage of Mission Support made year to date:
to Synod: 74%, to Mission District: 67%
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Debt Retirement Completed! Please consider adding your debt retirement giving to your regular
weekly/monthly giving.

Trunk or treat
Please consider taking part

When: October 31

st

6:00 to 7:30 be

ready by 6:00

What: Decorate your car trunk, van, or pick-up bed.
Supplies are available at Michael’s or check out the internet
for ideas. Electric will be available.

Where: Rear parking lot
More What: Have enough prepackaged Halloween treats
for about 120 goblins (kids). (Many people are leery of homemade
goodies for Halloween.) Last year we had close to 100.

How can I help if I cannot attend?
You can supply prepackaged
snacks for the adults. Drop
items off at church Sunday 1027, or Wednesday 10-30 morning from10:30 to
2:00 or from 7:30 to 8:30 in the evening.

In Trinity’s back parking lot…
Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00. If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers. Please put your check (payable to

Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00.
We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office, Nancy
Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers. Otherwise, the
flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need. Thanks. We need a Bulletin Sponsors for
October 6. Please sign up in the narthex.
Altar Flower Sponsors for October: 10/6-Pamela Moyer in memory of her father, 10/13-Ron & Cheri
Giangiacomo in memory of Dawn Giangiacomo, 10/20-Scott & Betty Lou Franzen in honor of daughter
Laura’s & granddaughter Kara’s birthdays, 10/27-Anne Marie Rinehimer in memory of her husband and her
brother.
Bulletin Sponsors for October: 10/6-available, 10/13-Joe & Marie Rosati in honor of Patrick Berkenstock’s
brthday, 10/20-Connie & Terry Fritz in memory of our mother Gladys’ birthday, 10/27-Barbara & Richard
Debiec in memory of Nicole Ervin.
Altar Guild: Betty Lou Franzen

Helpers for October

Communion Assistant: Cindy Hassler-Schappell
Greeters: 10/6-Barb Debiec, 10/13-Helen & Dick Hummel, 10/20-Ladies of Trinity, 10/27-please sign up in
narthex.
Acolyte: 10/6-Tacy Grippon, 10/13, 10/20, 10/27-please sign up in narthex.
Lay Readers: 10/6-Lector Exchange, 10/13-Bob Bashore, 10/20-Ladies of Trinity, 10/27-Kathy Lawry.
Ushers: 10/6-Lawrys, 10/13-Bashores, 10/20-Ladies of Trinity, 10/27-Berkenstocks.
Counters: 10/6-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 10/13-Jarsocrak 10/20-Debiec/Rinehimer, 10/27-Hummels.
Sound Technician: 10/6-Wendell Byler, 10/13-Patrick Berkenstock, 10/20-Scott Franzen, 10/27-Stephanie
Kurtz.
Bulletin Assemblers: 10/3-Mary Young, 10/10-Mary Jane Evans, 10/17-Carolyn Kurtz, 10/24-June Rapley,
10/31-Diane Brown.
Newsletter Assemblers: Linda Weiss and Ann Sentz
Council Devotional & Snacks: Cindy Hassler-Schappell
Children’s Sunday School Teachers: 10/6-Morgan Enck, 10/13-Kathy Lawry, 10/20-Allison Given, 10/27Karen Houck.

Church Council Members
Wendell Byler, President 610-451-1506
Harmony Wentzel, Vice President 610-390-9986

Scott Franzen 610-781-7674
Jerry Jarsocrak 610-413-9472
Laura Miller 717-507-0934
Elwood (Woody) Noll 484-638-2057
Cindy Hassler-Schappell 610-670-1971
April Schwartz 484-577-9150
Kay Stout 610-763-8776

Happy Birthday

Birthday Milestones in October

Albert Pfennig will be 82, John Stine will be 80, Dick Hummel will be 84, Eleanor Brossman will be 82, and
Daniel Hoppman will be 89. Happy Birthday to all of you.

