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Newsletter of Trinity Lutheran
Church, Wernersville, PA

Trinity Lutheran Church
130 South Walnut Street
Wernersville, PA 19565
610-678-1782
www.trinitywernersville.org.
e-mail address:ticworship@aol.com

The Reverend Julie Osterhout, Pastor 717-687-8682
Carol A. Koch, Associate in Ministry 610-670-1436
Nancy M. Moyer, Organist/Senior Choir Director 610-775-1839
Frank & Laura Krick, Sextons 484-509-5838
Peter Schmehl], Treasurer 610-670-0645
Barbara Debiec, Financial Secretary 610-670-2841

On Saturday, November 21, Trinity experienced the ordination and
the installation of our new pastor, the Reverend Julie Osterhout. This
was the first time anyone | talked to remembers an ordination at
Trinity. It was an honor to be chosen as the church in which our
Pastor was ordained. There were numerous other churches she has
been associated with that she could have chosen, but Trinity was the
location, an indication of her commitment to her new church home
and her congregation.



And what a wonderful service it was. Those who were there and
know the Pastor could see her touches in the musical choices.
Soaring organ pieces, Sunday School Orchestra music, bell choir
pieces, choir members from several churches singing uplifting and
snappy tunes, traditional Lutheran hymns and pieces played
accompanied by conga drums and maracas. The ceremonies were
both impressive and profound.

We now welcome Pastor Julie to the duties and obligations of her
leadership role at Trinity and remember some of our responsibilities
to her:
To pray for her and her family;
To respect the Pastor and hold her in the highest regard;
To supporting the Pastor’s ideas and vision;
And to attend services and Church functions.

Welcome Pastor Julie. We look forward to your leadership with Joy
and anticipation!

Jerry Jarsocrak
Council President

Pastor Julie receiving her stole at Ordination.




Advent’s Cake

What an amazing time to begin new ministry with all of you! Didn’t
we have a wonderful and unique experience as we celebrated the
service of ordination and installation together? And didn’t we follow
up that service with a day of Thanksgiving? | have had so much for
which to be thankful. | hope you have, too. And isn’t it wonderful to
be starting the new church year together as we begin the process of
discerning what it is God has in store for us?

The Prayer of the Day for each weekend’s Advent worship begins
with the word “Stir.” It’s a way of asking the Holy Spirit to wake us
up, empower us, charge us up, and get us moving to do God’s
ministry in the world around us. | love the word “stir.” When | think
of stirring, my mind immediately goes to baking. | think about all the
ingredients that go into baking a cake and then my mind’s eye picks
up my wooden spoon and begins stirring the batter into a beautiful,
smooth, creamy mixture. | pour the batter into the pan that has been
prepared for baking. It has been greased and floured.

The oven has been warmed and all has been made ready to bring
my cake to fruition. After carefully placing the pan into the oven, |
set the timer and wait. | know | will have yummy thoughts about
what will come out of the oven when the timer rings. In the
meantime, the aroma of sweet baking cake fills the house and every
once in a while | flick on the oven light just to see how it’s doing.

After the timer goes off, | check the center of my cake with a
toothpick just to make sure it has thoroughly baked. Next come the
finishing touches—icing, decorations, and then it is time to serve my
cake to others. | can’t think of a better analogy for the work of the
Holy Spirit—stirring us and preparing us as we plan and pray and
check on progress. Best of all we take our finished ideas and serve
them to all. It is exactly what ministry is all about.

Throughout this time of Advent | invite each of you to pray and
reflect on how God is stirring you. What is God creating in you and
2



how will the finished product serve others? As we wait for Christ to
come again, we prepare ourselves by preparing the way for the
“finished product” of God’s kingdom. It is a time for paving the way
for God’s justice, peace, and love in the world—making right what is
wrong, and “baking a cake” that will be served to ALL people. Christ
has come, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Come Lord, Jesus,
come.

Blessings,
Pastor Julie

What’s Happening in Sunday School in December?
For the younger set (ages 3 through 4" grade)
The theme this month is Advent and Christmas
Schedule is:
Music with Carol Koch on 12/6
Games with Kathy Lawry on 12/13
Art with Morgan Enck on 12/20.
There is no Sunday School on 12/27.

Adult and Youth Sunday School led by Bob Bashore and Kevin
Kurtz meets in the library at 9:15 AM

Sunday, December 13" @ 3 PM
Trinity’s Christmas Concert.
The Senior Choir will be joining the Bell and Children’s Chime Choirs
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this year so this will be a really special event. Invite your friends
and relatives. There is no cost to attend-this is our gift to the
church and community.
The Fellowship Committee is requesting cookies for the Fellowship
Time after the concert on December 13™ Please sign up on the
sheet located in the narthex. Thank you.

We are having a Christmas party after church on December 20" for
our children from 1 up through gt grade. We have secured Santa
and his elf.

We have a team assembled that will plan this event. Please put it
on your calendar.

B

Christmas Eve with Holy Communion @ 3:30 & 7:30 PM

3:30 PM (a service especially designed for both children and older

folks who may want to hang their stockings and get to bed early on

Christmas Eve). We plan to have special music sung by some of the
children of the church and a bell ensemble.

7:30 PM (A Service that features the music of our Senior Choir and
Bell Choir)

Special Music by the Bell Choir and Senior Choir and Organ begins
@ 7:10 PM

Both Services will have a Christmas Message, Candlelight as we close

worship, and the Sacrament of Holy Communion as we welcome the
Christ Child.
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No matter which service you attend, please make sure that you fill
out ACOMMUNION CARD and place it in the OFFERING PLATE.
(Sometimes they fall out of the bulletin so if you don’t have one,
check with an usher.)

Service of Lessons and Carols with the Sunday School
Orchestra
Sunday, December 27 @ 10:30 AM
Followed by The Annual Congregational Meeting in the sanctuary.
The purpose of this meeting is to:

1. Elect Church Council Members

2. Adopt a budget.
Copies of the 2016 budget will be available in the narthex 2 weeks

prior to the meeting.

Birthday Milestones inv December
Ruth Bachman will be 90. Happy Birthday Ruth.

Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Dawn Giangiacomo,
Sue Holder, Catherine Richards, Margie Stine.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Ruth Bachman,
Fern Bagenstose, Janet Dissinger, Ron Harman, Raymond Harp,
Marlene Ochs, June Page, Mary June Yackera.
The Military: Eric Alderman, Marie Rosati Clark, Allison Rosati
Martin, Justin Klinger, Brent Naveiro, Eric Ochs, Scott Schaffer, Nick
Taatjes, and Jeffrey Troutman, Jr.
Family and Friends: Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman, Carolyn Bryant,
Marge Dietrich, Sharon & Larry Hamilton, Amy Hatlee, Deb
Himmelmann, Nicholas Hydock, Letitia Jarsocrak, Sam Jarsocrak,
Mary Koenig, Hannah Kramer, Ryan Manbeck, Nick Moore, Jake
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Powers, Holly Shaffer, Rodney Weiss, Jr., Jerry Zachousk and Ann

Zimmerman.

Special Ministries: Our missionaries in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg

and his family.

Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep
our prayer list current.

CALLING ALL YOUTH and THEIR PARENTS
(6™ thwoughh 12~ grades)
Thingy are abowt to- staurt happening!
There are two- upcoming events that are sure fo- str
wp the Holy Spirit unv youd!
Event 1 Saturday, December 12™"—Between 9 and 10AM? (an exact
time will be forthcoming)

“Wreaths Across America” and trip to Indian Echo Caverns
“Wreaths Across America” is a worship service at the Gap National
Cemetery. We will park at the Army reserve base where shuttles will
carry us to the cemetery. It is a service designed to comfort those
families who have loved ones overseas during Christmas as well as

those who are mourning service personnel. The service will be held
outdoors in a space that resembles a bombed out church building.

After the service, if time allows, and we are feeling spunky, a trip to

Indian Echo Caverns may be in order. Both activities are ecumenical

(other denominations) events offered by the joint youth group that

has formed in the area. They include St. Daniel’s Lutheran, St. Paul’s
UCC, Trinity UCC, Host Reformed, and us!

Event 2 Sunday, January 10, 6:00PM

“First Things First”
This will be our official first time to meet as a youth group. Parents
are asked to attend, too, so we can all talk, laugh, eat, and pray
together and get to know each other. It will be a time to learn each
other’s desires, hopes, and dreams for a youth group. Everyone’s
input is so very, very important. Can’t wait to learn more about each
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of you! It’s a great way to start the new year. There will be hot dogs
with fixin’s and other goodies.

Please let Pastor Julie know if you plan to attend the December
event and/or the January 10" meeting. It’s going to be a great
year!!l!

Peace,

Pastor Julie

Community Events

ERg—

On December 12" & 13" from 10 AM to 2 PM, The Wernersville
Lions club will be conducting a fruit sale on 422 across from Phoebe.
The cost is $16.00 for Grapefruits and $17 for Navel Oranges or Juice
Oranges. The profits from this sale are used in the providing of
various events for the community. Any questions or to order contact
Ed Evans (610-678-7991)

Concert at the Jesuit Center on Saturday, December 12 at
7pm featuring flute, saxophone and organ.

14th Annual Christmas Vespers Service of St. Daniel’s
Lutheran Church @ Conrad Weiser High School Auditorium
Sunday, December 20t @ 4:00 PM
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Featuring the Reading Pops Orchestra and St. Daniel’s Senior
Choir and Soloists.
Pre-service music provided by the Handbell Choir beginning
@ 3:40 PM.
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Amy was one of the recipients of money from our Strawberry

Festival Community Response Fund. The money she gave back was
put back into that fund to help others.
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Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00. If you are sponsoring

the flowers, please note that there are flower envelopes in the
narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers. Please put your
check (payable to Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the
offering plate. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $12.00. We
also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower
sponsor, please call the office, Nancy Moyer, or contact the altar
guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers.
Otherwise, the flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in
need. Thanks. We need an altar flower sponsor for 12/20.

Altar Flower Sponsors for December: 12/6-Mary Young in
memory of her husband’s birthday, 12/13-Anne Marie Rinehimer in

memory of her parents, 12/20-avaliable, 12/24-Donna & Bob Youtz
in honor of their four grandsons, 12/27-Sue & Joe Sickler in honor of
their 45" wedding anniversary.

Bulletin Sponsors for December: 12/6-In honor of the Bell
Players—Thank You!, 12/13-Barry & Lorraine Coldren in honor of
Julie’s birthday, 12/20-Sue & Joe Sickler in memory of Jerry Rapp,
12/24-Janice & Forrest Lamm, Jr. in honor of the birth of Jesus,
12/27-Joe & Sue Sickler in honor of Chrissy’s birthday.

Helpers for December
Communion Assistant-Jerry Jarsocrak

Altar Guild- Anne Marie Rinehimer

Greeters: 12/6-April & Matthew Schwartz, 12/13-Pete Schmehl,
12/20-Izannah Bashore, 12/27-Bob & Kathy Bashore.

Acolytes: 12/6-open, 12/13-Bethany Miller, 12/20-Forrest Lamm,
Jr., 12/24-open, 12/27-open.

Lay Readers: 12/6-Anne Marie Rinehimer, 12/13-Kevin Gemmell,
12/20-Kerri & Mark Searfoss, 12/24-(7:30 PM-Bob Bashore)
Ushers: 12/6-Lawrys, 12/13-Coldrens, 12/20-Kurtzes, 12/27-
Berkenstocks



Counters: 12/6-Franzens, 12/13-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 12/20-
Jarsocrak/Brophy, 12/24-Debiec/Rinehimer/Jarsocrak, 12/27-
Hummels.

Sound Technician: 12/6 & 12/13-Donald Oxenreider, 12/20-
Wendell Byler, 12/27-Scott Franzen.

Bulletin Assemblers: 12/3-Carolyn Kurtz, 12/9-June Rapley, 12/17-
Diane Brown, 12/22-Connie Fritz, 12/29-Darlene Lundy.

Children’s Sunday School Teacher: 12/6-Carol Koch, 12/13-Kathy
Lawry, 12/20-Morgan Enck.

Church Council Members
Diane Brown 610-678-8083
Diane Klinger 610-670-3198
Mary Nace 610-207-4104
Pamela Moyer 610-670-5896
Kelly Thompson 610-468-8920
Nick Eshbach 610-670-6934
Jerry Jarsocrak, President 610-670-0954
Kevin Kurtz, Vice President 610-693-5233
Donald Oxenreider 610-678-4866

Our sincere sympathy to Diane Brown and her extended family on
the death of her mother, Amelia Brown. Erma entered the Church
Triumphant on Wednesday, Nov.25™. Services were held at
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Preston, MD. on Monday, November
30™. Please remember Diane in your thoughts and prayers.

Church Council Highlights for November
Approved Congregational Budget for 2016
Approved Endowment Budget for 2016
Set 12/27 following worship as date for Annual Congregational
Meeting.
Discussed need to develop a major project list for the future.



