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A Year in the Life
Today is November 21 and today I—we—celebrate the one
year anniversary of my ordination. I was reminded of it by Facebook.
If you’re a Facebooker you know that every once in a while they’ll
put up a photo that says, “One year ago,” or “Four years ago,” etc . . .
And so I woke up this morning to one of those Facebook reminders.
Of course Facebook doesn’t have a clue as to what picture is an
ordination picture or not. The one that came up representing that
event was the one we took at the family dinner following the service.
It’s one of those goofy pictures where you tell everyone to make a

face. So there’s Bruce, myself, and our 5 grandchildren making funny
faces. I love the picture.
Unknowingly, Facebook had selected a picture that truly
spelled out the fun, the excitement, and the crazy abandon with
which ministry happens. Ministry is unexpected, beautiful, and full of
grace.
It is through the mundane that we are routinely surprised by
the presence of God. I think it must have been that way for Mary and
Joseph. The gospel of Matthew puts it this way: one day Mary finds
herself pregnant and the father isn’t Joseph her betrothed, it is,
however, the Holy Spirit. (Yeah, right, thinks Joseph.) But just as
Joseph gets ready to “dismiss her quietly” an angel comes to him in a
dream and explains to him the truth about the impending birth of
Jesus—a truth that Mary has known all along.
Talk about your life being hit by something unexpected! And
yet, it is beautiful and it is indeed full of grace. As we move into
Advent we are pulled into the old retelling of this story again, and
again, and again. Again we wait with Mary and Joseph as they
ponder what the coming birth of this child means.
But the truth is, we already know what it means. It means
that the child who will lie in the wooden manger rude will one day
die on a wooden cross crude. Manger to cross. Yet it is between the
manger and the cross that we live out our lives each and every day.
We live in that time between birth and Christ come again. It is
through the life stories of Jesus in his unexpected, beautiful, gracefilled ministry that we find the examples of how to live out our own
lives in unexpected, beautiful, grace-filled ways.
This is the life of an Advent people—and we are indeed
Advent people—who not only wait in anticipation for the retelling of
the birth of the baby Jesus, but we also wait for Christ to return. It is
in the season of Advent that the birth of Christ and the return of
Christ continually superimpose themselves one over the other. We
wait for both. In the meantime, we do ministry. We do it is an Advent
people.
Let us pray, Good and Gracious God, we come to you in hope
and anticipation of your coming. We ask that you walk with us—
Emmanuel—throughout these days and into the next year. We ask
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for your beauty, your grace, and your unexpected presence in our
lives. Bless the partnership and ministry that we have together as
pastor and a people of faith. Bless all we do together in the year to
come. Amen.
Blessings,
Pastor Julie

And here’s the 1 year cake she was presented with at council on
11/15.

Sunday, December 11th @ 3 PM
Trinity’s Christmas Concert.
The Senior Choir, Carolbells, Joybells, and Children’s Chime Choirs
Have been rehearsing since September for this special event. Invite
your friends and relatives. There is no cost to attend-this is our gift
to the church and community.
The Fellowship Committee will serve a light supper following the
concert.
And then, if you aren’t too tired, Pastor Julie invites us to join her
for Faith Quest at the Wentzel’s home @7 PM
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We are having a Christmas party after church on December 18th for
our children from age 1 up through 5th grade. We have secured
Santa and his elf.
Please put this date on your calendar.
The adults will be having a short congregational meeting
immediately following the service on 12/18 and then our young
families can proceed to the festivities.
The purpose of this meeting is to:
1. Elect Church Council Members
2. Adopt a budget.
Copies of the 2017 budget will be available in the narthex 2 weeks
prior to the meeting.

Christmas Eve with Holy Communion @ 3:30 & 7:30 PM
3:30 PM (a service especially designed for both children and older
folks who may want to hang their stockings and get to bed early on
Christmas Eve).
7:30 PM (A Service that features the music of our Senior Choir and
Bell Choir). Special Music by the Bell Choir, Senior Choir and Organ
begins @ 7:10 PM
Both Services will have a Christmas Message, Candlelight as we close
worship, and the Sacrament of Holy Communion as we welcome the
Christ Child.
No matter which service you attend, please make sure that you fill
out A COMMUNION CARD and place it in the OFFERING PLATE.
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(Sometimes they fall out of the bulletin so if you don’t have one,
check with an usher.)

We invite all newer members and all those who have not brought an
ornament in the past for Trinity’s Christmas trees to bring an
ornament this year. It should be approximately 4 inches in diameter.
You may bring it December 10 th or 11th and place it on the tree at
the end of the service when we decorate the trees. It does not have
to be new, it may be one of your family treasures-just something you
are willing to part with it as it will be stored and used in future years
to decorate our trees. If you can’t be there that weekend, you may
bring it the Saturday or Sunday before and just lay it on one of the
front pews.

So You Want to Sing Some Psalms
I am so excited to be singing the Psalms this Advent and Christmas!
As a musician, I would probably sing the whole service given half a
chance! Surprisingly, I think Psalms can be some of the most
misunderstood, underrepresented parts of scripture we have. So—as
an afterthought—I was thinking maybe I should give a little fun
background and history for what the Psalms are all about.
Has anyone seen the old movie, King David (1985) starring Richard
Gere as King David? You might remember the part where David sits
in the field as a young shepherd boy and he begins to sing a slow,
wondering song. The words that are sung are some of the most
familiar words of all time. “The Lord is my shepherd . . .” There’s also
the scene where the Ark of the Covenant is carried into the city of
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Jerusalem. King David—humbly dressed only in loincloth—dances to
the music of cymbal, harp, timbrel, flute, and drum while he escorts
the ark through the city streets and into the holiest of holies.
Traditionally, the Psalms have been attributed to King David a
musician and player of the harp. Did David really compose all of the
Psalms? In truth, though it’s not impossible that David composed
some, we don’t really know who composed the Psalms. There is
some evidence to show that a few composers may even have been
women.
Psalms are hymns that were sung by people several thousand years
ago. It is fascinating that we still sing these hymns today! The word
Psalm comes from the Greek word: psalmos which means “song sung
to harp music.” Today, we don’t have scads of harpists floating
around our churches nor did they in ancient times. Take for instance
Psalm 5 which says, “To the leader: for the flutes. A psalm of David.”
In these modern times we also use other instrumentation to
accompany our psalms using organ, piano, full ensembles . . . and
bells!
The Psalms were composed over an extended period of time from
about 1140 BCE to about 586 BCE. It’s fun to look at the musician’s
notes from so long ago. Not much has changed for musicians in 3000
years. Take a look at Psalm 76. There’s a note that says, “To the
leader: with stringed instruments. A psalm of Asaph. A song.” Some
others actually give us the hymn tune to use—exactly like we do with
today’s hymns. For instance Psalm 39 has the notation, “To the
leader: to Jeduthun. A Psalm of David.” I wonder if anyone could
hum a few bars of Jeduthun? Sadly, no one can. This is why modern
musicians have had to write their own melodies to sing with the
Psalms. You’ll find 16 different tunes on pages 337 and 338 of
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW).
When we sing Psalms we tend to make it easy on ourselves by
simply chanting them with simple pitch changes. But it does make
one wonder what kind of beautiful melodies were used thousands of
years ago. I would love to hear those melodies and the instruments
that were played. I guess it’s enough to know we are still singing
them today.
Within the ELW, the Psalms are the first 150 hymns. Hymn 151
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begins the service music of the ELW. It’s a neat way to remember the
purpose and place of these ancient compositions.
Just like today’s favorite hymns spark emotions and memories in
us, so did the ancient hymns of the Jewish people. Psalms did and do
express so many emotions: joy, sorrow, victory, peace, sadness, fear,
relief, celebration, and many others. Though we can sing Psalms
anywhere in the service (sometimes we sing them to modern hymn
tunes as our Greeting Hymns, Sending Hymns and Hymns of the
Day), we usually place the ancient hymns between the first and
second readings. Truthfully, most any hymn that reflected the
lessons could fit in this spot, but we traditionally use the ancient
hymns in that coveted position because of their special placement as
part of Holy Scripture.
There is one final note of interest. It was in the 1940s that a
number of manuscripts were found in some caves above the Dead
Sea—hence the Dead Sea Scrolls. Among the ancient writings there
were found varying versions of many, many Psalms as well as
portions of additional Psalms (i.e. 151, 154, 155 . . .) It seems fitting
to close our history lesson with this phrase from Psalm 154, “With a
loud voice glorify God; in the congregation of the many proclaim his
splendor.” I wonder if the composer of ELW 851 knew this when he
wrote, “When in our Music God is glorified, and adoration leaves no
room for pride, it is as though the whole creation cried: Alleluia!”
Pastor Julie
Community Events

Please join us for an evening of caroling with the Heidelberg Heritage
Society on December 9th at 7:00. Caroling will begin at the train
station in Wernersville at 7pm. We will then carol to the Heritage
Society for refreshments, and then back again to the train station.
All are welcome!
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On December 10th & 11th the Wernersville Lions club will be
conducting a fruit sale. The cost is $17 for Grapefruits and $18 for
Navel Oranges or Juice Oranges. The profits from this sale are used
in the providing of various events for the community. Any questions
or to order contact Ed Evans (610-678-7991).
Concert at the Jesuit Center on Saturday, December 10th at 7pm
featuring flute, violin, piano, saxophone and organ.

Instrumentalists include: Katherine and Neil Fronheiser, Tim Gross,
and David Gross.

15th Annual Christmas Vespers Service of St. Daniel’s
Lutheran Church @ Conrad Weiser High School Auditorium
Sunday, December 20th @ 4:00 PM
Featuring the Reading Pops Orchestra and St. Daniel’s Senior
Choir and Soloists.
Pre-service music provided by the Handbell Choir beginning
@ 3:40 PM.
We extend our sincere sympathy to the friends and family of William
(Punch) Ressler. Mr. Ressler entered the Church Triumphant on
Friday, November 25. Please remember his family in your prayers.
Graveside services will be held on Sat., Dec. 17th @ Heidelberg
Cemetery, Robesonia @ 10 AM.
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Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Dawn Giangiacomo,
Beverly James, and Philip Schaffer.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Ruth Bachman,
Janet Dissinger, Ron Harman, Ardelle Heffner, Marlene Ochs, June
Page, Jim Putt, and Mary June Yackera.
The Military: Eric Alderman, Marie Rosati Clark, Kiley Ann Gring,
Allison Rosati Martin, Justin Klinger, Brent Naveiro, Eric Ochs, Nick
Taatjes, and Jeffrey Troutman, Jr.
Family and Friends: Michael Barber, Wanda Barnett, Larry Brossman,
Carolyn Bryant, Marge Dietrich, Peggy Guido, Amy Hatlee, Nicholas
Hydock, Sam Jarsocrak, Hannah Kramer, Nick Moore, Jake Powers,
Ed Shull, Rodney Weiss, Jr., Beverly Wentzel, Jerry Zachousk, Bishop
Zeiser, and Ann Zimmerman.
Special Ministries: Our missionaries in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg
and his family.
Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep
our prayer list current.
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Birthday Milestones in December
Ruth Bachman will be 91 on 12/28. Happy Birthday Ruth.
Some Pictures from a recent Sunday School
Experience with the children as they Studied the
Woman at the Well
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