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M‘g soul thirsts for God
I:or the living God

Psalm 42:2

Psalm 42:1 <To the leader. A Maskil of the Korahites.>
As a deer |ongs for Howing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
When shall 1 come and behold the face of God?
? Mg tears have been my food clay and nigl'xt, while PeoPle say tome continua”g,
“Where is your God7"
* These things | remember, as | pour out my soul:
how I went with the throng, and led them in Procession to the house of Goc],
with glacl shouts and songs of tl’xanksgiving, a multitude keeping festival.
’ Whg are you cast down, O my soul, and whg are you disquieted within me?
HoPc in God; for | shall again Praise him, my I’xelP
¢ and my God. My soul is cast down within me;
therefore | remember you from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, from Mount Mizar.
7 DeeP calls to deep at the thunder of your cataracts;
all your waves and your billows have gone over me.
8 By clag the LORD commands his steadfast love,
and at night his songis with me, a prayer to the God of my life.
7] say to God, my rocl<, "Wl'xg have you Forgotten me”?
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W!’ly must | wa”< about moumpullg because the enemy oPPresses me?"° As with a deadlg wound in my

body,

my adversaries taunt me, while tl'ley say to me continua”y, “Where is your God?"
f Whg are you cast down, © my soul, and wlﬂg are you disquieted within me?

HoPe in God; for | shall again Praise lﬂim, my helP and my God.
(Ps. 42:1-4%:1 NRS)

So, what is your favorite Psalm? Many people will answer Psalm 23. One of my favorites is Psalm
121—a Psalm that asks for protection for those who travel on a long journey—both metaphorically and
literally.

I’d love to know what some of your favorite Psalms are—if you have a minute, e-mail, text, call, or
respond on Facebook. But | would also like to know why you picked a particular Psalm.

But today, | give you Psalm 42. The title and beginning line of ELW Hymn 331, “As the Deer Runs to
the River” alludes to this Psalm. While the hymn is a prayer for healing, the Psalm is a prayer for God’s
presence in times of angst and trouble. In it we hear the Psalmist’s yearning, “As a deer longs for flowing
streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. My Soul thirsts for God, for the living God.” (vs. 1-2a)

As coronavirus cases and Covid-19 deaths rise higher than when we were in lockdown, it often feels
that God has abandoned us. Our yearning for God bleeds from our hearts, “When shall | come and behold
the face of God? My tears have been my food day and night, while people say to me continually, ‘Where is
your God?"”

Missing the presence of God brings with it a mountain of fear, dread, and despair. And yet, we are
only human. Not only has the coronavirus been trouble enough, but it seems to have opened the door to
all kinds of fears and sorrows. Shall | name a few or do you have that list memorized? ... And then there
are the murder hornets and the meth alligators to add to our imagination and amusement.

| suppose if we don’t sometimes laugh, our faces would surely be hot with tears day and night. But
through all of this, God remains. Hope remains. What is this hope? That you’ll find a job? There will be a
vaccine or cure? That we will have learned something about equity, justice, and peace? That we will have a
new appreciation for our fellow human beings—developed new ways to support and care for them? That we
will be inspired to care more deeply for all of God’s creation—our environment and health? That we will
search out ways to unite people everywhere in ways that promote growth and good living?

These are things | hope for, maybe you do too. In the coming weeks and months, let us make time
for prayer—prayer for all that we need to not only survive, but live! “Why are you cast down, O my soul, and
why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; for | shall again praise him, my help and my God.” God is
with us all the time, even when we don’t feel it, even when we are missing the face of God and feeling
parched. God, the living God, is with us and in that is our hope.

Peace and grace,
Pr. Julie

. . . And Action!!!
We are looking for someone who knows how or knows someone who knows how to record a worship
service. We are looking for a simple, low cost way to do this so that we can put whole services on our
website. Please let Pr. Julie know if you can help. Thank you!!



Please Join Our Prayer Chain
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Though you may feel uncomfortably distant from the mission of Trinity, know that mission has not stopped.
And as we move forward, new things are going to happen. The nature of our “situation” has opened the
door to new kinds of ministry, new ways of thinking, worshipping, and praying. It is important to know that
Trinity’s family still needs you in many and various ways to sustain and actively engage in the mission of
our faith community. One way we are moving forward is to start a Prayer Chain!
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A Prayer Chain is a group of people who form a phone chain so they can purposefully pray for others. This
chain works like any other phone chain. One person calls another person and gives them the name of
whomever needs prayers. Then that person calls the next and that person calls the next . .. and so on. If
the person you call does not answer, leave a message and then you would simply call the next person on
the list.

We need:
e Prayer Chain members (no in person meetings needed)
e 1 contact person (this person would receive names of people to pray for and call the first person on
the list to start the chain going)
e 1 backup contact person (in case the contact person isn’t available)

Here are some pointers and tips for Prayer Chain members:

e Keep the prayer chain list of names and numbers near your phone or carry with you if you will be
using your cell phone.

e A pad or small journal to write down prayer requests. This is your Prayer Diary.

e Pray each day. This could happen during a set prayer time, or while you are vacuuming, mowing
grass, or whatever it is you do while you pray.

e Keep all prayers confidential. Some people don’t want others to know what’s going on. Sometimes
you may even get an anonymous prayer request (that is no name attached, just a prayer need)

To place yourself or someone you love on the Prayer Chain, you would do the following:
e (Call the contact person

If you would like to be a part of this important new ministry, please call or text Pr. Julie 717-687-8682 or e-
mail at . Also e-mail Deacon Carol at . Remember the church does
not have an answering machine at this time.
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Preschool Treasurer and Board Members Needed
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Thank you to Karen Gilmer who has been the Preschool Treasurer for any number of years. She continued
to do so even as her children grew out of the Preschool. Though not a member or attender of Trinity, she
has served this vital ministry of our faith community with tremendous dedication. We thank Karen for her
hard work and generosity.

And so we are now in need of a new Preschool treasurer. This person would keep the books, stay in
communication with church treasurer, Pete Schmehl, attend Preschool Board Meetings (we do not meet
every month,) prepare the budget, and possibly work with St. Daniel’s Lutheran Church Preschool as the
two preschools work together to provide EITC Scholarship monies to qualifying families.

If you or someone you know is interested, please let Pr. Julie or Betty Lou Franzen know.

Along these same lines, the Preschool Board is looking for one or two new Board members who are willing
to oversee the workings of the Trinity Preschool. See Pr. Julie or Betty Lou for more information.

Thank you,
Trinity’s Preschool Board

Trinity Committees and Teams

It seems like forever since committees and teams have met. So, it is
time to start thinking about what ministry will look like in the coming
fall. | encourage our teams and committees to start to communicate
and meet in some manner. There are a few different ways a meeting
can occur: Zoom, conference call, and/or in person in the Social Hall. If
you need help with Zoom let Pr. Julie know.

A Zoom meeting is free as long as it stays at 40 minutes. If this is not enough time, one can immediately
schedule another meeting to begin when the other is finished (still free). All Zoom participants must have the
Zoom app on their phone or computer. You can also call into Zoom meetings.

If you would like to meet in person, please follow these guidelines:
e Place tables in a circle or rectangle.
e One table per person, one person at each table so as to maintain physical distance.
e Wear a mask
e Disinfect table surfaces, chairs, door handles etc. . . . when meeting is completed. Supplies will be
available.
e Serve no food or drinks.
e Keep meetings short and to the point. Follow the agenda—save socializing for outside

All church leaders should begin checking their mailboxes on a regular basis if you have not already. Hang in
there!! We can do this safely and with a mind to the mission of Trinity.

July Council Highlights
e Accepted, with regret, the resignation of Joe Perrone from church council, rental mgmt. chair, and
endowment representative.

e Discussed indoor worship but no decision made as of yet.
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e Discussed phone system. The answering system we have used has died and can no longer be
repaired. Lasted 5 years more than normal life cycle for this system.

e Committees are encouraged to meet via in person with social distancing & masks, zoom, or
conference call.

e Next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, August 18% in Fellowship Hall.

How are We Doing?
Trinity’s Financial Summary for June
Average Weekly Giving in June, 2020: $3,540.75
Average in June, 2019: $3,063.60
Total income year to date: $90,591.73
Total income year to date in 2019: $89,026.67
Total expenses year to date: $88,115.45
Total expenses year to date in 2019: $95,005.45
Total income in June: $14,163.00
Total expenses June: $16,645.78
Percentage of Mission Support made year to date:
to Synod: 52%, to Mission District: 47%
Thank you for your generosity.

Birthday Midestones i July and August
Patricia Paine will be 87 and Michael Renzo will be 82 in July. Clarence Schein will be 102 and John
Ketner will be 89 in August. Happy Birthday to all of you.

Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Daniel Hoppman, Sandra Miller, and Dan Nace.

Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Sharon Gring, Ryan Harman, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger,

Ed & Pat Paine, Barbara Pennypacker, Clarence Schein, Pat Sickles, Kay Weatherholtz, and Jane

Wilkinson.
The Military: Rena Butcavage, Kiley Gring Mohn, Natalie Ketner, and Justin Klinger.

Family and Friends: John Alderman, Wanda Barnett, Carolyn Bryant, Kristine Bashore, Fred DelLong, Marge

Dietrich, Ellen Emanuel, Peggy Guido, Glenn Helbert, Jennifer Hemstreet, , Shirley Kerchner, Marty

Kleczynski,Hannah Kramer, Cindy Marsh, Destiny Olivarares, Bob Perrone, Sr., Jake Powers, Clairre Putt,

Tom Reppert, Jessica Schutte, Dwight Tinsley, Jerry Zachousk, and Ann Zimmerman.
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his Family.

Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current.



Houck
Timmy Houck

School: Wilson High School Also, being able to learn more
Hometown: Spring Township in college about other areas I'm
Parents or guardians: Karen passionate about such as music
Marie Houck and Timmy Lee and cooking. While in college |

Houck Sr. would like to continue on with
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to college and major in fine arts. o e (R R :

| definitely want to study abroad leav-igng h?gtsgéthig? because I'm
to allow myself to experience dif- e SRPNTE £
ferent cultures across the world.
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We Are Church

Together

Brothers and sisters in Christ,

Thank you for the support your congregation has given the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod and
ELCA through your mission support giving.

Here is just one example of the many ministries that are made possible by your mission support gifts
to and through the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod. Please share this good news with your
congregation through your different communication outlets.

Assisted by a grant from the Synod’s Witness and Service Ministry Team, Trinity Lutheran Church in
Wernersville was able to send a team to the Lutheran Disaster Response camp in Dorado , Puerto
Rico to aid in the 2019 ELCA hurricane response.




