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Sunday, September 13 is “God’s Work, Our Hands
Sunday Day of Service.”

On this day we focus on our mission in the church to serve others. As one of my seminary professors put it,
Lutherans are already saved by grace so they don’t have to run around doing good works in order to get
into heaven. Therefore, Lutherans have all his time on their hands and so the only way to fill their time is to
serve others simply because our neighbors need us to—not God.
So how much time do you really have on your hands? Well, that depends. Back in April, May, and
June we had a lot of time on our hands as we faced lock downs in order to stem the tide of the
coronavirus. During that time, people tended to their families and homes—cleaned basements, attics, and
yards. They planted, painted, constructed, and cooked.
Bruce and I did all those things. As we got into July and August we ventured out into the world with
caution, masks, and physical distancing. As we began to once again interact with others, people shared
with us their stories of time in quarantine. Often people shared about how they shopped for an elderly
neighbor who needed groceries. Or how they provided much needed prayers and phone calls for a friend
who was or depressed. Some took time to prepare meals and deliver them to those who were lonely and
isolated. Ministry never stopped, but it did evolve into new and different ways of serving others.
Sadly, there have been some traditional service projects we have been unable to participate in
because of corona. This summer our Mission Possible trip and our plans to go to New Windsor to pack
quilts and Lutheran World Relief kits were cancelled. And one of the ways Trinity has always served the
community is through the annual Free Bring-a Friend-Spaghetti Dinner and blood pressure checks. Last
year was our third GWOH spaghetti dinner. But this year corona is preventing such a gathering.
Instead, we will have the opportunity to create care packages for our college students, young
adults, homebound folks, those in the military, and those who have quarantined since March. On
September 13th an Angel Tree will be set up on the porch where we exit the church building. Each name on
the tree will contain an address and the type of care package that person should receive. A list of
suggested items for each type of care package will be provided.

It is how we will let the members of our church family know we are thinking of them and missing
them. As you prepare your care package, take time to pray for the person named on your card—perhaps
even bless the items you put in their box.
In this way we are Christ to others as we demonstrate Christ’s love and compassion through the
work that we do. That’s what it means to do God’s work with our hands. It is definitely a good way to spend
our time.
Blessings,
Pr. Julie

Needed:
Generous Hearts to build up the Body of Christ

Each year as we prepare for Generosity Sunday our conversation focuses on how
we can support the ministry of Trinity. One way to help is by giving of your time.
So what are your gifts? How is God calling you to serve Trinity? Maybe you see
yourself serving in one of the following ways:
Preschool Treasurer
Preschool Board member
Chair of Preschool Board
Chair of Social Ministry
Chair for Rental Management
Mission Interpreter (part of Mutual Ministries)
Interested in serving on council?
If you see yourself serving in any of these ways, please let Pastor Julie or Deacon Carol know and we can
tell you more about what the particular responsibilities are.

Rally Day September is 20th
Yes, Rally Day is still happening this year though Sunday School will look quite a bit different. This year,
Deacon Carol will meet with chimes twice a month during worship. On those Sundays there will be a children’s
message before the gospel reading of the day (just like old times). This year a Sunday School session will
happen four times over the course of the year. (Stay tuned for dates and more detailed information). Each
session will meet after worship and last no longer than an hour. No food will be served. The session will be for
all ages including adults who will meet in the Nave with Pastor Julie for their own Bible study.

As for Rally Day we will be installing Sunday School and Preschool teachers, and blessing back packs, lap tops,
or anything else that represents the schooling choices for this year. We will also bless our children and their
families.
We are also asking people to once again bring in items representative of your employment, vocations or hobbies
to be placed at the foot of the altar for blessing. As we journey into a new school year, or our jobs, vocations or
hobbies, we will ask God to bless our hands and the work that we do.

As you know we have begun a Prayer Chain at Trinity. At this writing the Prayer Chain has 7 members:
Bonnie Giamotti, Diane Brown, Charlotte Moyer, Helen Hummel, Mary Young, Bonnie Noll, and Allison
Given. Mary Young will be the contact person who will activate the Prayer Chain when a request is
received. If you have a prayer request please call Mary Young at 484-638-2057. Leave a message if there
is no answer. All prayers are confidential. Prayer requests may be detailed (“Please pray for Aunt Petunia
who has cancer”) or vague (“Please pray for my friend who is in need.”) We are excited about this new
ministry especially in a time such as this.

How are We Doing?
Trinity’s Financial Summary for July
Average Weekly Giving in July, 2020: $4,098.50
Average in July, 2019: $3,481.12
Total income year to date: $106,985.73
Total income year to date in 2019: $102,951.16
Total expenses year to date: $101,606.23
Total expenses year to date in 2019: $109,736.54
Total income in July: $16,394.00
Total expenses July: $13,490.78
Percentage of Mission Support made year to date:
to Synod: 60%, to Mission District: 63%
Thank you for your generosity.

Helpers for September
Altar Guild: Betty Lou Franzen
Lay Readers: 9/6-Aislin Given, 9/13-Elaine Briner, 9/20-Carol Koch, 9/27-Beth/Wendell Byler.
Sound Technician: 9/6-Scott Franzen, 9/13-Stephanie Kurtz, 9/20-Scott Franzen, 9/27-Wendell Byler.
Bulletin Assemblers: 9/1-Kathy & Izannah Bashore, 9/8-Mary Young, 9/15-June Rapley, 9/22-Diane Brown,
9/29-Connie Fritz.
Council Devotional: Harmony Wentzel
Church Council Members
Wendell Byler, President 610-451-1506
Harmony Wentzel, Vice President 610-390-9986
Scott Franzen 610-781-7674
Glen Given 484-955-1780
Jerry Jarsocrak 610-413-9472
Laura Miller 717-507-0934
Elwood (Woody) Noll 484-638-2057
Cindy Hassler-Schappell 610-670-1971
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Council Highlights
Worship Services will move back into the sanctuary as of 9/6. Holy Communion for September will be
on 9/13 instead of 9/6.
Mission Support, World Hunger, and Maintenance and Repair have been added to Give Plus (online
giving).
All Budgets are due 10/4.
Preschool will begin 9/9 and meet 3 days a week this year.
God’s Work/Our Hands Sunday will be 9/13, Rally Day will be 9/20 and Blessing of the Animals on 10/4.
See Newsletter for further details on these September events.
Next council meeting is Wednesday, September 16th @ 7:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.

Happy Birthday
Birthday Milestones in September

Ed Evans is 81. Happy Birthday Ed.

Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Sandra Miller.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Sharon Gring, Ryan Harman, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger,
Dan Nace, Ed & Pat Paine, Barbara Pennypacker, Clarence Schein, Pat Sickles, Kay Weatherholtz, and
Jane Wilkinson.
The Military: Rena Butcavage, Kiley Gring Mohn, Natalie Ketner, and Justin Klinger.
Family and Friends: John Alderman, Wanda Barnett, Kristine Bashore, Carolyn Bryant, Fred DeLong, Marge
Dietrich, Ellen Emanuel, Peggy Guido, Glenn Helbert, Jennifer Hemstreet, Betty Kauffman, Shirley
Kerchner, Marty Kleczynski,Hannah Kramer,
Cindy Marsh, Destiny Olivarares, Bob Perrone, Sr., Jake Powers,
Clairre Putt, Tom Reppert, Dorothy Stone, Dwight Tinsley, Jerry
Zachousk, and Ann Zimmerman.
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his Family and Salem Lutheran
Church in Bethel and Pastor Luther Routte.

